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HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY,

QUEEN VICTORIA.

Mapax,

It is recorded that Nishirvén, the most powerful monarch
of his age, sent a high officer of state to procure a translation of the
original of this work. It is further stated that when, after years of
toil and difficulty, the translation was obtained, it was deposited in the
cabinet of the king's most precious treasures, and was regarded as a
model of wisdom and didactic philosophy.

The light of knowledge is now, however, so universally diffused,
that, but for your Majesty’s gracious condescension, the translation of
the same book into English would be a work of too little merit or
importance to deserve notice.

In one point of view, however, the gracious permission to dedicate
this translation to your Majesty, may be regarded as likely to have
important results, as it may lead other and more worthy laborers to
open up to the English public & Literature, which delights and guides
the immense population of your Majesty’s Empiie in the East, and which
still remains to & great extent unknown and unexplored in Europe.

Every fresh proof, indeed, of the interest which your Majesty takes
in matters relating to Indis, will undoubtedly be received by the inhabitants
of that vast country with grateful feelings; and that such feelings may
long be perpetuated and sugmented, is the prayer of,

Mapax,
Your Majesty’s most loyal and devoted

Servant and subject,

EDWARD B. EASTWICK.






PREFACE

TO THE PRESENT ENGLISH TRANSLATION.

In the year 1820, Major Srewarr, Professor of Persian at the East
India College, Haileybury, published a translation of the Seventh book of
the ‘Anvér-i Suhailf,’ and dedicated it to the Junmior Civil and Military
Servants of the Hon. East India Company. In 1835, a literal translation
of the First book of the same work was published by the Rev. H. G.
Kxzxz, Arabic and Persian Professor at Haileybury, and dedicated to the
Students of the College. In a memorandum inserted by Mr. Jauzs Ross
at the beginning of his translation of the ¢Gulistin,’ that gentleman
announced his intention of publishing a translation of the first two
books of the ‘Anvir-i Suhailf,’ in 1826: but this version never made
its appearance, in consequence of the death of the translator, by which
melancholy event the public were deprived of several other proposed
additions to our knowledge of Persian Literature. Enough however, has
boen already said to prove that a Translation of the ‘Anvir Suhail’
has long been considered desirable by competent judges. The high
encomiums, too, which have been passed upon the Work in all countries,
and by the scholars of all nations; especially by those illustrious Orientulists,
Sir Wriax Joxzs and Baron Srvestez pr Saiox, furnish another justi-
fication of this attempt to make it known to English readers. The opinion
of the former of these distinguished men as to the merits of the work is
couched in the following terms, ¢ The most excellent book in the language is,
in my opinion, the collection of tales and fables called ‘Anvir-i Subaili,’
by Husain Vi'ig, surnamed Késhiff, who took the celebrated work of Bidpai
or Pilpsy for his text, and has comprised all the wisdom of the Eastern
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nations, in fourteen beautiful chapters.’! In another place he says,? ¢ The
fables of Vishnu Sharman, whom we ridiculously call Pilpay, are the most
beautiful, if not the most ancient, apologues in the world: they were first
translated from the Sanskrit, in the sixth century, by order of Buzurjmihr,
or ‘Bright as the Sun,’ the chief physician, and afterwards the vazir? of the
great Nashirwin, and are extant under various names in more than
twenty .hnguages.’ Baron pE Sacy remarks, ‘Hosain Vaiz s'est proposé
comme on le voit, de rendre la lecture du livre de Calila plus agréable
i tout le monde, en la rendant plus facile. Il ne s'est pas contenté de
supprimer ou de changer tout ce qui pouvoit arréter un grand nombre
de lecteurs, il a encore ajouté au mérite primitif de I'ouvrage, en y insérant
un grind nombre de vers empruntés de divers pottes, et en employant
constamment ce style mesuré et cadencé, ce parallélisme des idées et des
expressions, qui, joint & la rime, conmstitue la prose poétique des orientaux,
et qui, ajoutant un chorme inexprimable aux pensées justes et solides,
diminue beaucoup ce que les idées—plus ingénieuses que vraies,les métaphors
outrées, les hyperboles extravagantes, trop fréquentes dans les écrits des
Persans—ont de rebutant et de ridioules pour le gott sévire et délicat des
Européens. Quoique le style doe Hosain ne soit pas exempt de- ces défauts,
on lit et on relit, avec un plaisir toujours nouveau, son ouvrage, comme le
Gulistan de Saadi.’ ¢ '

The ¢ Anvir+i Buhail(’ is the work which candidates for interpreterships
in India are required to read after the ¢Gulistin.’ The vast abundance
of words, and the great varioty of style, reaching from that of ordinary
dislogue to the highest flights of poetry, render it incontestably the best
book in the language to be studied by one who desires to make rapid progress
in Persian. At the same time, however, as Major StEwarr has very justly
remarked, ¢ It must be acknowledged that it is too difficult for the generality
of students without the assistance of a munsh{ or teacher;’ and as good

! Preface to the ¢ Persian Grammar,’ p. xvi., L. 11,
l" Thirngnnivenary Discourse to the Royal Asiatic Society, February 2, 1786 : Works,
vol. i., p. 32. :
3 M. de Sacy shows this to be a mistake, '
¢ Mémoire Historique, Calila et Dimna, p- 43, 1. 23,
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Persian munshis are not very easily procurable in India—in fact, in many
provinces are altogether wanting—it is hoped that this Translation and the
Notes appended to it will prove of service to those who desire to qualify
themselves for examination in our Indian territories. To them the present
Translation is offered with far more confidence than to the English publio,
for it is impossible not to perceive that those very characteristics of style,
which form its chiefest beanties in the eye of Persian taste, will appear to
the Euaropean reader as ridiculous blemishes. The undeviating equipoise of
bi-propositional sentences, and oftentimes their length and intricacy; the
hyperbole and samenees of ;ehphor, and the rudeness and unskilfulness
of the plots of some of the stories, cannot but be wearisome and repulsive
to the better and simpler judgment of the West. Kings always sit on
thrones stable as the firmament, rub the stars with their heads, have all
other kings to serve them, and are most just, wise, valiant, and beneficent.
Ministers are invariably gifted with intellects which adorn the whole world,
and are so sagacious that they can unravel all difficulties with a single
thought. Mountains constantly race with the sun in height, all gardens
are the envy of Paradise, and every constellation in Heaven is scared away
in turn by some furious tiger or lion upon earth. These absurdities are so
prominent that they would probably induce the generality of readers to
close the book in disgust. Those, however, who have patience emough to
proceed with the perusal will not fail to discover many beautiful thoughts,
many striking and original idcas forcibly expressed ; and though their first
beauty cannot but have suffered very comsiderably in translation, still
enough will remain to justify, in some degree, to all candid judges, the
oceledbrity of the work. )

It may be here desirable to direct attention to those parts of
the Book which are genmerally oonsidered the best. The whole work
consists of an elaborate Preface and Introduction by Husain Vi'ig,
sod of Fourteen C(hspters or Books with a very brief Conclusion.
The Preface may be dismissed from oonsideration at once, as being a
targid specimen of the obecure and repulsive preludes with which Persian
writers think fit to commence their compositions. A few helpless infantine
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ideas struggle in the gigantic coils of an endless prolixity and verboseness,
which it would require a Hercules to disentangle. Neverthelees, this
Prefaoemay be read by those who wish for a model of such compositions
mPeman The arrangement is the same in all. There is, first, an
address to the One God; secondly, a lengthy eulogy of his Prophet,
Muhammad; thirdly, a panegyric on the High Personage to whom the
work is dedicated, with a meagre explanation of the reasons which induced
the Author to commence his undertaking. The whole is thickly larded
with quotations from the Kur'in, and with difficult and unusual words;
so that it would really seem as if a preface were intended, like a
thorny hedge, to repel all intruders, and to preserve the fruit within
from the prying eyes of readers.

In the Introduction, Husain V4'ig is at once simpler and more agreeable.
The description of the Bees and their habits, is prettily given. The
story of the Pigeon, who left his quiet home to travel; and of the old
woman's Cat, who was discontented with his meagre fare and safe
seclusion, are among the happiest in the whole work.

The First Two books form rather more than a fourth of the entire
composition. The plot of them is borrowed from the First Chapter of the
¢ Pancha-tantra,” and of the ¢Hitopadesha,’ to which, indeed, the Second
book of the ¢ Anvér-i Suhaill’ is a very proper sequel. The First story of
the First book of the ‘Anvér-i Subailf’—that of ‘the Merchant and his
Sons,’—corresponds to the opening of the Second book of the ¢ Hitopadesha,’
and of the First Chapter of the ¢Pancha-tantra:’ the Fifth story of the
same, ‘the Ape and the Wedge,’ to the Second fable in both Sanskrit
works; the Seventh story of the Persian, ‘the Jackal and the Drum,
is the same as the Second in the ¢Pancha-tantra,’ but is not found in
the ¢Hitopadesha;’ the Eighth Persian story, ‘the Recluse who was
plundered by a Pretended Disciple,” answers to the Fourth of the First
book of the ¢ Pancha-tantrs,’ and to part of the BSixth fable of the
Second book of the ¢ Hitopadesha ;' the Eleventh Persian story, ¢the
Raven and the Snake,’ agrees with the Eighth of the Second book of the
¢ Hitopadesha,” and the Sixth of the First book of the ‘Pancha-tantra;’
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the Twelfth Persian story, ¢ the Heron and the Crab,’ corresponds to the
Seventh of the First book of the ‘Pancha-tantra,’ and the Seventh of
the Fourth book of the ‘Hitopadesha;' the Fourteenth Persian story,
‘the Lion and the Hare,’ answers to the Ninth fable of the Second
book of the ¢ Hitopadesha,’ and the Eighth of the First book of the ¢ Pancha-
tantrs,’; the Fifteenth Persian story, that of ‘the Three Fishes,’ cor-
responds to the Third fable of the Fourth book of the ‘ Hitopadeshs,” and
the Fourteenth of the First book of the ‘Pancha-tantra; the Nineteenth
Persian story, which has been extracted by Bir W. Joxzs into his ‘Persian
Grammar,’ is exceedingly beautiful, and we owe it entirely to Persian
taste, as no traces are found of it in Sanskrit; the Twenty-first Persian
story, that of ‘the Crow, the Wolf, the Jackal, and the Camel,’ corresponds
with the Eleventh fable of the Fourth book of the ‘Hitopadesha,’ and
with the Eleventh of the First book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra;’ the Twenty-
second Persian story, that of ‘the Titawa and the Ooean,’ is the Tenth of
the Second book of the ‘ Hitopadesha,” and the Twelfth of the First book
of the ‘Pancha-tantra;’ the Twenty-third Persian story, that of °the
Two Geese and the Tortoise,’ is the Second of the Fourth book of the
¢ Hitopadesha,’ and the Thirteenth of the First book of the ¢Pancha-
tantra;’ the Twenty-fourth Persian story, that of the ‘Monkeys and the
Bird that gave them advice,’ is the Becond of the Third book of the
¢ Hitopadeshs,’ and the Eighteenth of the First book of the ‘ Pancha-
tantra;? the Twenty-Fifth Persian story, that of ‘Sharp-wit and Light-
heart,’ is the Nineteenth of the First book of the ‘ Pancha-tantra,’ but is not
found in the ‘Hitopadesha;’ the Twenty-eighth Persian story, is the
Twenty-first of the First book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra.’

In the Second book, the story of Kalflsh and Damnsh is continued, but
as this continuation is not found in the Sanskrit, so also none of the Persian
stories it contains.are to be found in that language. The apologue is for
the most part laid aside, the First and Second stories being the only instances
of it. On the whole it is not inferior to the First book.

The Third book is borrowed from the First of the ¢ Hitopadesha’ and
the Second of the ‘ Pancha-tantra.’ The First Persian story corresponds to
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the opening of the above mentioned Sanskrit books, and contains also the
Fifth of the First book of the ¢ Hitopadesha.” The Fourth Persian story, of
the Woman who wished to barter husked Sesamum for unhusked,’ is the
Second of the Second book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra’; the Fifth Persian story,
that of ‘the Wolf and the Bowstring,’ is the Seventh of the First book of
the ¢ Hitopadesha,’ and the Third of the Second book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra.’
The Fourth book is the Third and Fourth of the ¢ Hitopadesha’ and the
Third of the ‘Pancha-tantra’ The First Persian story corresponds to
the opening of the same books in Sanskrit; the Fourth Persian story, that
of ‘the Hare and the Elephants,’ is the Fourth of the Third book of the
¢ Hitopadesha,’” and the First of the Third book of the ¢Pancha-tantra’;
the Fifth Persian story, of ‘the Pious Cat,’ is the Second of the Third
book of the ¢Pancha-tantra’; the Seventh Persian story, of ‘the Pious
Man who was cheated out of a Sheep by confederate Rogues,’ is the Third
of the Third book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra,’ and the Tenth of the Fourth book
of the ‘Hitopadesha’; the Eighth Persian story, that of ‘the Merchant’s
Wife and the Thief,’ is the Eighth of the Third book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra’;
the Ninth Persian story, ‘the Thief and the Demon who went to rob the
Recluse,” is the Ninth of the ¢Pancha-tantra’; the Tenth Persian story,
‘the Carpenter and his artful Wife,’ is the Eleventh of the Third book
of the ‘Pancha-tantra,’ and the Seventh of the Third book of the
‘ Hitopadesha'; the Twelfth Persian story, ‘the Mouse that was changed
into a girl,’ is the Twelfth of the Third book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra,’ and
the Sixth of the Fourth book of the ¢Hitopadesha’; the Thirteenth Persian
Story, ¢ the Snake and the Frogs,’ is the Fifteenth of the Third book of the
¢ Pancha-tantra,’ and the Twelfth of the Fourth book of the ¢ Hitopadesha.’
The Fifth book is borrowed from the Fourth of the ¢Pancha-tantra.’
The First Persian story corresponds to the opening of the same book in
Sanskrit; the Third Persian story of ¢the Ass without Heart and Ears,’ is
the Second of the Fourth book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra.” Though the general
plot of thisbook is borrowed from the Sanskrit, it differs in all except outline,
and is nowise inferior to it, but, on the whole, may be pronounced the very
best of all the fourteen books into which the ¢ Anvér-i Suhailf’ is divided.
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The outline is simple, natural, and well preserved; and the stories are

The Sixth book is borrowed from the Fifth book of the ¢ Pancha-
tantra.” The First Persian story, of ‘the Devotee and the Ichneumon,’
carresponds to the Beoond story of the said Sanskrit book; the Second
Persian story is the Ninth of the Fifth book of the ¢ Pancha-tantra,’ and the
Eighth of the Fourth book of the ¢ Hitopadesha.” This is also an excellent
book, and decidedly among the best of the fourteen.

The Seventh book is said by Stewart to correspond to the Third book of
the ‘Pancha-tantrs,’ and I have inserted his remark; but on reference, I
cannot find any agreement, and none of the stories are alike.

In the rest of the Books I can trace no connection with the Sanskrit.
The Ninth and the Twelfth are decidedly the dullest and worst written,
especially the latter, the plot of which is childish, ridiculous, and unnatural,
and full of the most extravagant metaphors and conceits.

It will be seen, from the comparison which has been made, that the first
Seven books, forming rather more than two-thirds of the whole work, have
been in a greater or less degree borrowed from the Sanskrit, and chiefly from
the ¢ Pancha-tantra.’ It is also from the ¢ Pancha-tantra’ that translations
have been made into most of the vernacular dialects of India, such as Gujaréthf,
Marith{, Braj-Bhishi, Bengilf, etc. It may be here remarked that the
‘ Pancha-tantra’ has been generally supposed to be of an age snterior to
the ¢ Hitopadesha.” Of course the question does not admit of proof; but on
perusing the former book immediately after the latter, it would seem that
the ¢ Hitopadesha’ is the older of the two, as well from the style as from
the greater amplification of the subjects in the ¢ Pancha-tantra.’ Be that,
however, as it may, it is quite clear that the larger portion of the ¢ Anvér-i
Subailf’ has been borrowod from one or other of these Sanskrit works, and
it is unnecessary to prooeed to isolated expressions or general reasons for
establishing the identity. At the same time it must be acknowledged that
msny of the stories which are of purely Persian origin, though somewhat
different in character, are in no degree inferior to those taken from the
the Sanskrit. Thus the story of ‘the Gardener and the Nightingale,’ the
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Nineteenth of the First book; that of ‘the Painter and his Mistress,’ the
Seventh of the S8econd book; of ‘the Thief and the Monkey,’ the Second of
the Fifth book; of ‘the Farmer's Wife,” the Second of the Seventh book,
and of ‘the Farmer and the Purse of Gold,” in the Fourteenth book, are
equal to any of the stories in the ‘ Hitopadesha’ or ¢ Pancha-tantra.’

Having said thus much of the ‘Anvér-i Suhail{’ itself, and of its
Banskrit originals, it remains that some notice be taken of the Translations
which have been made into other languages, and of which the Baron
px Sacy has given a full account in the ¢ Mémoire Historique’ prefixed to his
edition of Calila et Dimna’. This profound scholar is of opinion, that,
after the physician Burzuyah had brought the works of which the ¢ Anvér-i
Buhail{’ is an expansion, into Persia (see p. 6 of this translation) during
the reign of Néshfrwén; they were immediately translated into Pahlavi,
under the same reign, that is, circa A.D. 570. This version perished,
no doubt, in the invasion of the Arabs. At least, no copy has yet been
Aiscovered.

The Arabio translation of ' Abdw'Udh bin Al-Muksffa

wus mude by the person whose name it bears, under the second Khalif
uf thes 'Abbksls, Mangtr, (see p. 7 of this translation) between the years
46 -168 of the Hijrah. This ’Abdu’llih bin Al-Mukaff’a (wrongly
wulld by many, Al-Mukann'a, as at p. 7 of this translation) was born
i Vrinis, snd waa, until converted, by religion, a Fire-v;omhiper. His
fithuit, who wim oollector of taxes in ’Irik, under Hajjéj bin YusGf, had
lusn guilly of extortion, and was, therefore, put to the torture, and his
bnd prmnining whrunken in consequence, he got the name of Al-Mukaff’s,
14, ' it hiw whirivolod hands’ He was put to death by the Governor
ut Iuyiuh, i wswrdanco with a secret order despatched to him by Mansir.

()f the Gresk version of Simeon Seth.

This wns mude towards the close of the eleventh century, by order
of tha Kmperor Alexis Comnenes. It is chiefly remarkable for the
wiubmtitution of (lrewk propor names for the Oriental omes. Thus, a king
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of the rats is called Tpwylhodirs, and three rats, his counsellors, are
termed Tupodpdyos, KpeofSépos, and 'Ofovoddryos.

Of the Habrew version attributed to the Rabbds Joél.

Nothing certain is known of the Translator. The version contains two
additional Chapters, the Sixteenth and Seventeenth, the former of which,
being the story of ¢ the Two Swans and the Duck,” was found by M. de Sacy
in one Arabic MS.: the latter, or the story of ‘the Dove and the Fox,’
he was unable to discover in any Arabic version.

Omitting a Syriac version doubtfully mentioned by M. de Sacy, and of
which nothing certain is known, we come next to

Rudaki's Persian Version
(8Bee p. 7 of this translation). This poet, called also Ustid Abd'l Hasan, was
born blind, and flourished at the court of Sul{fn Nasr bin Ahmad, the third
prince of the SimAnides, who, it is said, presented him with 80,000 dirams
for his metrical version, which, however, seems not to have survived to
modern times.
Of the Porsian vorsion of AbW'l M’ adli Nagr'Udh.

This was executed (see p. 8 of this translation) by command of Bahrém
Shih, thirteenth sultén of the Ghaznivites, who died A.D. 1151. It is filled
with Arabic quotations, and difficult and obeolete words; and its reputation
has been entirely lost sight of in the blaze of the more elegant version
executed by Husain Vi'iz. As enough has already been said of the latter, we
have only farther to observe that it was made about the beginning of the
15th century, and proceed to notice

The more modern Poysian version, called ¢’ Iydr-+s Ddnssh.
This was made by the celebrated Abi’l-Fagl, vasir of the remowned
Akber. His intention was to simplify the translation of Husain Vé&'iz, and
render it more intelligiblee He farther introduced two Chapters which

Husain V&'ig had retrenched. Of these the one is the Preface or Introduction
of the Arabic translator, 'Abda’llih bin Al-Mukaffs; and the other is the life
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of Burzuyah before his journey to India to procure theé Fables. Abd'l Fazl
seems to have fallen into the error common to many others, of supposing that
B@Ixémm, the Grand Vazfr of Néshfrwén, and not Burzuysh, was the
Pahlavf translator of the book. M. de Sacy has proved, however, that this is
not thé case. I
Mr. Colebrooke says of this version, ¢The ‘’Iyér-i Dénish’ comprises
sixteen chapters, ten of which, as Abi’l Fazl states in his preface, were
taken from the Hindf original, entitled ‘ Kartak and Damnak,’ and six were
added by Buzurjmihr; namely, the four last, containing stories recited by
the Brihman Bfdpi{ in answer to the questions of King Dabishlim; and
the two first, consisting of & preface by Buzurjmihr, with an introduction
by Burzuyah. Both these introductory chapters had been omitted by
Husain V4'iz, as foreign to the original work: but he substituted a different
beginning, and made other additions, some of which are indicated by him,
and the rest are pointed out by Abd'l Fagl; who has, nevertheless,
retained them as appendages not devoid of use, and therefore admissible
in a composition intended solely to convey moral instruction. The whole
~of the dramatic part, including all the dialogue between Débishlim, King
of India, and Bidpif, a Brihman of Sarindfp, as well as the finding of
Hishang's legacy, appears to have been added by the translators, although
the appellations of the king and of the philosopher, are stated to be of
'Indian origin. For Ab@’l Faszl has inserted the story at the close of
the second chapter; after expressly declaring, in one place, that the
substance of the work begins with the third; and in another, that the
two first were added by the author of the Pahlavf translation.’

Of the Urdt version, entitled Khirad-Afris, or, ‘ The Illuminator of the
Understanding.’

This is a close Hindtisténf translation of the *’Iyr-i Dénish,’ and was made
A.p. 1808, by Maulavf Hafizu'd-dfn, for the use of the College of Fort
William, at the suggestion of Dr. Gilohrist. It is written in good plain
language, and is a very useful book for students. The editor was Captain
Thomas Roebuck, a scholar of extraordinary industry and ability, to whom
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Urdé literature is much indebted. This translation obtained the highest
pecuniary reward ever bestowed at the Callege.
Of the Twurkish Version, called ‘ Humdyin Ndmah;' or, ¢ Imperial Book.

This was made in the first half of the tenth century of the Hijrah,
under the reign of the Emperor Bulsimén I., by 'Alf Chalabf bin 8&lih,
Professor at Adrianople, in the College founded by Muréd II. It is a
close translation of the ¢ Anvir-i Suhailf,’ but when the Persian verses
are obecure, they are often suppressed, and Turkish verses substituted.

There are some other Turkish versions, and amongst them a poetical
one by Jamilf.

Of Ewropean versions.

The Hebrew version was translated into Latin by John of Capua,
towards the close of the fifteenth century, and published under the title
of ¢ Directorium Humans Vits, alias Parabole Antiquorum Sapientum;’
and from it eeveral Italian, Spanish, and German translations were
made. An Italian imitation of - the *Directorium,” ascribed to Doni,
was translated into English, and printed in 1570. A Greek version
(perhaps that of Sethus) from the Arabic, was edited in 1697, with a
Latin interpretation, by Starkius. In French, a part of the Fables appeared
in 1644, under the title of ‘Le Livre des Lumidres (Anvér-i Suhailf) off 1a
Conduite des Royes;’ the translator is named David Baid, of Isfahin.
work was, however, little known in Europe, till Galland, the French translator
of the ‘Arabian Nights' Entertainments,’ undertook a version of the first
four chapters from the Turkish of "Alf Chalabf. The remaining ten chapters
were afterwards supplied by Cardonne, Professor of the Persian Language
at the Royal College of Paris, from the same original, as appears by the
title ‘ Contes et Fables Indiennes de Bidpai et de Lokman, traduites d’Ali
Tohelebi ben BSaleh, auteur Ture’ The English work, ‘Instructive and
Eatertaining Fables of Pilpay, an ancient Indian Philosopher,’ of which
s fifth edition was published in 1775, is said to have been taken from
snother French translation, which was made from the Persian and
puablished in 1709.



xvifi TRANSLATOR'S PREFACK.

It only remains that a few words be said of the present translation.! It is
perhaps the only version of the whole of Husain Vi'iz’s work which pretends
to exaet faithfulness. The Preface and the First book are much mare literal
than the remaining parts, and this greater scrupulousness at the beginning is
intended for the bemefit of students. No difficulty has been intentionally
slurred over, and though it cannot be doubted that many mistakes will be
found in so long a wark, it is hoped that they will be indulgently vicwed ;
and that the labor, at least, which has been expended upon the translation,
more especially upon the Verses, which amount to between five and six
thousand, will be appreciated. In fact a few words of approbation are the only
encouragement that either the Translator or the Publisher can look for; as,
80 little suited are Oriental works in general to the European palate that, to
use the words of Husain Vi'ig (in a somewhat different sense), they would

make
¢ The market of Egyptisn Joseph flat.’

EDWARD B. EASTWICK.
' Hailoybury, Soptember 28¢h, 1854,

! In some words I have adopted Webster's system of spelling. Thus, in the words
* honor, color, favor, odor,” and their derivatives, I have uniformly rejected the ‘u’; as also
the second ‘1’ in such words as jeweler, traveler,’ etc.; and in the past participles of
verbs not having the accent on the final syllable, such as ¢ traveled.’
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BRRATA. xxvii

Page 621 Line 12 For then Read  there.

» 648 , 87 ,  should soquire »  should not aoquire.
w » Noto 1 kefdf w  afdt, :
w 676 , 4 ,  mekhehad w  wakhohab,

With reference to Note 4, page 546, on re-perusing the lines to which they refer, I sce
that the literal translation will be, ¢ From the veritable to the imitator there are [great]
differences : the former is like David and the latter is rust.’ David is said to have been an
armourer, as is mentioned in the Kurén; See Sals, p. 248, L. 20. The sense here given to
sadd is unusual.

The Note at page 600 is wrongly placed, and refers to the word ¢ raised,’ in line 3 of
page 601.






IN TRE NAMB OF THE MOST MERCIFUL AND OOMPASSIONATE GOD!
0 GOD! AID THIS WORK AND BRING IT TO A PORTUNATR OONCLUSION !

PREFACE.

Tz Lord, the Absolutely Wise! [May his wisdom be glorified!] the glad
tributes of whoee praise and adoration flow on and circulate upon the tongues
of all created beings, both high and low, according to the saying, ¢ And there
&8 nothing which does not celebrate his praise;’* and the benefits of the tables
of whose infinite favours, in aocordance with the enduring rule, ¢ And He
Bestowod on cach thing oreation, and then guidance,’® pervade and extend
through the oollective parts of all creatures both in heaven and earth :
VERSR.
Secret-teacher of the reason that can measure subtloties!
Giver of peroeptive powers to the spirits of the wise !
Gem-bestower, Thou! of knowledge too refined for grosser sight,
Gradual back to day Thou bringest the decreasing shades of night.
in His Word ancient and venerable, and in His Book deserving of precedence
and reverence, addressed' the Lord—the Asylum of prophecy, the Sultén of
the throne, ‘I Rave with God,’* the knower of mysteries, according to the
words, ‘ And Hs taught thee that thow didst mot know,’® the lucidly eloquent,
as it is said, ‘7 em the most ologuent of Arabs and Persians,’*
DISTICHS.
From past eternity to th’ unending future ’tis
Muhammad’s name that gilds whatever is.
Sole lamp is he, whence beams of radiance shine,
In him Creation’s splendours all combine.

} Twelve lines in the Persian the verb farmidah, ‘addressed,’ (L. 15), from its

Rominative Aewat Aakim, ¢ the Imd,mbnlmly ’ (line 1) *
'BaoKur' Mar., ch. xvii, 44; 21 119 ¢The seven heavens praise Him,
::'d mw"&n i there anything which doth not celebrate

' Har.,eh.n.“ p. 287,1. 24: ‘Pharach ssid, Who is your Lord, O
OurLad whohthmuddlthmgl he hath created them,
Mthnby uulhghtvmnhon,ltmllbenm,mthe

‘mqu ven more in the Gulistén, chapter ii. 9, as follows, ¢ I
have a season vid:God,g o ministumgmgdngtwnypop et that has been
seut, can vis with me.’

¢ This is & quotation from the Kur'én, Fliigel, ch. iv. 113; Mar., 112; Sale, p. 69, 1. 16.

is as foll ‘Godhsh::,tdownnntotheo thphvph)thobookoftho

wr’Aa, and wisdom, hathhnghtthaothtwhmhﬁwu not; for the favour of
hath been groat to thee.’
¢ I conjectare this quotation tv bo & Hadis, as I am unable to find it in the Kur’én,

£ar
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O him be the blessings and benedictions of God, and on his offspring, and on
his smmediate companions, and on his followers, and on thoss who trace up to
him /—with reference to the guidance of those who study the subjects of
discipleship,! and the protection of those who seek the objects of advantage?®
—in the manner following: and pointed out to that Teacher of wisdom (of
whom it is said, ¢ Ons mighty in power taught him’)® the path of instruction
for the candidates of. the school of manners, and the way of information and
the method of improving the understanding of the students of the college
of industry and research, after this fashion, ¢ Invits to the path of thy Lord
with discretion and with gracious exhortations’* The meaning of these words
of happy tendency is as follows:—‘O Summoner of mankind to the tables
of the benefits of wise counsel and salvation, and O Guide of men to the paths
of welfare of the present existence and of the world to which all return!®
invite my servants to the right way discreetly, and direct my adorers with
kind admonitions from the gulf® of sensual desire to the garden of God's
favour; since it is not possible to discipline the headstrong appetites save by
the lash of wisdom, nor can the sensual temperaments be brought to reason
but by salutary admonition ; according as it has been said, ¢ Hadst thou been
sovers of heart, they would have been scattered.’?
VERBSE,
Each horse-tamer, who would vanquish the unbroken, flery steed,
Must the young colt first with kindness, and with gentle measures lead :
Fury will but stir the courser to more headlong heat; and so,
From the rider’s want of spirit, steeds will dull and sluggish grow.
Just as the taming of horses new to the bridle is, without observing the
niceties of gentle management, impracticable; so, to reduce to submission the
passions of the many—who, in consequence of brutish and ferine® violence
having got the mastery over their natures, have fed without prohibition or

1 Observe here a good specimen of the verbiage so admired by the Persians.
3 The verb, khitdd formidah 1y comes here, but I have been obliged to take
it several lines earlier to‘ionnect gro leg?e{;emr -
’ThnuaqnotuhonfromthoKur’ﬂn,ch.hmM Bale,{ 887,L.16: ¢ By the star when
it sctteth, your on Muhammad erreth not, nor is he lod astray : neither doth he
mﬁ..m Itnnootherthmamehhon, which hath been revealed unto him.

hg:;’:h:tlg;m‘; 13:;1; ne;;;i;l,od with understanding, taught it him; and he appeared in the

¢ Kur'tn, ﬂ.gel,I:)h xvi. 126; Mar. Bale, p. 208, last line of text: ¢ Invite men
unto the my of rd by wisdom ami ci exhortation ; and dispute with them in the
most cons manner, for thy Lord well knoweth him who strayeth from his path,

and he well knoweth those who are rightly directed.’
s Hmwvenword'mmedmtnnnhhngma’dd
¢ At page 4, 1. 3, in the edition of 1851, Adwiyah-~s should be read for Addiyah-s.
¢+ 7 Kur'fin, Fl ch.m.l68 Mar,, 160 Sale, p. 80, 1. 14 : ¢ And as to the mercy granted

uuto the disobedient from God, thou, O Muhammad | hast been mild towards them, but if

ttlﬁou hadst been severe and hard-hearted they had surely separated themselves ﬁ'om about
ee L

8 Saba’i signifies ¢ belonging to a savage beast,’” opposed to dakimi, ¢ of any animal.’
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repulse in the pasture-ground, ¢ Loave them that they may eat and ewjoy them-
selves,’? and who have not experienced the bridle of the check from forbidden
things, and the lash of the commandment [to do] what is right—will, with-
out the application of preliminary prudent measures, be in like manner
impossible ;

COTUPLET.

‘Wisdam can solve things difficult, and bring  To the expectant heart each wished-for thing,
and [it is said] ‘ He who Aas recesved wisdom, versly he has received a great good.’*
COUPLET.

Seek wisdom, study grestness, that men aye  May note thy morrow happier than to-day.?
The ¢ gracious exhortation’ spoken of in the enjoined invitation is declared to
be a discourse* of such-a nature that the hearer is made aware® that it is
purely wholesome counsel and essentially benign and clement, and they say
that ¢ gracious exhortation’ is speech of such a comprehensive description that
each one of those who hear may derive benefit from it, in proportion to the
degree of his capacity and aptitude. Such is the exhortation of the Kur’dn,
and the advice [contained in] the sacred book,® which comprehends both
exoteric and esoteric kinds [of knowledge], and contains all mysteries reli-
gious and mundane, and from the words and meaning of which every one,
whether reader or hearer, according to his degree, reaps advantage, and ¢Zo

s the speakor alludes.
COUPLET.

The young spring of its loveliness makes soul and spirit fresh ; 7

Ita soent delights the pious, and its hue enchants the flesh,
And this kind of speech has been poured out and sent down on not even one
of the greatest prophets, except our Prophet (May blessing and peace be upon
him!); nay, it is the distinctive privilege of His Holiness, the seal of
prophecy®; as Re (The blossing and peace of God be upon Rim /), sndioated in
thes, * I Aave recesved the All-comprehonsivs Words®:' and, inasmuch as sinoerity
of obedience is a cause of inheriting special intimacy with God, and productive
of the verification of relationship to Him, assuredly the minds of a select
number of His great people (who are characterised by the mark, ¢ Ys are the

! Kur'hn, F1, ch. xv. 3; Mar., 4; Sale, p. 194, L 13: ¢The time may come when the
nhqﬁm‘z.nmm&qMMm&mr’smmhmwm enjoy themselves
in this world ; and let hope entertain them . but they shall hereafter know their folly.

3 Kur'tn, ch. ii. 270 ; Sale, p. 30, 1. 28: ‘He giveth wisdom unto whom he_ pleaseth;
==oh|:}owhu?whdonhmhthrwdndmmhgwd;bntnmvﬂlwmidunupt

3 The Bombay lithographed ed. reads diA-gardad for the dik-nigarend of the ed. of 1851.
¢ Subhani-rd ghyend for sulhen ast kik ghyand.
$ Lit., ¢ It does not remain concealed from the hearer.’
¢ Furidn, a name given to the Kur'dn as discriminating right from wrong, truth from
1 For tdzah the lithographed edition reads sindeA.
¢ This is a title of Muhammad, ? Jowdm’ iu-I-kalim, & name for the Kur'én,

B 2
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best nation that hath been raised up unto mankind’* ), have become the recipients
of the lights of the most resplendent rays of that universality [of knowledge]
the borrowing of which may be [affirmed to be] from the niche of the high
prophetical office of that holy person®; and henee they consider tAat to be
perfect discourse, in the survey of the beauty of the meaning of which, the
eye of the superficial observers derives benefit from the words, and is
irradiated by the expressions; while the nostril of the esoteric examiners is
perfumed by the sweet odours of the truths and niceties which are discover-
able under its external sense; so that each individual, in proportion to his
capacity, has derived a share from its table of unlimited advantages. =~
HEMISTICH. -
No seeker passes from it uncontent,
And, from the tenor of these premises, it is understood that the more the face

of each word is adorned with the soft down and mole? of knowledge, and the
more the cheek of each advice is embellished with the cosmetic of universal
wisdom, so much the more is the heart of true lovers inclined to survey its

adornments.*
COUPLET.

The more each one is lovely *mid the fair, The more the gaze of all is centred there.
And of the many treatises,® the foundations of whose composition are [laid] on
the questions of philosophy ; and of the multitude of books, the rules of whose
arrangement are so grounded, and which comprise the auspicious things of
advice; the book of Kalflah and Damnah® is one which the philosophers of
Hind have composed in & peculiar style, and the methods of whose compre-
hensive knowledge the Brihmans, who are adorned with the bright rays of
learning, have arranged in a special manner, and have combined with one
another philosophy and merriment and mirth; and, having disposed the form
of the narrative in tales, on account of the bias of most dispositions to them,
have recounted the stories and fables by the tongues of wild beasts and
animals and birds, and in the body of them have interwoven a variety of wise
rules and salutary counsels, so that the sage may peruse them with a view to
profit, and the ignorant person may read them for recreation and the [amuse-
ment of the] romance, and that the lecturing on them may be easy to the

1 Kur':ach.iii. 110 ; Sale, p. 45, 1. 18: ¢Ye are the best nation that hath been raised
up unto ind ; ye command that which is just and ye forbid that which is unjust, and ye
believe in God.’

3 That is, Muhammad. . .

3 This is 8 constant image with Persian poets, The mole on the face is as prized as it
was in England some eighty years ago, when it was represented by s black patch,

:ﬁlmbdf,pl.ofjuhuf, ¢ the adorning of a bride.”

o lith hed edition reads as s § kutub for as jumlah-i rasdil, and the former

where thehu‘gn ogcminthe edition of 1861. % .

¢ The Persian Dictionary of Professor Johnson gives Dimnak, but I have always heard
the wordunedDmd,::ZﬁomtheMofiubdngwﬁthinMuqhi,J:jrﬁﬂn,
and other languages, I am inclined to think the latter pronunciation correct. :
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teacher and the recollection of them to the student: and, in point of fact,
that enlightened book is an orchard, the branches of the hidden meanings of
which are made bright with the flowers ‘ And therein shall they enjoy whatever
thor souls shall desire, and whatover thesr oyes ahall delight n,'' and the
environs of the rose-garden of which are aromatised and perfumed with the
geatle breezes of [the verse] ¢ What oy hath not ssen nor car Reard.
DIBTIONS.
Each maxim there & blossom is more bright—
More dazzling—than the insect lamp of night.?
Its words youth’s gracefulness and freshness shew,
‘With meanings fraught which like life’s waters flow.
And the gushing over of that fountain of truths and sage meanings is to this
degree, that, from the beginning of the display [of creation] to this time, it
has in every age conferred benefit on the students of the assembly of disciple-
ship and the apt scholars of the convention of felicity, and the garment of
the following beautiful verses is a graceful and becoming robe of honour on
the lofty stature of this book :
VERSR.

Its form is fringe like to the robe of joy? and happiness,

Its sense the gem that decks the ring of fortune and success :

‘While from its verses’ tinted cheek love’s wiles and witcherafts beam,

Its diction’s labyrinthine curls like musky ringlets seem.
And that sage of luminous mind, the Brihman B{dpéf, composed this book in
the Hind{ tongue, in the name of the world-adorning Hindi sovereign
Dibishlim, who was the ruler of several countries of Hindistdn ; and, perhaps,
in the commencement of the exordium some portion is on this account inserted
by the pen of narration, and the said sage has founded his discourse on exhorta-
tions, in order that in the government of their subjects, and in the expansion of
the carpet of justice, and in clemency, and in educating and maintaining the
fathers of the state,* and in repelling and opposing the enemies of the realm,
it might prove of service to rulers; and Dabishlfm made this book the pole-
star® of his wishes and the pillar of his designs, and with the key of the
perusal of this [volume] he always opened® the doors of the solution of
difficulties and unveiled knotty points, and in his time this precious jewel
was hid from the sight of every ome, like a peerless gem in the cabinet of its

! Kar'tn, ch. xliv.; . 364, L 20: *Enter ye into paradise, ye and wives,
m . Dishes of gold shall be carried round unto thems, and cuge without handles
and therei :Lllthayajoywhmtheir-onhlhllduire,md'whtﬂenheixeyum

m’

3 The firefly is called the shad chirdgh, ‘night-lamp,’ but the same word may also mean
¢a carbuncle,’ or ‘a glow-worm.’ .

3 Thisisa specimen of absurd and strained metaphor—*The form of the book is
lihthoﬁingo%oroboofhypinu.’

¢ That is, The nobles. 8 Lit., The point to which the face is turned in prayer.

¢ Lit, Made the opening.
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cell, and like a ruby of Badakhshén, shewed not its face from the recess
of the mine save after a thousand toils;! and after him each one of his
descendants and kinsmen who succeeded him on the imperial throne trod the
same path and exerted himself to conceal it; and, notwithstanding all this
excessive caution, the fragrant breath of the excellencies of this book had
filled the regions of the world with odour, like the borders of a rose-garden ;
and the musk-scattering bag of its virtues caused the nostrils of the diligent
inquirers® after the odours of history and tradition to be scented with
ambergris.
VERBR.

Like musk is moral worth ; from sight concealed,  ’Tis by its odour to the sense revealed.
8o the sun’s face? is ne'er obscured with clay, But still its rays diffuse a brighter day.

Till in the time of Kasra Niushirwén* this intelligence became universally
diffused that ¢ Among the treasures of the kings of Hindstin there is a book
which they have compiled from the speech of animals and brutes and birds
and reptiles and savage beasts; and all that befits a king in the matter of
government and vigilance, and is useful for princes in the observance of king-
craft, is exhibited in the folds of its leaves, and men regard it as the stock of
all advice and the medium of all advantage.’ Nishfrwin (by the rain of
whose beneficence the trees of the river of justice were rendered verdant, and
by the drops of the showers of whose favour the freshness of the rose-garden

of equity was augmented, :

COUPLET.
His justice added to the world fresh grace,  And swept oppression dust-like from its face),
felt the greatest eagerness and most unspeakable desire to peruse this book.
The physician Burzuyah,® who was chief of his class in Pars,* at the request
of Nishirwin proceeded to Hindistin, and was there during a long period ;

1 Lit., A thousand blood of the liver.

3 The lithographed edition reads mustanshikdn, ¢enuffers-up,’ which seems botter as
preserving the metaphor.

3 The lithographed odition reads chashmar-s for chihrah-¢, which I think preferable; since
¢a fountain’ may be said to be muddied, but a fuco can hardly be so.

¢ Nashirwhn (s ‘sweet,” rawdn, ‘life’ or * soul’f, the son of Kub4d, surnamed
al-'adil, ‘ the Just,’ and called by the Arabs knm, and b)' the Persians Khusrau (our Chosrocs),
was the twentieth King of the fourth dynasty of ersia, viz., that of the Sassanides or
Khusravians. He was coten?orary with Justin and Justininn—from the first of whom he
took Edessa, Antioch, and Apamea, in Syria; and, from the second, Raca and Dars, in
Mesopotamis, and Halab or Aleppo in Smmﬂe defeated the Khakén or ruler of Turkestén,
and conquered Afghanistin and other provinces as far as the Indus. His own eo
Nushizd, who, on account of professing Christianity, had been imprisoned by him, rai
the standard of revolt against him, but was defeated and slain. Maertk, King of Zthiopia,
who had invaded Arabia, wus overcome by him, and driven back to his own country.
Finally, after a glorious reign of 48 g‘ean, he diod, and was succeeded by his son Hurm
Muhammad was in the reign of Nashirwén, A.D. 678. [Sce D'Herbelot, s.v.]

8 D’Herbelot gives no information respecting this worthy besides what is here furnished,
except that some attribute the translation to Buzurg Mihr, the celebrated Vazir of Ntshirwén,
and proceptor of his son Hurmuzd. Sec D’Herbelot, vol. 1. p. 217,

8. Phrs, called by the Arabs, who have no p in their language, Férs, is said to have been
the name of a son of Shem, by whom Persia was colonized.
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and, by a variety of artifices and devices, having secured® the book, got
possession of it, and, having translated the Indian words into the Pahlav{?
dialect, which was the language at that time spoken by the Sulténs of Irén,?
submitted it to Nushirwén, and, being so fortunate as to have [his gift]
accepted, was honoured with [the monarch’s] approbation. [Hereupon] His
Highnees the Shéh's estimation of the book ascended the ladders of perfec-
tion; and the actions of Nish{rwin, as might be traced in his development of
justice, and in his beneficence, and his conquest of countries, and his [method
of ] soothing the hearts of his subjects, were based on the perusal of the book :
and, after Nashirwén, the Persian kings also honoured it, and kept it out of
sight with excessive care, until the time when the second Khaliph of the
'Abbésls, AbG Jafar Mansir-bin-Muhammad-bin-’Alf-bin-'Abdu’ 1ldh-bin
’Abbés¢ (May God approve of them !) heard news of that book, and displayed
the greatest eagerness® to obtain it, and, by some clever devices, having got
possession of the Pahlavi copy, commanded Imim Abd’l-Hasan ’Abdu’llih-
bin-Mukann’a,® who was the chief of the learned men of that age, so that he
translated the whole of it from the Pahlav{ into Arabic, and he (the Khaliph)
kept it continually under perusal, and based his imperial ordinances and his
regulations as regards justice and clemency, on those counsels and precepts.
Next, Abd’l-Hasan Nagr bin Ahmad Samén{’ commanded one of the learned
men of the age, so that he translated the work from the Arabic language into
Persian, and the poet Ridakf,® by direction of the Sultin, arranged it in
ofder of verse; and, again, Abi’l-Muzaffar Bahrim Shéh-bin-Sulfin Masa’ud,*

'} Tomasouk nemidah, lit., ‘ having clutched,’ ‘having struck the claws into.’

* Pahlavi, the ancient language of Persis, or that modification of it which intervencd
between the and the language of Firdausi.

3 Irkn, a name of Persia given to it from Iraj, son of Faridan, :

¢ This Khalifah suocceded his brother, Aba’l *Abbés §ifa, A.H. 136. In consequence of
8 rebellion in_his capital of Anbar, he determined to deprive it of the honour of being his
chief city, and with Einvicw laid the foundations of Baghdsd in A.H. 145. He died while
on pilgrmmage to Makkah, A H. 168, and was succeoded by his son Mahdi.

6 This meaning of shagAf is omitted in Johnson's Persian Dictionary, but I venture to
.doptiz&onthnuidntred{xixmentoftheeonm .

¢ D’Herbelot gives no additional iculars respecting this . Mukann'a, the
mmdpo?munmm,m the reign of tho son of Mangar, and was
consequently nearly cotemporary with the abovo loarned man.

7 This was the the third pri oﬂhefamilyofSﬁth and to him M'utamad, fourteenth
Wdﬁnhomof’Abg:m ve the government of [ransoxiana, A-H. 261,

¢ Rodaki, in the edition of 1851 improperly written Ra was the earliest of the
Persian poets ; and is seid by his verses in praise of Bukhéré, to have induced Nasr 86méni
to return to that capital after he had deserted it for the attractions of Hirft. He received
80,000 dirhams for his version of Bidpti's fables. Soe Elphinstone’s India, vol. 1., p. 563,
sotet.

9 Bahrim Sh&h, son of Masa’td, was the thirteenth Sultén of the race of the Ghagnivites.
He rebelled sucocesfully against his elder brother, Arslén i.h} supported by the forces of
Snlg:‘s:ajh&ljuki. is son, Kbusrau Shéh, was the last of the dynasty, and after him
the of Ghar mounted the throne. Babrbm Shh was a great patrop of litcrary mon.
He died A.H. 567, A.D. 1151,
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one of the descendants of Sultdin Mahmtd-i Ghézf of Ghaznf, who is cele-
brated by the sage Sanéf,’ issued a command, so that the most eloquent of
eloquent men and the most powerful of rhetoricians, Abd’l Ma'4l{f Nagru'll4h-
bin-Muhammad-bin-Al-Ham{d (God rest his soul, and grant him incressing
triumph in the mansions of Paradise!) translated it from the copy of Ibn-i
Mukann'a, and this book, which has now become celebrated by [the name of]
Kalflah and Damnah, is the translation of the aforesaid learned man?; and,
in truth, its style in elegance resembles the sweetness of life; and in freshness
it is like many-hued coral; and its fascinating words are like the love-
allurements of honey-lipped mistresses, whose charms provoke dissension;
and its life-increasing meanings may be compared to the ringlets of tender
youths, who delight the heart.
VERSE.

Its words are like the ringlets of the beauties of Chigil ;3

And in its every page new joys th’ enraptured spirit fill,

Its meanings, [sparkling] underneath its letters’ inky night,

Are brilliant as the sunny ray, or like the moon-beams bright.
To the blackness of its letters, which may be termed the collyrium of the jewels*
of meaning, a place might be given on the white page of the tablet of the
visual organ; and to the whiteness of its paper, which may be called the
dawn of the morning of joyousness, a location might be assigned on the dark
pupil of the wotld-viewing eye.

COUPLET,
On the white tablet of a Hari's eye 't were due,
That Eden’s penman traced its letters’ inky hue.
And, although those who it on the throne of the court of style are unanimous
in praise of the magnificence of the words, and in applauding the eloquence
of its compounds, )
HEMISTICH.
) Tyuly the word is that which Hasdm® said ;
nevertheless, through the introduction of strange words and by overstraining
the language with the beauties of Arabic expressions and hyperbole in meta-
phors and similes of various kinds, and exaggeration and prolixity in words
and obscurity of expression, the mind of the hearer is kept back from enjoy-
ment of the meaning of the book, and from apprehending the pith of the

1 San4i (or Sin4s) was a celebrated Persian poet, often styled Khwéjah or Hakim Sansf.
His proper name was Muhammad-bin-Adam, mm was the author of a religious poem called
the 116hi Namah, consisting of prayers and h also of some odes, and of a religious poem
called the Hadikah, or ‘;:gn-pgmtation.' e flourished sbout 1180 A.D.

8 Lit.,, Our Lord. .

3 A city (says the Dictionary) in Turkestin, famous for handsome men and expert archers,

4 The Orientals to this day believe that if pearls, rubies, or other jewels are dissolved and
mixed with collyrium, they produce & most beneficial effect on the eyes. From the same notion,
T have been advised to look oonstantly at a turquoise ring to refresh the weary sight.

5 T am ashamed to say I can throw no light on this dictum of Hazém, The lithographed
edition reads Hagdm-i, and one MS. Huzdm.
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subject ; and the disposition of the reader also is unable to perform the task
of connecting the beginnings of the story with the terminations, and of
adjusting the commencements of the discourse with the conclusions; and
this circumstance will undoubtedly be a cause of disrelish and a source of
ennui both to the reader and the hearer, especially in this age, so characterized
by fastidiousness, in which the minds of its children have become nice to such
a degree that they expect! to perceive the meaning without its being decked
out on the richly ornamented bridal-bed, as it were, of language; how much
more when in some of the words they may require to employ & minute
ocomparison of the dictionary, and to examine glossaries? with care. Henoe,
too, it all but-came to pass that a book of such preciousness [as this is] was
almost neglected and sbandoned, and that the people of the world were
deprived of its advantages and excluded from them. On this account, at the
present time, His Highness the seal of sovereignty, whose luminously gifted
nature comprehends all perfections, and whose sublimely characterized qua-
lities have risen from the dawning-place of excellence and spirituality, the
magnanimous Lord, who, notwithstanding his proximity to His Majesty the
Sultén of the age and the Khikén? of the time, the spreader of the carpet of
security and peace, the Diffuser of the marks of goodnees and beneflcence,
the Sun of the zenith of the Khalifats and -empire, the Jupiter of the zodiac
of domision s2d principality,
courLET.
King! thou art balm to eyes of princes, ruler thou of east and west! -
AbG '1-Ghsf Sulthn Husain,é realm and doctrine on thee rest.

( May God perpstuats his kingdom and his power !) yee, notwithstanding the
being looked on with favour by the glances of that high personage, endowed
as they are with the properties of the philosopher’s stone, [still] he has
shaken free his magnanimous ekirt from the dust of worldly pageants /¢ Bu¢
the presont life is only a decestful provision’ )* and has not permitted the page
of his pure heart to be inscribed with

' One MS. reads mi-ddnend for mi-ddrand, which is the reading of the lithographed
edition and that of 1851. .

3 Kashf-i ma’ dnl, * Manifestation of Meanings,' is the title of certain glossaries.

3 A title of the ruler of Turkestn, see p. 6, note 4. It is applied generally to any

¢ Husain Mirzé, ki dﬁwﬁ*mof!mﬁr,thomol&ikmh,tbomof
'Umar Shekh, m:;lhn;‘of TimGr or Tamerlane, was surnamed Abg 'l G on account of
his victories ; for be defoated and put to death Jadighiar, the son of M Mirzé, the
oon of Baissancor, the son of S| R fourth son of Tamerlane, who had made himself
Iﬂ:'::?m and of the city of his capital, in A.H. 8756 == A.D. 1470, He
ied on many wars and obtained signal victories over the Ugbak T who had
Bébar from xians, Hom;ofutpthonoflunedmu;md ondemir
i AH. He died A.H. 911 = A.D. 1505. (See

|

Ir Herbelot, s.9.)
¢ Kurbn, Mar., ch. iii. 186 ; . 63, 1. 10: ¢ Every soul shall taste of death, and
Mhnmm;ubmm&wr%‘:r’wﬁon; mm who shall boﬁrmovedfm’:
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COUPLET.
The magic of this five-day, fleeting dream—
Land and domains—which fools perpetual doem,
and has kept in full view, [as a guide] to his own affairs, this saying of
happy tendency—

COUPLET.
Fairer the mole of self-restraint upon the cheek of might;
The robe of charity appears upon the rich more bright,
and regards the promoting of the wishes of the oppressed and the disappointed,
and the furthering of the affairs of the bereft, as the means of acquiring
provision for the finel state ; nor has suffered himself to be stigmatized with
neglecting the meaning of this excellent memento, '
COUPLET.
Fortunc's ten-day fickle friendship is a false, bewildering spell :
Deem advantage lics in serving those, my friend ! who love thee well!
And ho 18 the great Amir, the place where all excellencies and high gualities®
oontre through the sublimity of Res spirst, the favoured with the gifts of the
sole King, the Orderer of the state and of religion, the Amir Shekh Ahmad,
oslobrated by the title Suhaill® (may God bestow om him, as an especial distine-
tion, the peacs of Salmdn amd the perfection of Kumail,)* who, without
compliment, is the star Canopus, shining from the right hand of Yaman,
and a sun, diffusing radiance from the dawning-place of affection and fidelity.
COUPLET.
Where'or, Canopus! falls thy ray, and where  Thou risest, fortune’s marks are surcly there.
‘With a view to the universal diffusion of what is advantageous to mankind,
and the multiplying what is beneficial to high and low, he condescended to
favour me with an intimation of his high will that this humble individual,
devoid of ability, and this insignificant person of small capital, Husain-bin
'Alf-u'l-W#'iz, known by the name of Késhiff (May God most High strengthon
him with ITia hiddsn favours),® should be bold enough to clothe the said book
in o now dross, and bestow fresh adornment on the beauty of its tales of
esoterio moeaning, which were ‘veiled and concealed by the curtain of obscure

hell-fire, and ahall bo admitted into Paradise, shall bo bappy ; but the present life is only a
docoitful posacssion,’

} Thoso lincs ocour in the third odo of Hafix; Culcutta lithographed odition, p. 84, L 7.

3 It should ho as In both tho lithographed and M8, cditions, wa’é-ma’dlf. The printed
odition has dropped the wa,

* Of this worthy I know no more than that ho was the Generalissimo of Sulttn Husain
above mentioned &u&{) 9, note 4], that ho wus surnamed Subaili, and that at his instiga-
tion, Kashifi comploted his now translution of Bidpai's Fables.

¢ This word Kumail significs in Arabio ¢sccomplished, and is the surname of several
{llustrious porsons, A king of this namo reigned in t, A.D, 1218, and was the ncphew
of Raladin, and a groat conquoror, Boco ﬁ?l{orbelo vol. i, page 246: for SalmGn sco
D'Herhelot, vol, i, p. 802, but it is doubtful to whom tho allusion applics.

l J The lithographed edition reads o0 1-dwt W' khaff fox the b i=In?fu *i-hakki of the printed
on,
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words and the wimple .of difficult expressions, by presenting them on the
stages of lucid style and the upper chambers of becoming metaphors, after a
fashion that the eye of every examiner, without a glance of penetration or
penetration of vision, may enjoy & share of the loveliness of those beauties of
the ornamented bridal-chamber of narrative, and the heart of every wise
person, without the trouble of imagining or the imagining trouble,' may
obtain the fruition of union with those delicately reared ones of the closet of
the mind.
DISTICHS.
Thus spake the man of eloquonce to me,
4O gardener of the garden of debate!
Thou in this garden, pure and heavenly,
8o plant the trecs of hidden meaning that
Whoe'cr the taster of the fruits may be,
Shall thus address thoc, “ O thou fortunate!
Sweet are the fruits that this thy gardem fiI,
Each than the last scems fairer, lovelicr still”*

And as there was no evading obedience to that peerlcss mandate, and the
maxim ¢ Wisdom ¢s from Yaman,' shewed itsclf from the dawmngplaeeof

the light of Canopus, .

OCOUPLET.

Wisdom from Arabis come—so the Prince of Arabs? said ;

Should wo marvel if Canopus has then wisdom on us shed ?
After prayer for the blessing of God, and asking leave, I entered on this
undertaking ; and, whatever has flowed from the tongue * of my pen and the
pen of my tongue from the invisible world,—that has been written down:
and [the reader] must know that the basis of the book Kalflah and Damnah is
on practical wisdom,® and by practical wisdom is meant knowledge of the
actions of the will and the practices natural to the human race, in & manner
that may be conducive to the ordering of the affairs of the world to which we
must return, and the present world of men, and may tend to arriving at
perfection in those things at which men aim. And this kind of wisdom is
first of all divided into two kinds, the ome, that which may be referred to
each person individually; the second, that which relates to a body of men
viewed in association. The former of these, which is referable to each person
individuslly, and in which the society of another is not supposable, they call
‘refinement of morals;’ and the other, which has reference to a collective
body, admits of & second two-fold division,—the one, partnership in abode and

'Mnhhnhlcwxdmummnduedbemhuohtylo
dhtvlncbshxﬂhehb called, rose to the
rlghdﬁe.’humlwﬁng&oma t,mdeomequentl thedmctwnofAnbn and
the Prophet said that wisdom camo from Arabia, w! orewudommghtbeloobdfol
-ﬁhmo{&n&noyu Bmhuthemumngofthntnﬂmg

3 The Mikmet-i ‘ameli is ppéwnous opposed to *ilm, éxiorfin and ddndi, copla.
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habitation, which they call domestic economy; and the other community in city
and country, and, moreover, in clime and realm, which is named civic economy ;
and the said book comprehends the three kinds that have just been mentioned,
and various advantages connected with the latter sorts, and that which has
reference to ‘refinement of morals’ is not treated of, save incidentally.
‘Wherefore, although the means existed of adducing somewhat as to the excel-
lencies of morals, we were loth to allow of a complete change in the arrange-
ment of the book, and hence avoiding the hindrance of an increase to its
chapters, we adhered to the same plan that had been adopted by the sage of
Hind, and having dropped the first two chapters, in which no extraordinary
advantage was discoverable, and which did not enter into the original design
of the book, we wrote the other fourteen in a clear and easy style, and
included in the composition the tales in the way of dialogue between the King
and the Bréhman, after the manner mentioned in the beginning: and before
introducing the opening chapters, we thought it necessary to commence with a
story, which may serve as a source of the narrative; and further, since the
style adopted in the said book is to employ as a medium obscurity 6f expres-
sion, so, if in the composition of the said work the reins of narration have
turned from the usnal rogd in which authors write, and from the mode of
composition of ordinary writers to the path of descent, the excuse will be
plain. |
COUPLET.
I that have strung these pearls of sense, indite /
No word but that which others bade me write.
It is further to be noted that in the midst of the tales I have but briefly
availed myself of tho various sorts of Arabic expressions, by introducing
certain verses from the Kur'dn and sayings of the Prophet necessary to be
mentioned, and traditions and well-known proverbs; and have not clogged
the work by employing Arabic verses, but have adorned the page of the
narrative with the jewels of Persian poetry, which is inlaid like blended
gems and gold.
DISTICHS.
Let thy discourse be blent in skilful wise,
Now sink to prose, and now poetic rise, ‘
Since now in this the changeful mind finds ease,
Now that delights, and this has ccased to please,
Moreover, in the place where the different chapters are written, wherever the
introduction of a story or the recital of a maxim seemed pertinent, in accord-
ance with the observation,
HEMISTICH.

*Tis fit that nosegays should with grass be bound.

I shall proceed with the steps of boldness on the road of self-discretion, and
this poor person, though he sces that in attempting this work he is & mark
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for the shafts of censure, nevertheless submits with * the tongue of humility
in the sudience-hall of apology, and on the standing-ground of respectful
representation, to the orators arrayed with eloquence, and the eloquentinvested
with * oratory, this apophthegm, ¢ Hs that ts commanded ss ezcused’ ; and in
reply to the threatening sentence, ¢ Whoever composss, makes himself a butt,’
he offers this rejoinder deserving of acceptance, ‘ He who composes produces
something now.’
VERSE.

‘When equity informs the sight we pass As poarls, what are in truth but beads of glass.
I for my failure am with shame oppressed; Do not with saroasm wound anew my breast,

For none amid the ranks of pious men, Reproach the fallen, or th’ abased contemn :

No faults are seen by merit-searching eyes, And we may well the blame of fools despise.

HEMSTICH.
To oc’ry fauit the oye of favour's closed,

May God graciously gusde us to that which He loves, and de pleased swith and
seal up owr states and owr - hopes and owr fates happily and fasrly; and this
book, which is entitled the ‘Anvér-i Suhailf,’ has fourteen chapters after the
manner that is herewith particularly detailed :

Chapter I.  On avoiding the talk of slanderers and calumniators.

” II.  On the punishment of evil doers, and their disastrous end.

» III. On the agreement of friends, and the advantages of their
mutually aiding one another.

»  IV. On the subject of attentively regarding the circumstances of
our enemies, and not being secure as to their stratagems
and machinations.

» V. On the detriment of giving way to negligence, and of
permitting the objects of desire to escape from one’s
hands. ‘

» YL On the calamitious results of precipitation, and the injurious-
ness of haste.

»  VIL. Of vigilance and deliberation, and of escaping from the
injuries of foes.

» VIII. On avoiding the malevolent, and not relying on their pro-
fessions of attachment.

» IX. Of the excellence of clemency, that it is the best attribute
of kings, and the most pleasing quality of the mighty.

»  X.  On the subject of requiting actions by way of retribution.

"‘ The lithographed edition and MSS. read der sedds, while the edition of 1851 omits the

P 8¢ dr is an under garment, disdr one worn sbove another.
3 The printed edition has a different reading, men angafa, ¢ Whoever deals justly.’
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Chapter XI. On the detriment of seeking more and failing in one's object.
» XII. Of the excellence of mildness and calmness, and tranquillity
and composure, especially in kings.
»  XIII. On the shunning the speeches of the perfidious and the
traitorous by kings.
»  XIV. On abstaining from regard to the vicissitudes of time, and
the basing one's actions on the decrees and will of God.

After the list of the chapters the story commences, which will form the source
of the narrative : and sucoess is from the One God.
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CHAPTER I

ON AVOIDING THE TALK OF SLANDERERS AND CALUMNIATORS.

INTRODUCTIOR.

Tue jewellers of the street of the bizér of meanings, and the money-changers
of the mint of eloquence, and the portrait-painters of the marvels of narration,
and the statuaries of the wonders of romance, have adorned the frontispiece of
the volumes of history after this manner; and have decked and embellished the
title-page of the scrolls of nocturnal conversations in this wise: to wit, that
—In former times, in the remote limits of the empire of China, there was a
king, the fame of whose wealth and successful fortune had passed through all
quarters and directions of the world, and the tale of whose magnificence and
regal dignity was manifest like the sun at noonday. Celebrated princes had
drawn the ring of obedience to him through the ear of their soul, and kings
of exalted rank had for him put on the shoulders of their hearts the saddle-
cloth of allegiance,’
VERSE.

Like Farfidtn® in pomp was he, Jamshid? in regal state,

Like Dark¢ widely-sheltering, and like Sikandar® great :

Flame and water blent together by his justice and his might,

As moon-like beauties’ checks, whereon commingle red and white,

On the border of the carpet of his daily-increasing fortune, world-subduing
nobles and right-counselling Vazirs always belted on the cincture of obedience
to the waist of their soul: and at the foot of his throne, stable as the firma-
ment, venerable sages and men wise in counsel, sate ever in the chair of
loyalty. His treasury was stored with jewels of various kinds, and ooins of
divers sorts; and his army, numerous and remowed, exceeded the limits of
calculation and reckoning. His valour was combined with generosity, and
his dominion wes joined with duse repression of crime.

DISTICHS,
He scarred the faces of the rebel horde,  And clove his foeman’s forehead with the sword ;
The bloody by his justice vanquished stand ; Relieved, the helpless own his bounteous hand.

1 The ring in the ear and the cloth on the shoulder are marks of servitude in the East.

2 ParidGn was the seventh of Persia, of the first dynasty, famous for overthro
mmmmmmmmm i of his reign. i

3 Jamshid was the fourth monarch of the first or Peshdédyan dynasty of Persia. He was
dethroned by Zahhtk. Thmcompcﬁnmmmmﬁtoin}lenimpootqthmmtm’lbov
or Phaobus’ rays with us.

¢ Dirt is Darius Codomanus, whom Oricntals make the cousin of Sikandar or Alcxander.

¢ Alcxander.
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And they called that king Huméytin Fil,! since by his comprehensive justice
the state of his subjects was fortunate, and by his perfeet benignity, the con-
dition of the indigent and poor was linked and conjunct with freedom from
care and with tranquillity. If the officer of justioe does not exert himself in
controuling the condition of the subject, the thief of wickedness with the aid
of oppression will bring ruin on the fortunes of high and low; and if the ray
of the candle of equity does not illumine the dark hovel of the distressed, the
shades of oppression will cast a gloom, like the heart of the tyrannical, over
all regions and quarters of the state,
DISTICHS,

A monarch’s fortunes in his justice lie ; God's favour is his best security.

Repents he of his justice; then, too late, He'll soe misrule his empire devastate.
And this King had a Vazir, a cherisher of his subjects and a diffuser of mercies,
whose world-adorning intellect was wont to be the light of the dormitory
of the state; and whose right-aiming purpose would, by a single deliberation,
solve a thousand difficult knots. The weighty anchor of his benignity secured
the ship of the ocean of sedition in that troublous whirlpool; and the rough
blast of his chastisement tore up, root and branch, the skirt-detaining boughs

of the thorn-thickets of injustice.
VERSE,

8o well his soul its purpose could pursus, A single scheme a hundred hosts o’er-threw .

_ Did he the ordering of the state begin, A single letter could a kingdom win.

And forasmuch as the affairs of the empire derived perfoct lustre from his
suspicious counsels, they. call him Khujistah R4{;* and Huméyin Fal
embarked in no undertaking without his advice, nor commenced any matter,
small or great, without consulting him, nor belted the waist of war in the
plain of battle without his permission, nor took his seat on the throne of mirth
and enjoyment in the palace of festivity without a signal from him: and
assuredly it behoves illustrious monarchs and fortunate princes, according to
the injunction, ¢.And consulé them in your business,’ ® not to enter upon state
deliberations without the aid of the counsels of sagacious and eminent men;
and to direct the administration of their affairs and their mandates, according
to the advice of consummate ministers and intelligent counsellors; so that,
aocording to the purport [of the saying] ‘.4 people consults not without God's
guiding them to the most perfect matter,’ whatever proceeds from them is con-
sistent with what is most advisable, and comprehends the security of the world
and the welfare of the children of Adam.

! Humébytn F4l, 1.¢., Fortunate presage. 3 That is, Fortunate mind or opinion.
3 See p. 2, note 7, wherea portion of the same verse of the Eur'én is noticed. FL ch. iii,
168 ; Mar., 160; Sale, p. 30, L. 16: ¢ And as to the mercy ted unto the disobedient from
m thou, O Muhammad ! hast been mild towards them; but if thou hadst been severe and
-hearted, they had surely separated themselves from about thes., Therefore forgive them,

and ask pardon for them ; and consnlt them in the affair of war.’
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COUPLET.
In all things counsel should be taken ;—where *Tis not, advantage will be wanting there.
It happened that one day HumAytn Fél went forth to the chase. Khujistah
BA{, like fortune, waited on the stirrup of HumAytn, and' the spacious extent
of the hunting-ground was a cause of envy to the sky above, on account of the
auspicious footsteps of the King; and the celestial eagle, in the expectation
of becoming the prey of the royal falcon, turned towards the centre of the
earth. The hunting animals, having broken their bonds and having sprung
forth from their fetters and confinement, put themselves in motion in pursuit
of game. The hunting pard, covered with its leopard ekin, became eyes all
over its body, to gaze the better on the beauty of the dark-eyed antelopes;?*
and the dog, with its lion-like claws, in the desire of capturing the hare,
learned a thousand kinds of vulpine artifices. ~The high-soaring hawk, like a
far-flying arrow from the thumb-stall of the archer, set his face towards the
zenith : and the food-providing® falcon with the wound of its blood-spilling
talons, tore out the arteries from the throat of the quarry.
DISTICHS.
Forth leapt the light-winged faloons, swift to soar,
Sharpening their talons in the quarry’s gore;
Now swept the hawk destructive through the sky,
Parrot nor francolin was left on high:
On every side the ambushed leopard strains,
No passage for the bounding deer remasins;
And by its coursings, fleet Arabia’s hound,
Makes scant for flight the plain’s extremest bound.
And when the King had finished the sport-of the chase, and had emptied the
desert of beasts and the air of birds, his retinue obtained leave to depart, and
the King and his Vazir bent their steps towards the capital ; but during that
time their caftans ¢ of steel were rendered soft as wax by the heat of the sux ;
and from the warmth of the horse-armour, which boasted an equality with a
flame of fire, the swift-paced courser was burnt up on the spot,
DISTICHS.
Mine, then, and mountain to fire-temples grew,
The earth was baked, and scorched heaven’s vault of blue:
The birds concealed amid the branches slept,
The beasts within their lurking-places crept.

3 The printed edition omits ws.
'mgmwmmlwp&mmwm %;&mm&d&?&%
antalope, as some philosophers us monkeys o ensile m
desire to hang on trecs.

3 This word may also mean ¢ captive-taking.’ bt ition of £

¢ The dictionary renders thafids, ¢ a vest worn under srmour’ ; the addition of fauldd
shows that this sense is inadmissible b . ’ :

E

c
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Humaytn Fil, said to Khujistah R4f, ¢In such a heated atmosphere it is not
wise to bestir ourselves, nor is it possible to escape the heat by taking shelter
in the shade of a pavilion. From the ardent warmth, the terrestrial globe is
heated like a smith’s forge ; and the earth’s centre, like the expanse of sther,
has become & quarry of fire. How dost thou advise—that for a time we
should rest in the shade, and when the ’Ank4 ! of the sun inclines to its nest
in the west, we too may alight at our victorious abode?’ Khujistah RA{
unloosed the tongue of praise and said,
COUPLET.
¢ 8un of this region! shade of the Most High!
Than pheenix-wings more blest thy canopy.
To thy subjects, who take refuge under the shadow of the pheenix, as under a
king’s banner, there is no apprehension from the flame of the sun’s world-
consuming torch,
COUPLET.
From the sun of changeful fortune, wherefore should we danger dread?
When the shadow of thy favour o’er us is, protective, spread.

Nevertheless, it appears to be essentially beneficial that the sublimely-gifted
person of the King, the shadow of God, in the shade of whose fortune the
people are at rest, should take refuge from the heat of the atmosphere, whence
results a variety of annoyances and aches ;

HEMISTICH.

By thy security all climes are safe.
And I behold in the vicinity a mountain lofty as the magnanimity of the brave,
and exalted as the rank of the pious. A short time ago, I went there: from
head to foot it was clothed in a green mantle, and a thousand fountains of
sweet water bubbled up from its pure breast. Its odoriferous herbs and flowers
shone like the stars of heaven, and its fountain-like rivulets glittered like the
brooks of the garden of Paradise. The advisable course is this, that the reins
of intention should be turned in that direction, that for a short time we may
be gladdened like verdure beneath the willow-shade; and for & moment may
be refreshed and contented like the jasmine at the water’s edge, and at the
boundary of the parterre,
COUPLET.

By the bank of the rivulet seated, watch the current of life flow past:

For this token may well suffice us of a world’s pageant which may not last’
Huméyin Fél, agreeably to the advice of Khujistah R4{, turned his face in
that direction and in & short time, having passed over the distance, made

! The *Anké is a fabulous bird which is ssid to be s’alim-s7 i Réd-w'l jiom,
¢known in name, unknown in body.’ i
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with the dust of the hoof of his cream-coloured steed, magnificent as that of
Rustam,' the skirt of the mountain, like the sleeve of those possessed of
prosperous fortune, a kissing-place for the happy. He beheld a mountain
which raised its lofty summit beyond the highest part of the sky and which
brought the top of its green sward® near the gilded shield of the sun, or rather
it was like a Shekb, who, according to the description, ‘. And [we mads] the
mountains as stakss’® has brought the foot of constancy under the robe of
dignity, while from his eyes the stream of tears flowing on has reached his
skirt. The king having ascended the mountain,* and having girt his clothes
around his waist as & cloud [girdles a hill], made a circuit round it on every
side. On a sudden, an expanse sppeared, in extent like the plain of hope;
and a space was presented to his eyes, like the expansion of anticipation in
exoessive amplitude. In its verdure it resembled the flower-garden of heaven,
and in its waters and air it equaled the verdant meads of Paradise; and in its
ares, the violet sprang up in vicinity to the rose, like the captivating tresses of
the besutiful, and young hyacinths, with self-springing tulips, grew up
dehghﬂalliketheoxvet-d:ﬂnnngnnglehofthemgabhppedﬁxr The
willow of Tebaristin was arrayed in its vermilion eatin vest’ and the
straight cypress had robed itself with its silken pistachio-coloured head-dress.
The tongue of the perfame-loaded zephyr disclosed to the four quarters of the
world the secrets of the sweet plaiits of the garden, and, from the discourse of
the Nightingale, the story of the Rose’s hue and fragrance reached the ears of
the dwellers in the Mansions on High.
DISTICHS.

Delightful, heart-expanding, its water and its air,

A resting-place suspicious,—a gladsome spot and fair.

Upsprang, beside each brooklet, sweet flowers of many a hue,

With their faces and their limbs all sprinkled o'er with dew.

Trees reared aloft their stature like idols tall ; and they,

Seeamed each than its next neighbour more beauty to display.

And birds upon the branches poured forth full many a note;

‘Which like sounds of rich-toned organs through heaven scemed to float.

! Rekhsh, the name ofnuhmschnrgundtheonlneodwhﬁeo sup] the
hero's xdipes Bapiuu s he leaned upon its loins. Allo{hethonumuubulm‘

"lemnmhm 'hopukoftmhmnwmynedtotgremwwd.

'Ku’h,llt ln:vin.,o Bala,&m 1. 8: ‘Have we not made the earth for a bed,

and the mountains for ’ The same idea occurs in the 16th and 31st
m«mxwu.

‘Tbhﬁwgnphd rudnkbdldl,fortho ted edition’s deh-bdidi. Tho
metaphor is overstrained mbuyond mmﬁ ther the king moved round the

mlih:dovd,whmhdnphugmthhlclondbelhngahﬂl—m

"l'blnhgupbdedmanmdlmwmfwﬂlo printed edition’s wimah-i.
* c2
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And there, the lovely cyprees, surpassing Eden’s, waved,
On every leaflet shewing, ¢ Good! good! to them!’ engraved.
And in the midst of that verdant plain was a lake, whose water, like that of
life, strengthened the soul, and was like Salsabfl in Paradise, of exquisite
delicacy and purity.
COUPLET.

Glanced in its waves fish of & silver hue, Like the young moon in heaven's vault of blue,

The Vazfr commanded that they should adorn the margin of the lake with a
throne for the king; and Huméytin Fal seated himself on the cushion of ease.
The attendants of his auspicious retinue disposed themselves to rest under the
shade of trees on the bank of a rivulet, and regarding their Eden-like halting-
place, after that fiery atmosphere, as a rare blessing, repeated with the tongue
of ecstesy this couplet, _ .

COUPLET. .
I from the waste, O God ! of toil and pain Am freed—and sit on Iram’s 2 flowery plain.
The King and the Vazir dismounted from their horses and elephants in a
corner of the plain, and without playing [chess] through check to the queen
on their vain imaginations, averted the countenance of their lofty spirits from
the worthless trifles of this world, and bending their meditations on the
wonders of God’s creation, and the marvels of His infinite productions,
performed the recital of the praise of that King Most High, the artist of
whose fixed decree, with the pen of omnipotence, has engraven such beautiful
pictures on the surface of the mountain’s stony tablet; and the magic of
whose power brings forth from the heart of the rock all these variegated
plants. At one time they repeated a couplet from the Gulistin,®

Not sole, the rose-couched Bulbul hymns His name;

Each thorn’s a tongue his marvels to proclaim.
At another they contemplated this picture from the Nighristdn,*

COUPLET.

For the rose-leaf now He fashions a light chariot on the winds;
Now a chain of limpid water® on the breeses’ feet he binds.

1 Tida, ‘good,’ is the name of a tree in Paradise.
a 3 I?.‘Tg’.thenam:eofﬁbnlmgud}mnidtouiﬁinAnbiagelix,ht:dtob;ﬁlledwith
80 a8 a counterpart of Paradise. are said to have made b
R Koy gl S L 7 Y
3 The lines occur in the Gulistén of §'ads, book ii., story 2. See my translation (p. 129)
(Austin, Hertford, 1862). The version above I prefer as giving the force of the nak.
.4 There are three works of this name (which signifies ‘ A Gallery of Pictures’) The first
was written by Ahmad-bin-Mubammad ’Abdu’l-Ghafbre'l-Kagwini ; the second by Mir-u
'd-din v’ Isforaini; and the third by Maula-bin-Sulaimén. * The first contains anecdotes of
each prince of the several Persian dynasties.
. ° The ripplo on the water is com; to a chain which is said to be put upon the wind,
in order to make an antithesis to the former sentence, where the air in its free course is com-

pared to a car. :
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Now from the linked writing, which the omnipotent pen has inscribed on the
page of the waters, they read these words, ‘.And we cause springs to' gush
Jorth in the same;’' and from the green tablet of the grass, which was
coloured by the pen of Creative power, they perused the verse, ¢ And ws make
thoroin gardemns’® Meanwhile, the sight of HumAyin Fil fell on a tree,
stripped of its clothing from the shedding of its leaves, as one which had
experienced |the effects of] autumn, and which from age was without
vegetation or growth, like helpless old men. The hatchet of the peasant,
Time, had continued to cut off and mutilate its limbs, and the saw of the
carpenter, Fortune, had sharpened its greedy teeth in making shreds of its
weft and warp.?
COUPLET, :

Theymghuuthegudm’opndénndmwn:

Growntbutold the gardener cuts it down.
Theoankveofthehae,likeﬂmheartofoamleadmeaheu,hadbecome
hoﬂovandaswarmofbeeohadtakmmfngemthatfor&eu,tnsﬁorenp
provision for their support. When the King heard the buzzing of the bees,
be inquired of his sage Vazfr, ¢ What is the cause of the assembly of these
light-winged insects* in this tree, and at whose command do these busy
creatures reeort to the heights and slopes of this meadow ?

COUPLET.
‘What is the caunse of their resorting here ? And in this chamber whom do they revere ?

Khujistah RAf spake as follows, ¢ O fortunate Prince! they are a tribe dmné
much good and but little injury; and by reason of the cleanliness and neat-
ness which is inherent in their natures, they have received the honour of

God's inspiration, as set forth by the admirable saying, ‘ Thy Lord spake by
tmapsration unto the Bes;’® and have bound the belt of obedience round the
waist of their soul by the communication of the favour of the royal command,

3 Kur xxxvi. 34; Mar,, 38; L 5: ‘And we make therein
‘uhdh’m and vines; and “m&l&,l’ ':?::hfonhmtbonme, that th
may cat of the fruits thereof, and of the labour of their hands.’ The text of Marscchi, an
the MSS. I have inspected, give mine’l"uykn, whereas the miny is omitted here both in the
printed and the lithographed editions by an error.

3 This is the same quotation from the Kur'én, which’ has been made & line or two aborve.
s.sde,p.m.u

3 The pid is the veﬁ,’thuu,ﬂwm-thn.dsmmvmg,mdthmvhmhpn-
transversely to the tdr wvu-p

¢ In the text ‘ birds;’ as these Persians will mot have a sentence—nay, not & word—
vhhm.eoqmim
» Koo, FL, ch. xvi, 70; Mar,, 68; Sale, p. 202, 1. 28: ¢ Verily here is & sign unto

ho Thy Lord by inspiration unto the bee, saying, ‘ Provide thee
in the mountains, mthetreu,and of those mtmnhwhmthmonbmldh:m
for thes : then eat of every kind of fruit, and walk in the beaten paths of thy Lord.’
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¢ Provide thes houses im the mountains.’® They have a king, Y'asib,? in bulk
larger than they; and their nation have placed their heads on the line of
obedience to his majesty and dignity, and he is seated on the square throne
of wax which has been prepared for him, and has appointed to their several
offices his vazir and chamberlain, and porter and guard, and spy and deputy.
The ingenuity of his attendants is such, that each one prepares hexagonal
chambers of wax, of such a fashion that there is no inequality in their
partitions, and the most perfect geometricians would be unable to compass the
like without compasses and & rule and other instruments. And when the
house approaches completion, by the king’s command, they come forth from
that abode, and & noble bee, in the language they possess, acquaints® them
with the condition of office; that they are not to exchange their cleanliness
for grossness,* nor to pollute the train of their purity with the contamination
of uncleanness. In fulfilment of their promise, they sit not but on the
branch of the fragrant rose and the pure blossom, in order that what they
eat from those delicate leaves may, in a short time, become concreted in their
inside into the form of & fresh and sweet-tasted visoous humour, and a
juice may be extracted from it such that the description, ¢ Wherein ts o
medicine for men,’® may rightly apply to its quality; and when they return
home, the warders try them by smelling whether they have kept to their
troth, that is, whether they have avoided that which does not possess the
requisite purity; after which, permission is given them to re-emter their
hexagonal chambers and constructed apartments; and if (which God forbid!)
they have transgressed the purport of this couplet,
OCOUPLIT.
The hand of truthfulness in faith’s girdle place,
Exert thyself to shun the faithless one’s disgrace,

and there be found on them an odour which may be & cause of disgust and
loathing, they immediately sever them in two; and if the warders, inclining
to negligence, give them a passage, and the king should scent the unsavoury
odour, he, having inquired into tho state of the case, will conduct the unlucky

'%&omnob. This Arabic sentcnoe is the sequence of the one preceding. I
take this oppartunity, however, of corrocting from the Ms.g.nudinginthlith@:gql
and printed editions. These add, after the quotation, rd as belonging to farmes, while it
:gpeln_tomobouarh JSarmdn as the gen, oase dependent on *sdyst, rather than as
e dative after kamr dastad, though this construction is admissible.

* This word also signifies ¢ Princo.’
%'Mudau,ind\hm,huottobofoundhthomeﬁmq,thwmb!

passage,
¢ Kagdfat. This meaning is not to be found in the Dictionary, but is established by the
above passage,
¢ Kur'dn, F1, ch. xvi. 71; Mar,, 69; Sulo, p. 203, 1. 1: ¢ There eth from their
bellies a liquor of various colour: whervin is & medicine for men.’ is alludes to & curc
wrought by Mubammad with honey : Sce Sale's note in line 33 of the same page.
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bee to the place of punishment, and first give orders for the execution of the
warders, and after that, put to death the disrespectful bee, that no other of
their race should commit a similar ill-action: and in case that a stranger
from another hive should wish to enter their dwelling, the warders forbid
him, and should he not desist, they slay him: and it is recorded that
Jamshid, Emperor of the world, borrowed from them the regulations
respecting warders and guards, and the appointment of chamberlains and
doorkeepers, and the arrangement of thrones and regal cushions; and in
course of time these customs were perfected.’

‘When Huméytn Fil heard these words, his noble mind felt an inclination
to examine their institutions. He arose and went to the foot of the tree, and
for a time amused himself with watching their court and palace, and their
manner of coming and going, and the rules of their waiting and attendance.
He beheld & multitude with their waists girded in obedience to the divine
command, and like Sulaimén seated in the air,! having selected a pure diet
and a clean dwelling, none of them interfering® with the other, and none of
them suffering molestation or annoyance at the hands of his own species.

' covrLET. .

Bravo! ye lofty ones of low estate; Great little beings, humble, but olate.

He said, ‘O Khujistah R&{! wondrous is it that in spite of the taint of
fierceness which is implanted in their nature, they are not intent upon
injuring one another; and that although they possess a sting, they furnish
nought but delicious honey; and notwithstanding the awe which attends
their forms, they show nought but gentlencss and softness. And among men
we behold the reverse of this, a number of whom oppress their fellows, and
aim at overthrowing the existence of those who resemble themselves.
COUPLET.

The inhumanity of mankind scan,  How man stands watching ’gainst his fellow-mdn !
The Vacir said ‘These animals that you see are created with one sole
disposition, and men are made of different temperaments; and inasmuch as in
their composition, soul and body, and gross and fine, and light and darkness
have been blent together; and the coin of material and angelic nature, and
sublime and low feelings have been poured into their mould; a difference of
temper and & peculiar bent is produced. According to the saying, ¢And
assuredly all men know their respective drinking-place,® a share in angelic

} Muhammadans believe that Sulaimfn or Solomon, as also Jamshid, possessed a throne
on which they could transport themsclves through thea:'lr &

3 Lit.,, *To not one business with the advantage or injury of another.’

3 Kurn, F1, ch. ii. 67; Mar., 69; Sale, p. 7, last lino: ‘ And when Moses asked drink
for the people, we said, strike tho rock with thy rod; and there gushed thereout twelve
!outuna, to the number of the tribes, and all men knew their respective drinking-
place.’ In Maracchi, the Latin verso is numbered wrong—60 for 59.
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intelligence has been given to them,' and moreover, a portion of Satanic
temper sent down upon them, so that every one should place the hand of
compliance on the skirt of reason, and by the step of exaltation should be
promoted to the rank of, ¢ And now have we honoured the chsldren of Adam.’*
And all who place the head of obedience on the writing of the mandate of
their sensual feelings, from excess of debasement?® will remain on the
descending grade of ¢ Nay! they are most ¢n ervor as to the way,’ and it

well boen said. .
COUPLET.

Part of thy nature drags thee down, part lifts thee to the skies ;

Quit thou thy fiendish portion then, and ¢’en o’er angels rise.
Aud tho majority of mankind, by reason of their following the sensual
inclinations which seek to enslave them, manifest censurable qualities, as
groodiness and avarice, and envy and rancour, and cruelty and pride, and
hypocrisy and conceit, and slander and calumny, and false accusation and
such like. ’

COUPLET,

How small self-knowledge is to dullards lent!

Vioe thoy approve to virtue’s detriment.

Like smoke which to the brain works out its way,

Or like light-quenching winds to lamps are they.’
I'hes King wnld, ¢ According to thy statement, and the manner in which thou
st dotailed the condition of the sensual, the most salutary course for
wisnkind v that each should draw the foot of retirement under the robe of
freushonn from the world, and having closed on himself the gate of the society
wf athors, should employ himself in self-purification; that salvation should
wiiwe fom the oruel whirlpool of errar, which is the source of blameable

sl
WENISTICR.

Herefvom ‘tis better, if they can, to flee.

{ lwve b thut edse {u to be found in solitude, and liberty in retirement,
wiid | bowves by sonvinoed to-day that the society of the majority of persons

tw ekt W 18l B the polson of the viper, and association with them more
fredb o diitteultis than (he peril of yielding up one's life; and with reference
b e ehemiiatanes thist many sagos havo passed long intervals in the corner
veb ottt H bbbom of o pit, their viows were directed to this,

1 the following sentences Aar kuddm, is more than

Sale, p. 215, 1. 17: ¢ And now have we honoured
prlvl‘ogol and endowments; and we have given

1" by sea, and have provided food for them of
| m{uy of our croltpum which we have crmtem

s huve hare, by a typographical error, razdlat for
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VERSR,
‘Why do the wise to the lone cavern fly?

*Tis that, alone, they find tranquillity.
Since darkness better is than man’s dark deeds,
The wise man from the bustling mart recedes.
Moreover, perfect pure-hearted darveshes voluntarily subject themselves to
solitude, and devote themselves to the concerns of others,
OOUPLET.
1 wish for solitude, that, if with whirlwind-force the wheel of destiny
Should smite this rubbish-bag of wordly things, the blow may fail o injure me. °
Khujistah Ré{ said, ‘ What has passed from the divinely-inspired tongue of
his majesty the King, the asylum of the world, is the essence of truth and
the perfection of right reasoning, since society is the cause of disquiet to the
mind, and retirement the source of inward and outward contentment ;
according as they have said, )
QUATRAIN.

Knowest thou to whom by night and day collected thoughts belong ?

That hermit who, when men oollect, joins not the giddy throng.

Contentment, like a tender bud, in the heart's garden! grows;

Amid the crowd it sheds its leaves as droops the gathered rose.
Nevertheless, several of the great leaders of the Faith, and chiefs of the true
belief, have prefarred, on the ground of advantage, the state of companionship
and association to that of solitude; and have said the society of a good
companion is better than the being alone, but that when an amiable friend is
not to be had, solitude is better than society.

OCOUPLET.
Thyself from others, not from friends, seclade :
Furs are not spring-wear, but for winter rude.
And in fact, society is the means of obtaining excellencies and advantages, and
the bond of union between the great and the eminent.
COUPLET,
With the hand of seeking be the skirt of social converse sought ;
8it not sole,—for lonely moments are with fear of madness fraught.

And from the purport of the tradition, ¢ TAere 1s no monachiem in Ialdm,’ * it
is understood that the advantages of society are superior to the utilities of
solitude; and how can it be possible for man to set up for retirement, and not
engage in soeiety with those of his species, since the power of the triumphant
omnipotence of God has imposed on mankind the obstacle of mutual necessity,

3 One MS. reads der ddgh-s dil, which for the sense I much prefer to dar ghunohar-s dél,
for how can a rose grow in & blossom? The number of syllables may be preserved by making
sdzak <n epithet of dil.

3 This a saying of Mubammad, which I have myself heard abundantly quoted by Sunnis,
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and made them mutually necessary to cach other, by reason of which they
have become social in disposition; that is to say, requiring to congregate,
which is called civic life: and the meaning of this word, civic life, is the
giving friendly aid and assistance to those of the same race reciprocally,
because neither the life of an individual nor the existence of the human
species is possible, save by aiding one another : as if, for example, an individual
should have to arrange for his food and raiment and abode, he must first
possess himself of the tools of a carpenter and emith, since without these
preparations, instruments for the culture of the fields and for harvest, and
whatever is dependent thereon, cannot be procured ; and during this interval
life could not be supported, and after preparing these tools if he should spend
all his time in one avocation, he would be unable to engage in and perform
others, how much less could he succeed when he would have to occupy him-
self with the whole circle of employments. Hence the necessity for a body of
persons mutually aiding one another, and for appointing each over a distinct
business® to the extent that may be sufficient for his support; and further to
give whatever may be beyond this to another, and that in proportion to their
own work they should make exchanges so as to remunerate themselves, so
that all transactions may be reduced to order by reason of this assembling;
and from these premises it is seen that men stand in need of one another's
assistance, and assistance without assembling together is impoesible, wherefore
for the body of mankind to abide in solitude, belongs to the class of impossi-
bilities, and in fact the proverb, ¢ Assembling with others ¢z a gift from God,’
refera to this,
COUPLET.

Seise tho border thou of union, and thy business thus effect ;

For to compass aught unaided, is what thou canst ne’er expect.’
The King said, * What the Vasir has spoken is the essence of wisdom, and
the choicest philosophy, but it occurs to me that eonae;;uent upon the
neceasity of mankind for assembling together, the diversity of their tempera-
menta will assuredly lead to disputes; because some will be stronger than
others, inasmuch as their bulk and strength will be greater ; and a few others
will be auperior to the rest in wealth and rank, and greediness and appetite
will prevail over others. In those who excel the rest in strength and wealth,
the desire of conquest and tyranny will spring up, and undoubtedly it will
awny them to such an extent, that they will draw most men into the bonds
of obedience to them, and the greedy man will feel the lust of getting into
hia grasp other men’s gains; and these matters will lead to dissension and
will inally result in mischief.

UThe it MS. T have consulted omits =i c2eh after Ae-sralissel. and ngkly, e it
wppruva W wme. The eiydad which follows may have ki to ite crronecus inscrtiva here.
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COUPLET.

Dissension doth so flerce a flame upraise, That all that is will perish in its Llazo,’
The Vazir said, ‘O king of kings, Asylum of wisdom! a plan has been
ascertained for the removal of the dissension, which causing every one to be
ocontent with his own rightful share, retrenches the hand of his aggression
from grasping the rights of others; and this plan they call ¢coercion,” and
the pivot of this is the rule of justioe, the meaning of which is, the due
regard of the mean, that is, the centre of the circle of excellence, which in
aocordance with the saying, ¢ T'he best things ars means,’ comprehends the fact
that extremes are worthless, as has been said,

VERSR.
Extremes of quality as separate are, As the bright sun and the obscurest star: !
Wherefare to choose the midmost thing is best, Sinceall ‘the Golden mean’* as true attest.’
The king said, ¢ Whence can one know those means through the recognition of
which the face of affairs assumes the appearance of & just equality?’ The
Vaxir said, ‘ He who causes these things to appear is a perfect and completely
exocllent person, aided by God, who was sent by the divine Majesty to mren, and
sages call him Némus-i Akbar? and the wise in the faith term him ¢ messenger
and prophet,’ and assuredly his commands and prohibitions will be in unison
with what is advisable for men in this world and that to which we return;
snd when that prophet /May ths blessing and peace of God be upon him !) who
is the Giver of the canons of law, bends his steps towards the other world,
there is no alternative but to employ the coercion of the ruler for preserving
obedience to the laws of religion fixed by him. Since the majority of mankind
are neglectful of their own interests, and the rule® of inclination and sense has
the mastery over them, wherefore of necessity the cxistence of a powerful
ruler is imperative, in order that—preserving the regulations of command and
prohibition of the prophet, by which is meant law—he may cause the politico-
economic regulations to be preserved, so that as well the most excellent sect
may be exalted with the diadem of fortune, and also the robe of the state may
be adorned with the embroidery of the exaltation of religion, for Stats and
Church ore twins,
COUPLET.
In resson’s code, the prophet and the king,  Are but two jewels in the self-same ring.

And to the same effect they have said,

! In the text suld, an obecure star in the Lesser Bear.

* Lit, ¢ ’;rool,thnbebeuofthmg:' sre the means.’ “ means,’ of couree are

3 A name of the Angel Gabriel, but here appliod to Muhammad.

¢ The best MS. I have consulted reads siydsst/, which I prefer to miydsi, the reading of
the printed and lithographed editions.

® Lit., ¢ And obedicnce to inclination and sense prevails over them.’
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COUPLET.

The king’s authority exalts the Law: And by its sanction, kings inspire fresh awe.’
Hum4yin Fl said, ¢ What ought to be the condition of this powerful ruler,
the existence of whom among the people after the Prophet /Zhe Blessing and
peace of God be with him !)* is requisite, and what ought to be his qualitics
in governing the affairs of the State and of the Faith ?’ Khujistah R4{ said,
¢This ruler should be wise in the rules of judicial coercion and in the niceties
of equity, for if he be not such, the State is on the road to decay, and its fortunes

on the eve of departure,
COUPLET.

An empire is by justice rooted fast;  And by thy justice will thy actions last.
And next it is necessary for him to understand the management of the Pillars
of the State, and what body ought to be strengthened, and whom he ought to
select to sit in counsel with, and what class he ought to bring down, and whose
converse he ought to shun; since of the attendants of the imperial court there
are but a few who specially bind the girdle of fidelity to the king around
the waist of sincere attachment, and who exert themselves for the earthly
renown and heavenly recompense of the monarch: nay the generality of them
choose the path of service with a view to obtain their own advantage, or to
repel disagreeables from themselves.

COUPLET.
The braggart followers, thy pride and joy: The zealous labourers, whom thou dost employ.?
" And since their principal business is based on covetousness, it is probable that
they will entertain malice against a person whose favours they cannot requite,
and that they will be envious of that other class, who may derive advantages
from attending on the king superior to their own allowances; and when
rancour and envy have arisen in them, they will set on foot a variety of
stratagems and state things which have not really occurred: and if the king
be destitute of the covering of vigilance, and should listen to the discourse of
interested persons with the hearing of aoceptance, and should not condescend
to inquire into and investigate the circumstances, a variety of injuries and
mischiefs will arise therefrom, and divers evils will result.
. VERSRE.
Lend not thine ear to selfish men, for these ~ Bear envy in their bosom—fell disease !
They in a moment will embroil a world; A moment sces it to confusion hurled.

But when a vigilant and prudent monarch undertakes investigation of affairs,

1 SaPam is & mysterious word added to the name of Muhammad, formed from the abbre-
viation of the following words, salls elidh 'alaihs we sallam, ‘The blessing and peace of
God be with him |’

% Lit., ¢ The boasters who are dearnees to thee—the labourers who are for a thing to thee.’
One MS. reads shavad for shavand.
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and himself inquires into all matters collective and particular, he discriminates
the brightness of truth from the shadows of falsehood, and both in this world
the foundations of his empire remain free from disturbance, and in the world
to come he attains the happiness of salvation and the exaltation of Paradise.

DISTICHS.
BoMu]mtmthnhomoﬂo-mght, Improves his mansion of to-morrow’s light ;
Justics dominion’s sole condition is, And gentleness secures etarnal bliss,

And every wise king who, basing his acts on wisdom, makes the advice of
sages his rule of conduot, his state will be prosperous and his people happy
and joyful, like the great king of Hind, Débishl{m, who based the foundation
of his empire on the rules delivered to him by the Brihman Bfdpéf, and having
diligently inquired of him what would be advantageous for kings, in
oonsequenoce reigned for a long time successfully : and after he migrated from
this fleeting habitation to the pavilion of eternity, his good name and glorious
tradition continues to this day on the page of time.

OCOUPLET.
Though all existing things in thought I scan, Good name appears the ons true end of man.’
‘When Humiyin F4l heard mention of Débishlim and Bfdpaf, he became
smiling and glad in the garden of joyousness, and on the plain of cheerfulness,
like a fresh bud which in the morning-time unfolds its tender lip emilingly at
the movement of the morning zephyr, and he said, ¢ O Khujistah R&{! now
for a long time the desire to hear the story of this King and Brihman has
been fixed in my inmost heart, and the idea of their discourses and interviews
bas occupied a place in the cabinet of my mind.

HEMISTICH.

For ages I for thy curled ringlets long. '

Yet however much I have discharged the duties of search, and inquired of
every one as to their narrative, I have obtained no portion® of this story nor
bhas & letter of the record of their histories become known to me.

COUPLET.

‘With none I find a token of that heart-enslaving fair;
Or I am slow in finding, or no trace of her is there,

And I had always opened the ear of attention, considering from whose tongue
their names would be heard by me, and ever kept the eye of expectancy on
the high road of anticipation, pondering on the place whence the betutyof
this matter would appear.

COUPLST.
My ear each sound attends, but where that lip’s fair tidings, say ?
My gaze is on the road, but where that glorious vision’s ray ?

! The M8S, Ihwwnlhdlndﬁehﬁwhdeﬁhmrudh;d- 'h,m

the edition’ reads Aakist, which
winte the fingle oo hm appears to me not so in
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\nd “row fuk [ dave burned that the Vazir is informed of their history I pay
dwe  haosx v Gl and sy,
COUPLET.
\\ “-ougeid b 2wy deart's tood wish attain;  And what T sought of God at length I gain,
* “vope -at weth all possible speed thou wilt favour me with the words of the
‘g wd he Brahman, since in telling this history, to thee results the
wid rtiagey o dincharging the obligation due for my bounties, and to me by
teacid 4 arityg these admonitions a variety of advantages will be gained for
ay ~uoyovie . and o narration—by the means of the recital of which, a debt of
qunetiniv @ decharged, and by the blessing of the hearing of which, advantage
wriuse W 4 whele people, high and low,—must be exceedingly auspicious.
STANZA. '
Vhe widy 'uai's tougue, Sraught with sagacity, The key of wisdom’s treasure-house will be.
Ve chow the dow, beidsg forth the coin and see, For prudent counsel will the touchstone be,

N vunand e ol regal digaity, That the folks’ happiness therein may be.!’
WaviANAAW OF TME STORY OF XING DABISHL{M AND THE BRANMAN BIDPAT.

the Jlww-winded and wise-counselling Vazir unloosed the tongue of
cagiuacigy and i the delivery of his discourse fully discharged all that was

due W oelequeiws, wnd sid,— coursa

O auepuciows foot of Majesty! whose glorious influence lends,

A\ tho stwre of heaven the fortune that on their course attends.
1 fow ik thun the sugar-ravishing parrots of eloquence, and the melli-
Qi s g vingalon of the flower-garden of genius, that in one of the chief
v o Huad, whieh te the mole on the face of the empire, there was a king
vt wolviul Kubuwe wud prosperous days, and a monarch * world-adorning,
Waror hovding, tyewat-cousuming.  The royal throne derived lustre from
b o liwastwhly juatwsy, wad the imperial tribunal gained ornament from the
le vy b W wunwwnde and prohibitions. The stain of oppression and
‘v wad el Gan carth’s page, and the countenance of justice was

\ lu \
owi e att Wbt the mirror of his beneficence.
+  OOUPLET.
Fuany i v Al b trewdinto, Yoa! justice gilds the counsels of the State.

e Ll v eathd Qe wonnreh King Débishlfm, and the meaning of this word
W ot e b tthwat King!  From the exoees of his greatness, he cast

Ve oyt e Walnn thymes with the vord signifying ¢ will be.’ I have, therefore,
W Vg o 0,0

C + Avd ol the towding of tho lithographed and printed editions, and out of

wi n“\ . ‘...."s..: :. t.:“{.: e, | would propose to read wa rdf, which is also the reading

b e Ve vl
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not the loop of the noose of his lofty spirit save on the niched battlement of
the citadel of heaven; and by reason of his independence,’ he looked not save
on the sublimest actions and the most exalted matters. Ten thousand?®
farious elephants were among his forces, and the number of his soldiers,
ekilled and valiant in war, would not enter into the area of computation. He
posseesed full treasuries and flourishing dominions.

EmasTion.

Thou sole possessest all, all monarchs have.

And notwithstanding all this magnificence, he was wont to weigh the affairs
of his subjects, and to investigate himself every dispute between those who
sought justice.

covrLET.
Who serve thes, thou, O king! preserve, and shew A kind and lowly bearing to the low.?
When he had strengthened his own dominion by s strict administration of
justice, and had cleared the extent of his empire from aspirants, he was wont,
with untroubled mind, to adorn the banquet of pleasure, and to gather the
wish of his heart from fortune in its various degrees of happiness; and in his
assembly councillors clothed in wisdom, and sages robed in excellence, were
wont to be present, and adorned the assembly by elegant expressions and
praise of noble qualities. Omne day he had taken his seat on the cushion of
plossure, and had set forth a royal banquet.

COUPLRET.

With all things meet he had adorned the banquet-chamber bright,

And opened wide the portal of rejoicing and delight.
After the gratification of listening to the strains of mellifluonsly chaunting
minstrels, he shewed an inclination to hear a tale of wisdom improving the
intellect ; and after the spectacle of the cheeks of moon-faced Venus-fronted
besnties, he evinced a desire for gazing on the bridal-display of words of
beneficial tendency ; and having made inquiries of philosophers and counsel-
lors of excellent qualities and admirable endowments, he bestowed on the ear
of his sense, the adornment of the jewels of their discourses, which resembled
royal pearls.

HIRMISTICH.

Bpeech is a pearl befits the ear of kings.
Then each one of them celebrated some glorious quality and some laudable
attribute, until the steed of discourse reached in its career the plain of

' The word istighnd == the Greek adrdprea, ‘sufficiency in oneself, somewhat stronger
thw'hdepmu.'

% I have not transiated the word kiddaA-s, which is & word added to ‘ elephants,’ as we
my ‘so Asad of cattle. Intho-mmncrda,‘hud'innddodto‘ho:u,'md
sawjir, ¢ ’ also to ¢ elephants,’ and nqfer to ‘men.’

3 I have translated these lines freel a vain & to the
o amaiated very freely, making ttempt to preserve the play
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geireroeity and benefivence.  All the sages were unanimous as to this, that
;‘an.mqis:hemvst poble of qualities, and the most perfect of attributes,
sk thuoretore ey have related it as a tradition from the First Teacher,’ that
the Duet qualty of thoee which are ascribed to God Most High, is beneficence,
buovause Bis deneicenve permeates through all crestures, and His bounty
roas Dur ul created things, and the Lord of the great Prophecy (May the
tescutign of God be upon him ™ said that generosity is a plant which springs
up Puwbiae, and which grows on the borders of the stream Kausar;? for,
12 soes WY W 3 7w in Paredise? )
vERSR.
‘The Nl Ning Guds favonr om himself ; True treasure Lics in the forsaking pelf.
W caitiae show the ten of cveselees treasuret find ; *Tis oaly in am ever-bounteows mind.
W the Kiug dad understood this question, his natural spirit of generosity
heaiand el and he e ed so that they opened the door of a vast
vy, il prociaimed a distribution to high and low; and they made both
Wiwigrin ikl citsens ooatent with a full portion, and by general largesse
vand Moih Bigd and low to an independence of fortune above their brethren.
OCOTTLEY.

Mun M pad, a3 thom the rain-cload, forth his bounty’s drops appear;
X e wasdad wunt's writing from the tablet of misfortame here.

AN shoe by tike the radisnt sun, he was employed in showering down gold,
vl WAC ad e tuse, B gratifying the desires of others, until the time when
e el ool Nwwrgh® of the sun turned to its nest in the west, and
Ve i A Vgt tavel of the night,* spread the wings of darkness over the

[TPREILIT NS o wweid
VERSR.

Wa ity e unands Bad coveedd And maribiog night ber shadows kad cutspread.
W W@ e s b lvaedy k. And heaven the Pleiads’ romry® wptcok

W Ny et the Boad of Jeisure o the pillow of repose, and the hands of

s ks prodably heen derived frem a trafzim

rhite hemds in the hamd of 2 devesrn
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sloep overspread the vestibule of the area of the brain. Then the limner of
fancy depicted to him a serene-visaged old man, on whose countenance the
traces of wise counsel were visible, and on whose front the marks of super-
human power were discernible, who advanced and saluted the king, and
said: ‘To-day thou hast expended a treasure in the way of God, and hast
offered up a vast sum to obtain the favour of the divine Majesty. In the
morning, place the foot of intention in the stirrup of succees, and betake
thyself towards the east of the capital ; for a treasure worthy of kings, and a
supply of money gratuitously given, is delivered to thee; and by the finding
of such a stone thon wilt place the foot of glorious superiority above the
stars,’ and wilt raise the head of haughtiness beyond the pinnacle® of the
highest heavens.’” When the king heard these good tidings;, he awoke from
sleep; and gladdened by the thought of the treasure, and the joyful intelligence
of the sage old man, performed the duties of ablution, and stood up to fulfil
the prescribed devotions of his faith, until the time when the treasurer of
omnipotent power opened the door of the horizon, and the gold-sprinkling
hlndofthemdrewnnderthegumentothmynthejewehofthem
from the cabinet of the sky.

courLeT.
At early dawn when morning, with bright silver sprinkled o’er,
Had removed the golden padlock from heaven's palace-door.
The king commanded so that they adorned a swift wind-paced courser with a
saddle of gold and a gem-studded bridle, and having mounted with fortunate
ommundampmmdesnny,hetumedhsfaoetowardstheeast.
COUPLET.
Stirrup to stirrup 3 on with him went fortune and suocess ;
Rein touching rein, high triumph and support his progress bless.
And when he had passed beyond the limits of habitation into the expanse of
the desert, he cast his glance on every side, and sought traces of his object. In
the midst of this his eyes fell on a mountain, lofty as the magnanimity of the
beneficent lords of piety, and fixed as the fortunes of equitable kings. At
the foot of the mountain a dark cavern appeared, and a man of serene heart
was seated at its door, liberated, like the Companion in the cave,* from the
trouble of rivals.
COUPLRT.
He nothing heeds, yet nought escapes his ken:
Sides with—is severed from—all living men.t

1 Lit., “The twin stars near the pole of the Lesser Bear.’

3 1 have to correct a mistake in the printed edition. It should be zerweA for serwsA.

3 Lit., ‘8tirrup within stirrup.’ Deulst we ibdl-rd is governed some such verb as
ml&mdupwedmg >

¢ Abbakr, who lay hldmthl(ubmmldmhuulowﬂunhorﬂxgbthn
Ilkhh,hamoﬁhomonntnnmed'[ﬁr

‘é'fh‘n;wnd,ndmwfmgnth' Ihwe?dmmedtokeapthephymwordl

D
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‘When the sight of the king fell on that holy sage, his heart became inclined
to his society, and his desire bent towards his company. The old man having
read the wish of the king from the ﬂlummaﬁedpage of his mind, unloosed
the tongue of humble address,

COUPLET.
¢0 Thou! to whom is given by God this world-wide sovercignty,
Thy place is on our head and eyes, alight and weloomed be!
O king! although the sorrowful’ hovel of the wretched, in comparison with
the gilded palace, may appear contemptible, and the store of the cell of the
distressed in juxta-position to the gem-adorned dwelling of the great, is of no
account; nevertheless,
EEMIBTICH.

Itismmcimtcnltommduhblishedfiu
for kings to survey with a look of pity the condition of fakirs, and to honour
hermits with their address and visits, and to regard this as the complement of
the perfection of good manners and of high qualities.

©  VERSE.
To condescend to holy men adds greatness to the great;
King Sulaimén would not o’erlook an insect’s low estate.’
DAbishlfm conducted the speech of the Darvesh to the place of acceptance, and
dismounted from his steed: and having with his auspicious words opened an
acquaintance with him,? asked the aid of his spirit.
VERSBE.

With whom the blessings of the pious go,

He learns the secrets of the heart to know;

‘Whoe’er have fathomed wisdom’s mysteries,

Have learned them through the teaching of the wise.
Andafberthehngshowedan intention to depart, the Darvegh unloosed the

tongue of apology.
COUPLET.

¢To kings so great, due hospitality Cannot be shown by ene so poor as I.
Nevertheless, in simple unstudied guise® I would offer to the king a thing of
worth which I possess, and which descended to me as a patrimony, and that
is the account of a treasure, the purport of which is, that in a corner of this
cave is a vast treasure, wherein are coins and jewels of inestimable value;
and I, since I have obtained possession of the treasure of contentment—for
‘Contentment 13 a treasure without decay’*—busied not myself in searching for

1 Tha‘dpr?knudedmon, by a typographical error, reads gjsds for ahedn. One MS, resds

’Thoexpnnonuntherohcme,uﬁndcngmﬂ es ‘ being intimate.’
8 Md-hazar, ¢ whatever is prepared in haste’ (especially victuals).
¢ This I presume o be a proverb. I do not find it in the Kur’én,
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any other, snd for my interest in this life also made it my capital;
since in the bhzir of reliance on God, there is no coin more ourrent
than it.
OOUPLET, .
Who trust in God has ne'er beheld, has ne'er discovered sught:
Contentment’s store who ne’er has found, his findings are but nought.
I hope that the Khusrau,' conqueror of kingdoms, will cast the glance of
attention upon it, and oommand his servants to engage in search for it;
and having caused it to be conveyed to the public treasury, expend it
fittingly ;—It is not far off’ DAbishlim, on hearing this speech, com-
municated to the Darvesh the incident of the night, and informed the
Companion of the cave of the circumstances of this adventure. The Darvesh
said, ¢Although this trifle is insignificant with reference to the lofty spirit
of the king, still, sinoe it has been consigned to you from the invisible world,
you must bestow on it the honour of acceptance.
BEMISTICH.
What th’ Unseen sends us cannot have defect.®
The king commanded, so that all engaged in excavating the cave in every
part and in all directions; and in a short space of time, having recovered the
clue to the treasure, they brought the heaps into the presence of HumAytn.
VERSR.
Rare ornaments of priccless gems were there,
Many s ring, bracelot, and ear-ring fyir.
Many a casket and box with lock of gold,
Which the pear] and the ruby and sapphire hold.
Many*a tool of gold, and silver cup,
Things costly and rare filled them brimming wup.
The king commanded, so that they removed the locks from the chests and
caskets, and he gased upon precious gems and wondrous rarities. In the
midst of all, he saw a box adorned with jewels and with bands tightly
fastened round it on all sides and in all directions, and locked with a padlock
of Turkish workmanship, made of steel inlaid with gold. The firmness of that
lock was such, that the tooth of no key could unloose its wards, nor the skill
of any solver of difficulties find the way to the solution of its kmot. However
much they searched, no trace of its key nor hint of the means of opening it
sppeared. The king felt an intense wish to open that lock, and an unbounded
curiosity to examine its contents. He said to himself, ‘It would seem that
they have deposited in this box a rarity more precious than gems of price;

! The general title of the Sassanides or third dynasty of Persia, who reigned 431 years,
ing 229 A.D. The most celebrated ki of this d were Bahrm-Gr,
Srmanciag 1% _ kings ynasty )

. 8 I found it impossible to introduce into English the play on ’ai3, ‘fault, and ghaid,
2
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kings; wherefore that prudent monarch will find fortune his friend, who
acts in accordance with these precepts, believing that every prince that
exists, who does not choose to rely on these fourteen rules that I set forth,
will find the foundation of his fortunes disturbed, and the basis of his empire
insecure.

The first precept is, that with reference to any one of his attendants to whom
the king may give exaltation in his immediate presence, he should not
honour with acceptance the words of another, with & view to his over-
throwal; for whoever is admitted to intimacy with a king, a number of
persons will assuredly feel envy of him, and when they see the foundations
of the king’s favour firm with respect to him, by clever stratagems they will
strive to ruin and subvert him, and pretending loyalty and good advice, will
speak cunning and deceitful words, until the king’s mind may become
changed towards him, and in this state of affairs their desire may be
accomplished.

COUPLET.

Listen not to all men’s speeches, but to mine give heed ;
Base men for their purpose specious reasons never nmeed.
Precept the second, to wit:—Let the prince not admit the sycophant and
calumniator into his assembly, for they are mischievous and contentious and
their end is very disastrous; moreover, when the king observes this quality in
any one, let him, with all speed, quench the fire of his calumny with the
scymitar of punishment, that the smoke of it may not darken the world’s surface.
COUPLET.
To quench the spark is thy sole course to end
A flame which would o'er heaven and earth extend.
Preocept the third, to wit :—He should observe to all his nobles and Pillars of
his state, the way of cordiality and kindness; for all affairs are set in move-
ment by the alliance of unanimous- friends, and by the aid of comrades of
one acoord.
HEMISTICH.
By unison the world may be acquired.
Precept the fourth, to wit:—Through the kind bearing of an enemy and his
flattery, let him not be elated ; and although he fawn and humble himself,
let him not turn from caution to confidence, since true friendship will in no
wise spring from an enemy.
VERSE.
Shrizk from & smiling enemy As you'd keep fire from fuel dry:

. Should be in open battle fail, By fraud he’ll struggle to prevail.
Precept the fifth, to wit:—When the jewel of his wish has come into his
gresp, let him not incline to sloth in preserving it, nor ruin it by neglect
since another expedient may be impracticable, and however much he may
repent, regret will be unavailing.
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COUPLET.
Leapt from the string no shaft returns again;  Bite thy back-hand ! regretful—'tis in vain.
Precept the sixth, to wit:—Let him not shew levity and precipitation in
business, but let him affect circumspection and deliberation ; for the harm of
too much haste is great, and the advantage of patience and steadiness
is immense.
DIBTICHS.
Be thou precipitate in no affair,
Nor turn thy reins from thoughtfulness and cave:
‘What is not done, thou may’st with quickness do,
But when ’tis done ’tis then in vain to rue.
Precept the seventh, to wit:—Let him on no account suffer the reins of
deliberation to elip from his hand. If a body of enemies attack him in
confederation, and he sees an advantage in this, viz., in endeavouring to
win over one of them, supposing that escape from the rest is likely to ensue
from such a course, let him at once take steps to effect this object, and in
accordance with ‘War ss wils,’ let him hew down the basis of their intrigues
with the axe of stratagem, since the wise have said,
COUPLET.
From the snare of thy foe’s guile, thou mayst scape by wiles, I ween ;
* T\s truly said that keon things are best answered with the keen.
Precept the eighth, to wit:—Let him beware of the rancorous and envious,
and not be deceived by their flattering words ; gince when the plant of envy
has been rooted in the ground of the breast, no fruit from it can be expected
but mischief and injury.
VERSE,
‘When envious passions to the breast belong,
The heart is set on injury and wrong.
The envious, being present, thee cajole,
But, absent, mischief only fills their soul.
Precept the ninth, to wit:—Let him make clemency his under and outer
garment, and not-for a slight ‘fault bring his attendants into the place of
exposure to invective and rebuke, for the great have always washed out, with
the water of forgiveness and clemency, the stain of misdeeds from the records
of the actions of the lowly, and have absolvingly covered their disrespect and
boldness with the ekirt of indulgence.
COUPLET.
From Adam’s time to thine, O king! ’tis etill the same;
The great extend forgiveness, and the lowly are to blame.
And when some of his attendants have acted criminally and disloyally, and

1 T trust I may be pardoned this compound for ¢back of the hand.’
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have been holpen by the forgiveness of the king, let him again irrigate them
with the water of his favours, that they may not wander bewildered and
distressed in the wilderness of dejection.
COUPLET.
Those who, by thee upraised, have favour found,
Encourage, nor dash sudden to the ground.
Precept the tenth, to wit :—Let him not employ himself in injuring any one,
that in the way of retribution, according to ‘And the retaliation of evil
ought to be an ovsl proportionats thereto,’! evil may not result to him, but let
him shower down on the heads of men the rain of kind deeds, that in the
garden of ‘If ye do well, ye will do well to your own souls’® the flowers of his
wish may bear fruit.
STANZA.,

If thou dost good, to thee too, good they'll do;

If ill, they will repay thee, and worse too.

Art thou of good and ill now ignorant?

There comes a day that they’ll supply this want.
Precept the eleventh, to wit:—Let him not indulge an inclination for a thing
which is not in accordance with his condition nor suited to his state, for many
a person, having left his own business, has attempted something which did
not befit him, and having failed in effecting his purpose, has been deprived of
his own employment also.

COUPLET.
A crow the mountain-partridge-gait in vain
Would try, but failed, nor could its own regain.
Precept the twelfth, to wit:—Let him adorn his position with the ornaments
of mildness and constancy, for the heart of the mild is lovely and the
profound saying, ‘The meek man is all but a prophet,’ is a true tradition.
COUPLET.
Mildness than steel a greater sharpness boasts,
Yea, "tis more conquering than a hundred hosts.
Precept the thirteenth, to wit:—Having acquired faithful and trustworthy
servants, let him avoid sycophants and perfidious men ; for when the sweepers

ey 1 vt o s ke v, i wih, G
are o ; 6 re is wi is
mmmdmblo those who believe and put their trust in their Lord ; and who
svoid heinous and filthy crimes; and when they are angry, forgive; aud who hearken unto
their Lord and are t at prayer; andwhounﬁinmdirm&bywnnlhﬁon among
themeelves, and who give alms out of what we have bestowed on them; and who, when an
injury is done them, & themselves (and the retaliation of an evil t to be an evil
i thereto) : he who forgiveth and is reconciled unto his ememy, shall
bis reward from God; for he loveth not the unjust doers”” Maracci has omitted
the second ahsenstum.
Kurén, Ch. xvi. 7; BSale, p. 210, L. 11: “If ye do well, ye will do well to
own souls

)
your ; and if ye do evil ye will do it unto the same.’
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of the court of empire are endued with the quality of fidelity, both the
secrets of the state remained concealed, and men live in safety from any
wrong on their part; and if, which God forfend! the face of their condition
be blackened with the mole of perfidy, and their words be dignified with
confidence by the king, it may chance that they may cast the innocent into
the place of destruction, and that bad results may ensue thereupon, both for
time and eternity.
VERSE.
Faithfal should be the servant of the king, .
That in the realm fresh glories may npepring.
But if to perfidy he turn aside,
What woes, through him, that hapless state betide!
Precept the fourteenth, to wit:—He must not permit the dust of dejection
from ill-fortune and the vicissitudes of life, to settle on the garment of his
spirit, because the wise man is ever involved in the bonds of calamity, while
the careless man passes his life in delights and ease.
vERse. °
The chain is on the lion’s neck, while the jackal, all night long,
‘With thoughtless freedom ranges the ruined wastes ! among.
The wise man fears to venture forth from the lowly ocell of care,

The careless wantons, unrestrained, in the garden and parterre.
And let him know assuredly, that without the display of Eternal grace, and
the bounty which is exposed to no decay, the shaft of happiness cannot strike
the target of his wish, and no excellence .nor skill, however great, can
accomplish anything without the aid of the Divine decree and omnipotent’

power.
COUPLET.

Greatness comes not from science or from skill,

But from the mandates of the Eternal will. .
And to each of these fourteen precepts which have been mentioned, there is
a certain tale attached, and a story which can be relied upon; and if the
king desire to obtain information regarding the detail of these stories and
tales, he must direct his steps to that mountain in Saréndfp,® which was the
alighting-place of the Father of Mankind, for his difficulty will be there solved,
and all his wish will present itself to him in that garden of desires, ‘.And
God s the aider to the acqusrement of the wish and of wished-for objects.’”
‘When the sage had offered to the royal ear this genuine statement,
and had presented to the loftiness of the King’s spirit, this casket of jewels, in

1 One MS. explains on the a8 makdn-i kArds, and domm as sergin; but
tnother, and a better one, reads afrdf ¥or :;ﬂlg

3 Ceylon, where is the mountain called Adam’s Peak, on which he is said to have fallen
when expelled from Paradise.
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which were enclosed the pearls of spiritual meaning; Débishlfm honourably
salnted him, and with the utmost reverence, kissed the scroll and placed it,
as an amulet, on his princely arm, and said, ¢ The treasure of which they
told me, is a treasure of secrets, not a purse of dirhams and dinfrs! Itisa
store of wisdom, not of gems and pearls. Praise be to God! I have such an
amount of worldly goods that I have no need of this superfluity, and
through loftiness of spirit, I regard this small finding as unfound. It is
fitting that in gratitude for this book of advice, which alone may be looked
upon as a real treasure, they should distribute this hoard, by way of alms,
among the deserving, that the offering of this good action may accrue to the
victorious spirit of King Héshang; and we too, in acoordance with the
saying, ¢ Hs who points to a good action ss like him that does s1,’ may share in
the bleesing of the reward.” The ministers of his majesty the King, by the
royal direction, bestowed the whole of that hoard of coins and gems, in the
way of the divine approval, on the deserving.
OCOUPLET.
Money was given for deeds of charity, Lo! now how money chimes with almonry!?
And when he had discharged this duty, the king turned towards the capital,
and adorned the cushion of empire with the imperial dignity, and passed the
livelong night in pondering on & journey to Sarkndfp, that his desire might
be accomplished and his wish attained, and that having acquired perfect
knowledge of the several precepts, he might make them the prop of his
government and the pillar of his empire and rule. The next day, when the
bright sun like s pomegranate-coloured ruby, showed its face from the corner
of the mountain of Sarkndfp, and the diamond-hued heaven showered down
sparks of brightest ruby on the earth,
OCOUPLET,
The sun poured down his rays of golden hue,
The stars those pearly lamps of night withdrew,?

Dibishlim commanded, so that they made present at the foot of the high
throne, two persons from among the confidential servants of his majesty, who
for sincerity of counsel were referred to as advisers, and for exoellence of
sdvice and aid in explanation‘ were the pivot [of the royal affairs], and after
distinguishing them by the imperial favour, the King disclosed to them the
circumstances of his midnight meditation, and said, ¢ The desire of journeying

1 A dirham is from the twentieth to the -fifth part of a dinr, as standards vary, and
MWuqultoudwornqnin, (seochino) about nine shillings,

2 In the direm, the name oheom,rhyms kcrug‘lihcnhty' I have

made & fosble the words, 1 of th
e dmmm play upon ¢ Almonry,’ I use, of course, as the

3 By a typographical error in the printed edition, kam shud is written for Jum sAud.
:}‘-mn.wumiuﬁm on the margin, ydri dddon min kashf-wl
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to Sarindfp has fixed itself in my mind, and the purpose of proceeding and
setting forward in that direction has snatched the reins of choice from the
grasp of power. What do you think advisable in this matter, and how do
you regard the expediency of this step? And for a long time I have
unloossd the knot of my difficulties with the finger of your counsel, and have
based on your opinion of happy tendency, the foundation of the affairs of my
government and my fortunes. To day, also, bring to the place of repreeen-
tation whatever may be the scope of your prudent thoughts, and that
which your penetrating judgment approves, in order that I also may try
it in its various bearings, and make that plan, which obtains the writing of
unanimity, the principle’ of action.’
COUPLET.

On due deliberation base each deed, For unmatured no plan can e’er succeed.
The vazirs said, ‘It is not fitting to answer this question impromptu; and
in the purposes of kings and their affairs, due deliberation is required, since
an unconsidered word is like gold unweighed.

HEMISTICH.

First weigh thy words, and then prepare to speak.
‘We will deliberate on this matter to-day and to-night, and will apply the coin
of each cogitation to the touchstone of trial, and that which among our
thoughts turns out to be full weight, we will to-morrow have the honour to
represent.” DAbishlfm consented to this. The next day at early dawn they
presented themselves before his Majesty the King, and each having stationed
himself in the place that belonged to him, they opened the ear of sense
to hearken to the command of the King, and after permission to speak, the
superior vazir, having come forward and knelt respectfully, performed the due
blessings and eulogies, and said as follows,

COUPLET. )

¢World-taker! world-bestower! Thou to whom is given

Eternal empire, by the unchanging will of Heaven !
It has thus entered the mind of thy slave, that although but little
advantage is to be calculated upon from this journey, nevertheless, much
labour must be undergone, and being entirely excluded from pleasure and
ease, and repose and delight, the heart must be placed on toil and abstinence ;
and it is not concealed from the luminous and world-conquering mind of the
King, that according to ¢ Zhe spark of travel is* a fragment of hell,’ journeying
18 a breast-consuming flame and a heart-rending arrow, and according to the
saying, ¢ Expatriation is the greatost of oalamsties,’ the leaving one’s country
is a liver-piercing dart; men of experience have come to the conclusion that

1 The word asl-wl-3db, a common enough form, is omitted in the Dictionary.
* In the printed edition, mi-ws-sakv, is written by a mistake for min-os-sakr.
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they should not step beyond the corner of their house, and the drops of tears
are therefore trampled on because they could not repose in the mook of

their own dwelling.
OOUPLET.

In travel, toil and contumely and deep abesement meet,

If happiness and joy exist, at home they are most swoet.
It behoves a wise man not to exchange ease for toil, nor to give, from the
palm of his hand, the ready-money of enjoyment for the goods of contingency ;
nor, from choice, select the misery of travel in preference to the dignity of
repose,’ that that may not befal him which befel that Pigeon.’ The King
asked, How was that ?

STORY I.

The vazir said, ‘I have heard that two Pigeons consorted together in one
nest, and dwelt in amity with one another in one abode, neither were their
minds disturbed by rivals nor their hearts panged by misfortune. They
oontented themselves with water and grain, and like solitarily dwelling
hermits, consigned themselves to reliance on the Divine will. One was
named Bésgindah,* and the other Nawézindah. And both of them, evening
and morning, were wont to sing, in unison, harmonious strains, and at all
times, with soul-enlivening melodies, to utter various cooings.

COUPLET.

In memory of that idol’s face, our solitude we prise,

That love has freed us from the world, and snapped all other ties.
Fortune was envious of the agreement of those sympathising friends, and the
malevolent eyes of time threw their baleful influence on those two happy

ocourLET.
This scems the task by which Fate’s occupied,
To sever love, and friends from friends divide.
The desire of travel developed itself in Bézindah, and he said to his friend,
¢ How long shall we continue in one nest and spend our time in one abode ?
I foel a deeire of wandering through different parts of the world for two or
three dsys, and putting in practice the high command, ¢ Say, go tArough the

'Asmmtdn&mmmhozuphsdmdpnnudedmom,xtmtomc,nom

can be elicited from agumttnvel he could not therefore sa;
that it behoved a wise man, ’ics-¢ afdmat-rd o{ ‘not to choose the
i mpufmneqtothedagndshon tnvel.’ ﬂtrudmg that of

d:gnitiol

some MSS, sull-i ghurdat-rd dar 'ics-i akdmet. The

fwdiﬂa-’:tu'phos, oekah for goshal. o
3 Bdsindah, ‘plx -ﬁmthodwhonuytobel of pigeon!’ Newdsindah, in

the dictionary, ¢ caressing.’

edition has here, in
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eartk’ ! gince in travel many marvellous things are seen and many experiences
are gained, and the venerahle have said, ¢ Trevel is the momns of triumph.’
Until the acymitar comes forth from the scabbard on the battle-field of the
brave, honor is not gained; and wuntil the pen moves in the path of
perambulation from its point,® the painting of besutiful styles is not
manifested on the page of existence. The sky which is ever journeying, is
the highest of all things; and the earth which is ever quiescent, is trampled
down and kicked by all beings both high and low.
vERSR.

View the earth’s sphere and the revolving skies ;

This sinks by rest, and those by motion rise.

Travel man’s tutor is, and glory’s gate,

From place to place had trees the power to move,

Nor saw nor axe would wrong the stately grove.’
Nawizindsh eaid, ‘O my heart’s friend! thou hast not undergone the toils of
travel, nor experienced the hardship of abeence from friends, nor has the
maxim, ¢ Travel s irovail,’ reached thy soul’s ear, nor has the stormy blast,
¢ Porting s bwrning,’ blown on the garden of thy heart Travel is a tree
which brings forth no fruit but that of separation, and sbeence is a cloud
which lets fall no drops but the rain of disgrace.

COUPLET.
Poor and friendless sits the wanderer alone at evening prayer;
His resting-place the road-side, his heart broken with despair.’
Bizindah said, ¢ Although the trouble of travel is wearing to the mind, still
it enlivens by visiting new countries and seeing the wonders of the world;
and, moreover, when the disposition has become aoccustomed to the
inconveniences of the journey, it is no longer harassed by them, and the
toil of the road cesses to make the same impression on the spirits, in
consequence of the interest taken in the wonders of the strange country.
COUYLET.

‘What matter though in travel’s path the thorn of trouble grows;

Since from this thorn we gather, every moment, pleasure’s rose.’
Nawizindah eaid, ‘O beloved friend ! the recreation of seeing various parts of
the world and viewing the gardens of Iram, delights us if in the society of
true compenions and intimate friends; and when one has been eeparated
from the happiness of seeing those with whom one is accustomed to be, it

Kur’in.,eh.n,ll FL, and Mar. ; L, 20: ¢Say, gothrough the earth, and
what hath been the dﬂlﬂowi.ok, pvpheﬁpmpm Say, mato
vhhoevuumhnmndmeuth? Say, unto God. He hath prescribed

&nkﬁe--mhgwdlu. It is probably omly imserted to make a
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follows' that one’s grief finds no solace from that amusement, nor is one’s sorrow
to any extent alleviated by those spectacles; and I am of opinion, that the pain
of separation from friends and the grief of parting from those we love, is
the hardest of all pains and the most cruel of all griefs.
COUPLXT. '
*Tis sure & shadowing forth of hell from friends to separate;
Forgive me, heaven | for my error—hell is but its entrance-gate.
Now that, Praise be to God Most High ! we have a corner and supply of food,
draw the foot of freedom from care under the-garment of welfare, and yield
not the collar of sense to the grasp of lust.
OOUPLET.
Beize thou contentment’s skirt, and be at rest;
For travel's stone holds trouble? in its vest.’
Bézindah said, ‘O friend and oonsort! speak not another word of parting
and separation, for sympathising friends are not wanting in the world, and
he who parts from his friend, suffers no grief when he has met with
another. If here I fail to encounter my friend, I shall in a short time bring
myself into the society of a new soother of the heart, and thyself hast heard
this saying which they have uttered,
CoUPLET.
Fix not thy heart on any place, nor yet on comrades any,
For land and sea are wide enough, and mankind, too, are many.
I expect that after this, thou will not rehearse to me the volume of the toils
of travel, for the flame of the labour of travel makes & man ripe,® and no
person of raw mind and reared in repose, can put to its speed the horse of
expectation in the plain of hope.
HEMISTIOH,
Much travel’s needful eré the raw turns ripe.’
Nawizindah said, ¢ Dear friend, at this time that thou removest thy heart
from the society of thy friends, thou hast severed the string of ancient amity.
Thou mayest unite with new comrades, and the precept of the wise man,
that
OOUPLET.
‘Do not an old and well-tried friend forego  For new allies, for this may end in woe.'¢
thou mayst transgrees. ‘What impression them will my word have on
thee? Nevertheless,

1 Lit., ‘It arises that what amount of relief does his grief receive from that amusement.’

3 Troubles, or lit. ‘revolutions, vicissitudes.’

3 In Persian, pukhtah means ‘cooked,’ and also ‘shrewd; in vulgar langusge ¢wide-
swake.’ The pun cannot be preserved in English.
h“mss.mdmwhichwwldrdnbthe‘nwﬁm&,'vhownldbenidto
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COTPLEY.
He shall kis foemsn’s fondest wish fulfil, Who to well-wishing friends bends not kis will *
Having here eut short their dialogue, they took leave of each other, and
on the wing.
NEMISYICH.
Like priscned bird, forth from kis cage he flew.
‘With real curiosity and perfect gratification he traversed the expanse of air,
and passed over lofty mountzins snd Eden-like gardens. All of a sadden at
the skirt of & mountain—which boasted equality with the elevation of the
highest heaven, and from greatness regarded the whole terrestrial globe as a
mere hillock beneath its foot,—he saw a meadow. Its emerald surface was
more heart-expanding than the garden of heaven, and the northern® breeze, as
rtpamdmhdedﬂthpafume,“mﬁmﬂ:mahgd
Ththrian musk.
VERSE.
There countless roses their pavilions kept; 3
The gram moved wakeful, while the waters slept.
The roses, painted with & thoussnd kues,
Their heavenly fragrance each & league diffase.
Bézindsh was pleased with that delightful spot and heart-expanding tract,
and as day was closing, he in that very place unloosed the baggage of travel.
As yet he had not rested from the toils of the way, nor breathed a moment
in esse and comfort, when suddenly, the swift-stepping carpet-spreader, the
wind, raised up the canopy of the clonds in the court of the air, and made
the tranquil earth a pattern of the tumult of the Resurrection, through the
uproar of the heart-terrifying thunder, and the dread of the bosom-rending
lightning. The fire of the thunderbolts on one side consumed the heart of
the spotted tulips, and on the other, the shaft of the hail nailed the eye of
the wakeful narcissus to the target of the earth.

OCOUPLET.
In pieces was the mountain’s breast by the lightning’s arrows rivem,
And earth to its foundations shook at the thundering voice of Heaven.

In such a time as this B&zindah had no shelter to secure him from the arrows
of the thunder-cloud, nor corner where he could rest in safety from the violence
of the intensely cold wind. At one moment he hid himself under a brench
and at another time he sought to shield himself in the leaves of the trees,
and every moment the affliction of the hail and rain increased, and every
instant the terrors of the thunderbolts and the lightning waxed greater.

The Dictionary renders masim-i shimdl ¢ Boress,’ but here it evidently means ‘a cool
Mtwhywy-mgammwﬁm # :
3 Preely rendered, metri causi. Lit., ¢ Hundreds of thousands of roses blossomed in it.’
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OOUPLET,
Night, gloomy night—heaven’s awful voice—a tempest-shower so flerce as this,
‘What care the gay in banquet-halls ? our perils do not mar their bliss.
In brief, with a thousand sufferings he passed the night until day, and having
no remedy, he endured that ill-timed calamity, and every moment his thoughts
recurred to the quiet corner of his nest, and the society of his prudent friend,
and he heaved a cold sigh of regret and pain from his inflamed heart.
STANZA.
Had I but known from thee to sever,
Would kindle griefs nought can allsy,
I would have parted from thee never,
Nor left thy side a single day.
But when the vanguard of approaching day had made an impression, that
instant the writing of the gloom of the thunder-cloud was obliterated from
the page of time, and by the warmth of the world-irradiating sun, the
expanse of the earth, and the surface of the world, received brightnese.
ocoUrLET,

From the east outdrew the sun his golden poniard bright,

And through earth’s peopled quarters spresd a flood of yellow light.
Bésindsh again rose on the wing, hesitating whether he should return to his
home, or, whether since he had formed the resolution, he should upon the whole
'wander for two or three days through the regions of the world. In the mean-
time, s swift-winged, hard-taloned royal white falcon, which descends to the
earth on the head of its quarry swifter than the rays of the sun, and when
soaring on high reaches heaven quicker than the sight ;

OOUPLET.
Attacking now it left heaven’s bolt behind,
Now soared more swiftly than the flery? wind.
marked out Bizindah. When the poor Pigeon bebeld the pitiless fnloon,
its heart began to flutter, and all strength and power of motion which
existed in its limbs and members inclined to the regions of non-existence.
COUPLET.

‘When on the dove the rapid falcon stoops The helpless quarry unresisting droops.
‘When Bérindah saw himself agein entangled in calamity, he remembered
the advice of his faithful friend, and clearly understood the crudeness of his
own project, and the unreasonableness of his thoughts.

BMMISTICR.
Offerings he vowed and many & promise made,

t _Atish-wishdn * thet for the unless it should be taken as
mwmm&‘f’lmmo?'mm- h“nd?: The wind might indeed be
ere

mlndtohmiunpuhty,mdthoemthotmy introduced to correspond to
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that if he should escape from that dangerous place in safety, and emerge from
that terrible position into tranquillity, he would not allow his mind to enter-
tain another thought of travel, and he would regard as an invaluable prize the
society of his cordial friend, which now seemed to him as impossible to
realize, as the philosopher’s stone,! and for the remainder of his life would
not so much as pronounce with his tongue, the name of travel.
’ COUPLET. '
If T onoe more obtain my hold on the skirt of meeting thee,
‘While my life remains none from my grasp thyself shall ever free.
By the blessing of that excellence of intention, which includes an increase
of security, an opening of the door [of release] was obtained. In the
very moment that the claw of the falcon was about bringing him into
the grasp of possession, from another quarter a hungry eagle—from the injury
of whose talons the sign Aquila was not safe in the nest of the sky, and who,
when hungry, carried off from the meadow of heaven, the signs Aries and
Capricorn,
COUPLET.
Aries itself through fear of him would grase not on the sky,
Save that Babram,? the blood-drinker, each day stood watchful by,
~—had mounted on the wing in search of food. When it beheld the state of the
falcon and Pigeon, it said to itself, ¢ Although this Pigeon is but a small
mouthful, and a trifling morsel, nevertheless, upon the whole, one may break
one's fast upon it, and somewhat allay one’s impatient appetite.’ It made an
effort to carry off the Pigeon before the falcon. Although the animal vigour
which is implanted in the nature of the falcon cannot be placed in the balance
with that of the eagle, still, the former did not weigh its approach, but
engaged with it in the place of strife and contest, having taken its seat in
the balance with it.
COUPLET.

The feathered rivals then to strive began, The quarry, dodging, from between them ran3
The two were occupied in fighting with one another, and Bézindah eagerly
catching at the opportunity, threw himself under a stone and made room for
himself in a hole into which it would have been impossible for a sparrow to
enter, though it had been at pains to fry; and therefore passed another night
distressfully. When in the morning the white-pinioned dove of the dawn
began to fly from the nest of heaven, and the dark-coloured raven of night
began, like the ’Anké, to be hid from sight,* and when

! Lit., ¢ Which—like the philosopher’s stone—seemed to admit of bei i i
the lpher; of non-existence. P P being poiated out, only fn

3 The planet Mars.

3 Lit., ¢ He, by a hundred tricks, escaped from between them.’

4 The fabulous *Anka, as not existing, is said to be hid from sight.
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COUPLET.

Thpe‘e?ekmwithgloriommgnry, Walked proudly in the garden of the sky,
Bizindsh, though from hunger he had not power to fly, began by some means
or other to flutter and move his wings. Fearful and affrighted, he looked to
left and right, and observed the utmost caution before and behind. On a
sudden he beheld a pigeon, with a little grain scattered in front of it, and
s thousand other devices and stratagems of the same kind employed. With
Bézindah the host of appetite prevailed over the region of the body ; when he
beheld his own species, without reflection he went forward, and the grain
had not yet reached his craw when his foot was entangled in calamity.

COUPLET. '

Satan’s the net, the world the grain, our lusts the enticements are,
Our hearts the fowl which greediness soon lures within the are.

Bézindsh began to reproach that pigeon, saying, ¢ O brother! we are of the
same species, and this accident has befallen me by reason of my homoge-
neousness with thee. Wherefore didst thou not acquaint me with these
circumstances, nor fulfil the duties of courtesy and hospitality in order that
I might have practised caution, and not thus fallen into the smare?’ The
pigeon replied, ¢Leave off these words, for caution is unavailing against
destiny, nor is it of any use to struggle against fate.

COUPLET.

‘When from fate’s string its arrow once has hied,
Expedient’s shield can ne‘er it turn aside.’

Bézindsh said, ¢ Art thou at all able to point out to me thewsyof escape
from this calamitous strait? and then thou wouldst cast on my neck, till
the day of resurrection, the chain of obligation.” The pigeon replied, ¢ O
simple of heart! had I known a stratagem for escaping, I would have
liberated myself from the enare, nor would I have become in the manner
thou hast seen, the cruel cause’ of the capture of birds; and thy state is
exactly like that of the young camel, which after going & long way, grew tired
and sid, with lamentation and entreaty, to its mother, ‘O unkind ; stop just
90 long that I may recover myself and rest a moment from my weariness.’
The mother replied, ‘O thou without sight! dost thou not see that the end of
the nose-string is in the hand of another. Had I, in brief, the power to
choose, I would release my back from the load and thy foot from the journey.’

DISTICHS.

The camel’s young one thus its dam addressed—
¢ After this march at least & moment's rest.’

She answered,— Were the nose-string given to me,
None should me in this file thus loaded see.’

) Maglimat ddr, the word in the printed and li editions, is not in the Dictionary.
One M8, null-q: ldrl,md%lnmxtby . I must confees I would rather
read meslimel kdr, did the manuscripts allow it.
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When Bizindah was thus rendered desperate, he began to tremble, and with his
utmost efforts endeavoured tofly. As the string of his impulse was strong, the
cord of the net, which in the lapse of time had become worn, was broken,
and Bizindah finding his throat clear of the throttle of the net, flew pleased
away, and turned his face in the direction of his native place. From joy
at having obtained a light delivery from that weighty bond, his heart forgot
the pangs of hunger, and in the midst of his flight, he arrived at a deserted
village, and rested on the corner of & well which was near a field of corn. A
village boy who was watching the field, in his customary beat, passed near
that deserted place. When his eye fell on the pigeon, the burning desire of
roast meat emitted its smoke from his heart. From the palm of his hand'
he slipped a shell into his bow and drew up the string? Bézindah was
not on the alert against that trick, and was turning towards the ficld and
the open spacc and meadow, when suddenly, from the juggling of the
deceitful heavens, the impression of the blow of that shell reached the
feathers of that discomfited one. From excess of fear and terror, he fell
head downwards to the bottom of a well which was at the foot of that same
wall, which was a well such that, from its exceeding depth, the circle of
the heavens appeared like a wheel at the top, and had they woven together the
black and white thread of day and night, it would not have reached its bottom.

BTANZA,

No well was that—e cavern so profound,

It reached the seventh climate’s farthest bound.

If heaven3 should try its utmost depths to knovw,

"Twould fail, and must its measurement forego.¢
‘When the young rustic saw that what he wished for was at the bottom of
the well, and that the cord of counsel was too short to reach there, he went
away disappointed, and left that half-killed one in his painful imprisonment.
In short, Bizindah, for another night and day, passed his time with broken
heart and ruffled feathers, at the bottom of the well, and in despairing accents
according with his state,® his thoughts recurring to Nawédzindah, he made
mention of his feelings, of his hapless and outeast condition, and described his
weakness and helplessness, and said,

. ! Rid-dast in the Dictionary is said to mean ‘back of the hand,’ a scnso here clearly
impoesible.

2 Paiwast. I su the weapon in which the shell was placed to have been a cross-bow.
Paiwastan would then mean, * to draw the string up, and place it in the notch ready for dis-
charging the bow.’

3 One MS. reads XAirad, which is perhaps better than falak.

¢ Lit., *Would not go round the measurement.’

8 Zabdw-s hdl is said in the Dictio to be ¢ language expressed by one’s condition, in
contra-distinction to language of then:;y > I hardly know whether the words can bear
this meaning. It is ovident that Bazindah actually uttered words, and did not merely
gesticulate his grief.
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ODR.

O I fecall the time when near thy dwelling was my stay ; !

‘Would now my eyes were brightened by the dust of thy doorway!

My heart’s wish was that I, my friend ! from thee, should never part :

What can I do? my toil is vain, and vainly throbs my heart.
Bézindah, the next day, by trying every way possible and all the devices he
knew, brought himself to the top of the well, and weeping and bemoaning
himself, at the mid-hour between sunrise and noon,® arrived near his own
nest. Nawézindah heard the sound of the wings of her friend, and flying
forth to meet him from the nest, said,

COUPLET.
*Tis I whose eyes expand, my friend to find,
How shall I thank thee—thou so true and kind!?
And when she had embraced Bézindah, she found him excessively weak and
thin. Bhe said, ‘O beloved friend! where hast thou been? and what is the
state of thy circumstances?’ Bézindah said,
COUPLET.
¢Ask me not what woes of love, what pangs have been my lot,
All the griefs that parting brings, I've tasted—ask me not.

As for the toil and travail and affliction, which have passed over me,
OCOUPLRT.
I need the quiet night-time and the pleasant moon as well,
That to thee I may the story of all my sorrows tell.
The sum of the matter is this, that I had heard that in travel, much
experience is obtained ; at length I have gained thus much experience, that
90 long as I Live I will not make another journey, and, until I am compelled,
I will not go forth from the corner of my nest, and by my own choice I will
not exchange the happinees of beholding my friends for the pain of the
struggles of exile. '
OCOUPLET.

For travel's conflict I'll not lust again, In sight of friends perpetual pleasures reign.’
And I have introduced this apologue that his majesty, the ruler of the world,
msay not exchange the dignity of a settled abode for the degradation of
travel, and not voluntarily choose separation from friends and country,
which has no other fruit but wretched bewailing and tearful eyes.”

OOUPLET,

When thoughts of friends and country fill my soul,
Tears from my eyes in melting torrents roll.é

3 Bar-i kil signifies ¢ end of the street.’
3 T have thought it better thus to translate cAdshtgdA, as breakfast-time may vary through
the twelve hours.
8 Lit, ¢ Helpful and cherishing.’
¢ Lit. ‘My dwellings are brimful of thy tears.’
x2
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Débishlfm said, ‘O wise vaz{r! although the labour of travel is great, its
advantages, too, are beyond computation. When any one has fallen, in
traveling, into the whirlpool of hardship, he becomes improved and polished,
and experiences are acquired by him, from which, throughout his life, he
may derive advantage; and indubitably complete advancement appears in
travel, both external and internal. Seest thou not that the pawn by
traveling six stages, owing to the knowledge it thus acquires, obtains the rank
of a queen; and the light-speeding moon by a journey of fourteen nights,
progresses from the place of a thin crescent to the dignity of the full orb.
COUPLET.
To Pharaoh’s! state by travel mounts the low.
When would the moon, untraveled, fairer! grow ?
And if a person subside into the corner of his wretchedness, and step not
beyond his miserable home, he remains deprived of seeing the marvels
of various countries, and devoid of the honour of waiting on the great
amongst mankind. The falcon secures a place on the wrist of kings, because
it crouches not in its nest; and the owl, because it cannot turn its incli-
nations from solitude, remains behind the wall of disgrace.
COUPLET.
Swoop like falcon forth, to distant regions fly.
Owl-like how long will thou behind the ruin lie?
And one of the great sages inspired the whole body of his disciples with the
desire of travel, by this, '

QUATRAIN.

Each one who travels pleases aye the more,

All eyes approve him and all heerts adore.

How pure the waves that our embraces woo,

Confine them and you make them fetid too.3
And if that hawking-faloon, which grew up with the young of s kite, had
remained in their nest, and had not winged its flight through the air in
travel, it would not have attained the honmour of the notice of a king.’
The vazir besought, saying, ‘ How were the circumstances of that affair ?’

STORY II

King Débishlfm said, *I have heard tell that once on a time two hawks,
swift of wing, consorted together, and their nest was on the crest of a
mountain, such that the celestial eagle could not, by the power of its wing,
approach it, and the constellation Aquils, in spite of soaring so high, could
not reach its vicinity.

! Thereis s ivoque in the Persian between Kai-khusraw ¢ Chosroes,” and
kai khishri ‘wh::yhgro:'deﬁlmu to preserve it I have changed Choeroes into Pharach,
who serves equally well for the illustration. :

* Lit., ¢ In the fullness of excellence he becomes the light of every eye.’

3 Lit., ¢ There is not & thing purer than water, if it abides in one place, it becomes fetid.’



CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION. STORY IIL 53

) COUPLET,

No mountain that—which on earth’s surface lies—

A heaven you'd call it, placed above the skies.
And they passed their time happily in that nest, and lived delighted and
ocontent in beholding each other.

OOUPLBT,

O nightingale! that with the rose dost ait, ~ Thy state is blissful, therefore valus it.
After a time, God Most High vouchsafed them s young one. By reason of
the innate affection' which they felt at the sight of their son, both of them
went in search of food, and brought viands of every description for their
hearts’ treasure, and in a short time his strength began to increase. Ono
day, having left him alone—each had gone somewhither, and a delay took
place in their return,—the young hawk felt the cravings of hunger. He
began to search [for food), and turning himself on every side, came to the
edge of the nest. Suddenly he fell thence, prone towards the bottom of the
mountain. It chanced that in that spot a kite had issued from its nest in
quest of food, which it sought for its young, and as it sate, expectant, on the
side of the mountain, its sight fell on that young hawk, which was descending
from the top of the mountain to thp bottom ; it entered its imagination that it
was a mouse which had escaped from the talons of s kite.

HEMISTICH.
8till,? in the jar—one thought—I view thy face.
Without reflection, it made haste, and before it could touch the ground,
seized it in mid-air, and carried it to its own nest, and on carefully
examining it, by the character of its claws and beak, perceived that it
belonged to the kind of hunting-birds, and through homogencousnees, pity
sprang up in its heart, and it thought to itself: ¢The mercy of God is
visible in this matter, and has made me the instrument of its preservation ;
and had I not been present in that spot, and this young bird had fallen from
the top of the mountain on the ground, undoubtedly all its limbs and
members had been parted from one another, and its bones would have been
pulverised by dashing against the stone of misfortune, and would have been
scattered like dust on the wind of annihilation; and since the divine decree
has 0 required that I should be the means of its preservation, it is most
right that it should participate in education with my sons, nay, that I should
bring it up as a son, and that it should be ranged in the series of my other
children.’ Then the kite, through pity, undertook the rearing of the young
hawk, and treated it in the very same way as that in which it behaved

1 One M8, reads sAafhati for shaghfi, and I am inclined to prefer it. The Dictionary gives
u-ihﬂomingfwmw""ﬂ, g

2 The ki edition and MSS, read Aemdn Ehiyd! for the Aemah Ehiydl of the
inted Iwi Ehiydl
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towards its own young, until it grew up; and the original instincts which
were innate in it, according to the saying ‘ Mankind are mincs liks mines of
gold and siloor, began to develope and reveal themselves. Although it
imagined that it was one of the sons of that kite, yet it saw that its aspect
and courage, and the terror it inspired, was different from theirs. Often it
wondered, saying, ‘If I do not belong to them, why am I in this nest? and
if I am of this family, why am I opposed to them in form and qualities?

QUATRAIN,
I think not I to this same band belong Nor count myself exclnded from the throng,
Included and excluded thus 'tis best, To live contented and neglect the rest.’

One day the kite eaid to the hawk, ‘O son, dear to my heart! I sce that
thou art very sad, and the cause of thy dejection is hid from me. If thou
hast any wish in thy heart, disclose it to me that I may occupy myeelf in
obtaining it; and if any desire passes through thy mind, make it known
unhesitatingly, that to .the extent of my power I may exert myself in
accomplishing it.” The hawk replied, ‘I, too, find in myself a feeling of
dejection, and I do not know the cause of it, and if I know it I cannot
tell it. .
COUPLET.

Behold this wondrous flower, which has blossomed here for me.

Its hue cannot be tokened, nor its odour hidden be.
I now see it to be advisable that thou shouldest favour me with the honor
of leave, that I may journey in various parts of the world for two or three
days. Perchance, by the fortunate influence of movement, the dust of grief
may be effaced from the page of my heart, and when my mind is occupied
with the wonders and marvels of great cities and districts, it is possible that
the form of cheerfulness may be mamifested in the mirror of my mind.’
Whenﬂmhteheaxdﬂ:emenﬁonofparhng anguish aroee in-his heart,’ and
he eaid,

COUPLET.
‘Thou speak’st of bitter parting—sad thy tome,
Do what thou wilt—leave that at least undone.’
Then complaining, he added, ‘O son! what plan is this thou hast formed?
and what thought is this thoun hast entertained ? speak not of travel, for it is
a man-devouring sea, and a dragon which carries off human beings.
COUPLET.
Travel's the present hell of human kind, Hence travel—travail? liks in form we find.

The cause, in general, why men make choice of traveling, is to procure the
means of subsistence, or because they find it difficult to remain in their own

1 Lit., ‘ Smoke arose from his heart.”
% Lit,, ¢ The form of travel and ’ there being an voquoon far ‘travel;’ and
uba"holl.’ To keep the play on w Ihnhmhted ¢ travail.’
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country; and neither of these two things has happened to thee. Thanks be
to God that our abode is a corner free from care, and that there is food
procurable, sufficient for us to live upon, and thou hast exaltation
above my other sons, and all those older’ than thee bow before thee.
Notwithstanding all this, to choose to travel and abandon the pleasure of &
settled abode, appears to be far from the path of good semse; and long ago
they have said,
EEMIBTICH.
*Tis ever wisdom to let well alone.’3

The hawk said, ¢ What thou hast been pleased to say, is kindly and tenderly
spoken; but whenever I meditate with myself, this corner and this food
appear unworthy of my condition, and things pass through my mind which
I am unsble to express’ The kite peroeiving that the saying ¢ Everything
twrns dack to sts original nature’ was here made evident, stepped beyond
the limits of this argument, and said, ‘That which I say is on the ground
of contentment, and what thou sayest proceeds from greediness, and the
greedy person is always disappointed; and as long as one is not contented
he finds no repose, and as thou art not thankful for the blessings of
contentment, and knowest not the value of freedom from ease, I fear that

that will befall thee which befell that greedy cat.” The hawk asked ¢ How was
that?’ .

STORY III.

The kite said, ‘In former times there was an old woman in a state of
extreme debility. She possessed & cot more narrow than the heart of the
ignorant, and darker than the miser’s grave; and a cat was her companion,
which had never seen evenin the mirror of imagination, the face of a loaf,
nor had heard from friend or stranger the name of meat. It was content if
oocasionally it smelt the odour of a mouse from its hole, or saw the print of
the foot of one on the surface of a board, and if, on some rare occasion, by

the aid of good-fortune and the assistance of happy destiny, one fell into its
claws,
HEMISTICH,
Like a poor wretch who finds out buried gold,

its cheek lighted up with joy, and it oonsumed its past sorrow with the
flame of its natural heat, and a whole week, more or less, it subsisted on
that amount of food, and used to say,

COUPLET.
In slumber soe I this, my God! or with my waking eyes ?
Myself in plenty? such as this, after such agonics ?

! One MB. reads Aemad Suswrgds for Aamak duzurgl.
3 Lit.: ‘It is not the act of wise men to abandon good days.’
3 Thero is a mistake in the printed odition here, bas for pas.
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And inasmuch as the house of the old woman was the famine-year of that cat,
it was always miserable and thin, and from a distance appeared like an idea.
One day, through excessive weakness, it had, with the utmost difficulty,
mounted on the top of the roof; thence it beheld a cat which walked proudly
on the wall of a neighbouring house, and after the fashion of a destroying
lion, advanced with measured steps, and from excessive fat, lifted its feet
slowly. When the cat of the old woman, saw one of its own species in that
state of freshness and fat, it was astonished, and cried out, saying,
HEMISTICK.
¢ Truly with pride thou advancest, then wilt thou not tell me from whence ?

Thou, whose state is thus pleasant, whence art thou? and sinoe it appesrs
that thou comest from the banquet-chamber of the Khrin of Khatd,' whence is
this sleekness of thine, and from what cause this thy grandeur and strength >’
The neighbour-cat replied, ‘I am the crumb-eater of the tray of the sultdn.
Every morning I attend on the court of the king, and when they spread
the tray of invitation, I display boldness and daring, and in general I snatch
off some morsels of fat meats, and of loaves made of the finest flour; and
I pass my time happy and satisfied till the mext day.’ The cat of the
old woman, inquired ¢ What sort of a thing may fat meat be? and what kind
of relish has bread, made of fine flour? I, during my whole life, have never
seen nor tasted aught save the old woman's broths, and mouse’s flesh.” The
neighbour-cat laughed, and said, ¢ Therefore it is, that one cannot distinguish
thee from a spider, and this form and appearance that thou hast, is a reproach
to our whole race; and the shape and character which thou hast brought
from the house to the desert, is an eternal® disgrace.

OCOUPLET.

Cat, by thy tail and ears, one might thee deern,

Yet, in all else, a spider thou wouldst seem.
And if thou shouldst see the court of the sultin, and smell the odour of
those delicious viands and agreeable meats, it is probable that the mystery,
‘ Who shall restore bomes to lifs when they are rotten,’* may come forth from
the curtain of what is hidden, to the plain of manifestation, and thou mayst
aoquire a fresh form.’ '

! KAa d, Ncrthern China, the Cathay of Milton. This word has been omitted in the new
edition of Jo-ason’s Persian Dictionary. :

. The MSS, and lith hed edition read dar dawdm for the dar ddram of the printed
edition, which I conclude to be & typographical error.

3 Kur'tn, ch, xxxvi, 78; Sale, p. 333, last line, ‘He saith, who shall restore bones
to life when they are rotten ? Answer,—He shall restore them to life who produced them the
first time ; for Ho is skilled in every kind of creation ; who giveth you fire out of the green
tree, and beholthye kindle your fuel from thence.' See daos‘.le, p. 198, note ¢:  Obba Ebn
Khalf came to Muhammad with a rotten bone, and asked him whether it were possible for
God to restore it to life.’.
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COUPLET.
The scent of the beloved one passed o’er the lovers’ grave,!
‘What marvel if to those dry bones the breath of life it gave,

The cat of the old woman; said, most beseechingly, O brother! thon art
bound to me by the rights of neighbourship and the link of homogeneousness,
why not perform what is due to courtesy and fraternity, and this time, when
thou goest, take m¢ with thee; perchance, by thy good fortune, I may obtain
food, and by the bleesing of thy society, I may aoquire a place.
OOUPLET. ' .

From pious company withdraw thou not,  Nor thoss unclasp who share a prosperous lot.’s
The heart of the neighbour-cat melted at his lamentable position, and he
resolved that he would not attend the feast without him. The cat of the old
woman, from the happy tidings of this promise, felt new life, and descending
from the roof, stated the case to her. The old dame began to advise the
cat, saying, ‘O kind companion, be not deceived by the words of worldly
people, and abandon not the corner of content, for the vessel of covetousness
is not filled save with the dust of the grave; and the eye of lust is not
stitched but with the needle of annihilation and the thread of death.’

- vERSR,

Contentment makes man wealthy—Tell it then

To the unsatisflod and world-o’er- wandering men,—

They ne’er knew God, nor peid Him worship due,

Binoe with their lot they no contentment knew.
The cat had not taken into its head a longing for the table of the delicacies of
the sultin, to such an extent only as that the medicine of advice could be
profitable to it.

COUPLET.

*Tis but to cage the wind advioe to give To lovers, 'tis but water in a sieve.
In short the next day, along with its neighbour, the old woman’s cat, with
tottering. steps conveyed itself to the court of the sultin, and before that
helpless one could arrive® there, ill-fortune had poured the water of disappoint-
ment on the fire of its crude wish, and the reason was as follows:—The
day before, the cats had made a general onslaught on the table, and raised a
clamour and uproar beyond bounds, and had annoyed, to the last degree, the
guests and their host. Wherefore, on this day, the sul{in had commanded
that a band of archers, with swiftly impelling notches, standing in ambush,*

'lhn'putthovcrbinthoputtonn,umimcd. Literally, it is: ‘If the scemt

pam.

3 Lit.: ‘Take not thy hand from the waist of the (or) of those ing.’
I should prefer the latter sense of mukdil, since the old woman's cat could y be said to
be prosperous, but perhaps that epithet refers to her neighbour.

8 In the printed edition, the words S¢-ressd and are run together so closely as to
make them look like one word, which might ocoasion ty to the student.

¢ Ove M8. reads der gosheh, which I much prefer to the unmeaning (unmeaning oven
for a Persian epithet) goshah tayydr or goshah giydr.
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unrier,
Boasts will not pillow thes where great men sit,
Wouldat thim bave grestness, greatly strive for it.’
Tha hawk said, ¢ The strength of my clsws is the best means of procuring the
blsmingn of furtunn, snd the power of my beak the best way of obtaining the
gradom of high rank. But, perhaps, thou hast not heard the story of that
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swordsman who sought kingship and rule by the help of the arm of ocourage,
and, finally, the robe of his noble epirit was adorned with the fringe of
sovereignty ?’ The kite inquired ‘ How was this matter ?’

STORY IV.

The hawk said, ¢ In ancient times there was a poor mechanic at his wit's end to
maintain his family, and who, from extreme distress, had never read a single
letter from the page of pleasure, and the gains of whose craft sufficed not for
more than the expenses of his family, and the emecluments of whose profession
went not beyond providing bread and raiment. The favour of God, (May his
glory be magnified !) bestowed on him a dear son, on whose front the tokens
of greatness were manifest; and on whose countenance the signs of high
fortune were apparent.

COUPLET.

Of happy fortune and high sugury, The fairest plant in joy's parterre was he.
By the bleesing of his footsteps, the state of his father became ome of
cheerfulness,’ and, by his happy auspices, the income from his craft began to
exceed his expenses. The father, regarding his footsteps as auspicious, caused
him, to the extent of his power at the time, to be educated; and the boy, in
his childhood, was wont to speak of nothing but archery, and continually
played with shield and sabre. 'When they conveyed him to school, he would
suddenly make off and appear in the midst of the plain; and whenever they
instructed him in writing, his thoughts darted away to the straight spear.?
He was always reading the inscription of conquest from the lines of the sabre,
and ever perusing, from the ornaments of the shield,® the sketch of

ennoblement.
VYERSB,

‘When his instructor writes down ‘H&’ and ‘ Mim,’

These to his fancy shield and helmet seem.

Will he of ¢ Alif? ‘Be’—his notions shew,

¢Alif* the shaft resembles, ‘Be’ the bow.é
When from the stage of childhood he arrived at the boundaries of puberty,
his father said, ‘O son, my mind is entirely bent on thy state, and the
period of manhood has no relation to the season of boyhood. The marks of
sudacity and hardihood are very manifest on the pages of thy condition. I
wish that before evil dispositions cast thee into the perils of lust, I may make

..! One MB. reads shddmdni which I prefer to sdmani. Other MSS. omit the Ad} before

3 There is an whhhlhnbmmbhbmhmmmm
‘writing’ and neitah- “l‘l #td ¢ & straight spear.’
'Mdgmﬂalpdl,nwuu‘uketch. Eligat loctor.
‘h‘&’thboymdmuhq)ooftbwm‘M’Mofmmw There is more
2ultyn¢ndng mbhmhtwm‘ﬂl’mdanhnld,mdbetwm‘ltm’
a caaque, .
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the strong fortress, ¢ Whoover marvsies, vorsly Re perfects half his religion,’!
thy mansion; and now I have arranged the hand of promise, fitting thy
condition, in order that I may draw into the bands of marriage with thee,
& lady from & tribe which may be equal to ours. What dost thou think
adviseable herein?’ The son said, ‘O father! I have already given the
hand of promise to the high person on whom my heart is set, and have
deposited in cash for her, the marriage portion due in case of divorce. I will
not trouble you in this affair, nor do I expect aid or assistance therein.’ The
father said, ‘O son! I have perfect cognizance of all thy affairs. Thou hast
not sufficient means of assistance that thou couldest rightly perform thy
betrothal.  'What thou sayest thou hast prepared, whence is it ? and what
sort of bride is it that thou wooest?’ The son went into the house, and
brought out a sword a hundred times more sanguinary than the glance of the
beautiful, and a thousand degrees more lustrous than the teeth of the carne-
lian-lipped fair. Then he said, ‘O father! know that I will plight my
troth to the bride of empire, and will unite myself, in the nuptial knot, with
the chaste virgin of sovereignty; and for her there is no better plighted troth
than a sharp sword, and no fairer portion than a blood-shedding poniard.’

OOUPLET.
On him whom fortune favours none make war, Empire’s best dowry is the scymitar.
And since the spirit of that young man was restricted to [the acquisition of ]
empire, in a short space of time he took possession of an extensive kingdom,
and by the stroke of the world-subduing blade, he conquered various countries
of the world : and hence they have said,

OCOUPLET.
Only to him will empire plight her word, ‘Who pays her bridal portion with the sword.
¢ And T have introduced this story in order that thou mayest know, that,
whatever can be mentioned as belonging to fortune, I already possess, and
the Divine providence has opened the gates of happiness before the face of
my condition, and I, too, am in hopes that I shall shortly arrive at my
desire, and reach the hand of my desire to the neck of its object. And now
by no charming of any one, will I give up this condition or abandon
this idea.

HEMISTICH.

Reproaches shall not drive us from this door.’

The kite perceived that that high-spirited bird would not be brought into the
net by the string of wiliness, nor be caught by the grain of deceit and

1 Thilil:hdiﬁonhmdeddawnbyAnu-binHﬂf&vhomthehstofﬂ\e&hhh,or

co ons of Muh and who died at Bagrah, A.H. 91 108. See the MisAkdtn-
*b-Mayddih md:ﬂ%m Calc. edition, 1810, p. '7;9‘" ‘When a servant marries,

verily he half his religion; then let him practwse abstinence before God, for the
remaining !
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artifice. It was, therefore, compelled to suffer it to travel, and applied to its
own wounded breast, the cautery of separation. The hawk, having taken
leave of the kite and its young ones, flew from the nest and soared on high ;
and after it was tired, descended on the top of a mountain, and opened the
eye of observation in every direction. All at once, it saw a mountain-
pertridge, which had begun to walk proudly along in perfect beanty, while
the sound of its joound cry reverberated through all parts of the mountain.
The hawk found in its nature an eager desire to hunt the partridge, and in
one pounce, filled its crop with the flesh of its breast, which was agreeable
to its appetite. It found the flesh of such a sort that the deliciousness of its
flavour, equalled the water of life, and the delicacy of its taste boasted an
oquality with the relish of the most surpassing dainties, [according to the
oaying] ‘ And the flssh of birds of the kind which they shall desire' and as
during the whole period of his life it had never tasted flesh of such delicacy,
it exclaimed, o
COUPLET.
* From head to foot thy nature pleases mine,  Sure for me only they did thee design I’
It then reflocted, ¢ This, of itself, among the advantages of travel, suffices me,
that thus early I have escaped from coarse food, and have qbtained the flavour
of viands which are agreeable to my mind, and have been elevated from
8 dark and narrow nest and low and mean-spirited companions, to exalted
. Places and lofty situations.
EXMISTICR.

Of dassling great adventures—this, the first.
[Let us wait to see] what happy fortune will next advance from the corner
of the unknown future to the area of visibility.’

EEMISTICR.
‘What fate itself brings from the curtain forth.

Then the hawk, swift of flight, passed some days in flying about atpleasm'e,
and merrily chased the partridge and quail, till one day it was perched
on the top of a mountain, at the skirt of which it beheld & number of horse-
men who had formed line in hunting, while their falcons swooped in pursuit
of the quarries.

vERSR.

Then at the signal of the hunting-drum*
l'mhonthvingthemopingﬁbmme,

1 M,chl 21 Mar,, Ivi, 28 396, 1. 2: ‘Theee are who shall
o e el o i PRI I
anda m.
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The rapid gos-hawks! here their pinions ply

And in the quarry’s blood their talons dye,*

There the white falcon—from his haplees prey,

The quail and pheasant—tears life’s ooin sway.
Now this was the king of the counfry who had come out with his atten-
dants for his accustomed sport of hawking, and the place where the game fed
happened to be the skirt of that mountain. Meanwhile the hawk which was
on the King's wrist flew and made a stoop at a quarry, and this high-
couraged hawk also stooping at the same prey, presently carried it off before
the other. When the King's glance fell on its swiftness of flight, and rapid
seizure, his heart was set upon it, and the high mandate went forth, so
that dexterous fowlers, by ingenious stratagems, cast & snare round its neck,
and by the guidance of fortune, it attained the honor of serving the monarch.
The gracious regard of the King became confirmed with reference to its
natural aptitude and innate merit, and after a short time its post was fixed
by the favouring aid of fortune, on the wrist of the Prince, and by means of
its lofty spirit it rose from the abyss of degradation and abasement, to the
pinnacle of honor and prosperity, and if it had been content with the society
of crows and kites, in the same spot where it first abode, and for the sake of
travel, had not measured the regions of the desert and the tract of the wilder-
ness, its attaining this rank, and its promotion to this dignity, would have
been of the number of impossibilities, and I have cited this apologue that it
may be understood, ‘that in travel the most complete exaltation is attained,
and that it conducts 8 man from the most utter meanness of baseness and
obscurity, to the loftiest place of approval and splendour.’

BTANZA.

Travel ‘s the spring-time of the soul, for then

Their wishes, flower-like, bloom attained by men,

Travel ! that thou may’st aye sucoessfal be:

¢ Walk through sartk's regions'® is God's own decree,
And when the discourse of D4bishl{m was ended, the other vaz{r advanced
and performed the customary ceremonies of prayerful salutation, and said,
‘That which his imperial Majesty, the shadow of God, has been pleased to
say in explanation of travel and its advantages, does not belong to such a
class of things that the suspicion of doubt can approach it, nevertheless it
occurs to the mind of your slave, that for the angelically-gifted* person of the

1 The Dictionary does not distinguish the hawks scientifically. The jurrah is said to be a
male falcon.

8 Lit.: ¢ Whets its claws?’

3 Kurkn, ch. lxvii, 15; Bale, p. 416, L. 28, ¢It is He who hath leveled the earth
far you, therefore walk through the region thereof, and eat of his provision; unto Him shall
be t!le resurrection.’ .

¢ The lithographed edition reads #ifd¢ for malakdt.
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King, on whose safety the happiness of the world is dependent, to volun-
tarily undertake the toil of travel, and to migrate from the exhilarating
garden of pleasure into the heart-afflicting desert of sorrow and labour, appears
distant from the ways of wisdom.” Débishlim said, ‘ The undertaking tnil is
the part of men of courage, and the business of the lions of the forest of war;
and indubitably until the skirt of the pleasant life of kings is impinged on
the thorn of trouble, the flower of tranquillity does not blossom for their weak
subjects in the garden of freedom from care, and so long as the foot of high-
spirit of monarchs has not traversed the wilderness of calamity, the head of
the indigent poor does not touch the pillow of repose.’
OCOUPLET.

None in thy realm will peace or comfort find,

‘While thoughts of selfish case engross thy mind.
And know that there are two classes of mankind, one, kings, to whom has
been given the dignity of ruling over states, and imperial sway : and the other,
subjects, on whom is bestowed the favour of security and repose. These two
kinds do not admit of combination, but it is necessary either to choose ease
and abandon the reigns of dominion, or to be contented with the honor of
kingly power, and draw back the hand from delight and leisure.

STANZA,

Ho whe on comfort tramples, and delight;
Fortune will give him rule and kingly might.
Thus by the rose the garden's crown is worn,
Because, though soft, it couches on a thorn.

And the wise have said, ¢ Zabowr s ths way to wealth,’ and exertion elevates the
seeker on the post of success, and to traverse the wastes of struggling with
the step of constancy, brings the beauty of the desired object under the gaze
of inspection. Theaequmentofthmgswnhedfordependson attempting
things perilous.

COUPLET.

Let him not try the hell of royal state, ‘Who thinks in ease to live effeminate.

Every one who raises the banner of exertion in the plain of courage, and puts
swsy the qualities of indulgence and listlessmess in undertaking toils, has
taken the shortest path to his object, and has looked on the countenance of
his wish with the eye of hope, like that Tiger who entertained a desire to rule
over the joy-expanding wilderness, and by the blessing of toil and exertion
which he employed, and by the auspicious influence of patient endurance of
severe sufferings and disagreeables which he displayed, in a short time the
veil of hindrance fell off from the face of his wish, and he advanced the
hand of hope to the skirt of his object.” The vazir inquired ¢ In what manner
was this affair?’
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STORY V.

King DAbishlfm said, ‘In the environs of Bagrah® there was an island of an
exoessively pleasant climate, and a desert of surpassing beanty and freshness,
where limpid waters flow on every side, and a life-bestowing zephyr breathes

around.
VERSE,

Trees flourished thickly interwoven there,
Whereon grew fruits, sweet-flavoured, fresh and rare.
Their boughs, than Toba’s? more delightsome, shade
- Grass, than the lily finer in its blade.
And from its excessive exquisiteness they called it the ‘Joy-expanding
‘Wilderness,’ and a Tiger bore sway there, such that from dread of him fierce
lions could not set foot in that retreat, and from awe of him the wild beasts
and savage animals could not allow the thought of that solitude to encircle
their minds.
VERSR,
‘When with his tail he farious lashed the rock,
Heaven's lion dropped his talons at the shock.
And where he but for one short instant paunsed,
A long year's stoppage to that road he caused.

He had lived much time in that wild, according to his wish, and had never
seen the form of disappointment in the mirror of existence. He had a young
one whose countefiance made the world seem bright to him, and in meeting
which lustre of his eyes, his vision was enlightened. His intention was that
when that young one came to years, and stained his teeth and claws in the
gore of wild beasts, he would commit that solitude to his charge, and pass the
rest of his life at ease in the corner of retirement. The blossom of his wish
had not yet expanded on the stem of desire, when the autumn of death gave
the fruit of the garden of his existence to the wind of destruction.

HEMISTICH.
How many a hope has crumbled into dust.

1 vity on the ubontonomd:hllfd- s jo from where the river
8 oity Tigris, rlmm

enters tho ersian Gulf. It wes built by "Umar, AH, 15,
A.D., 636, Itunmmdmoundywil,bnthutmdlmﬂowmgmnt, which is
uidwmkeofthonllepunmamd Paradise.

3 The tree of Paradise, Sce Sale’s Prel. Diso., p. 69, ! Concerning this tree,
they fable that it stands in the oflhhnmmad,p oughlbnnohohtmllmcheotho
house of truebehuer txtwﬂlbohdnnnthmmmm and
other fruits o mdofmnnknmw So that if a man desire
toeltofmy hnd 1twﬂlmmed|mlybomen or if he choose

-dmnd,mllbent ore him wish, 1‘1. 24d that the
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And when this Tiger was seized by the claw of the lion, Death, several wild
beasts who for & long time entertained a desire for that wilderness, made a
unanimous movement, and set about appropriating it. The young tiger saw
that he possessed not the strength to reeist. He went voluntarily into exile,
and amongst the wild beasts a huge contest arose. A blood-spilling, tumult-
causing lion, overcame all the others, and brought by conquest that joy-
explndingwﬂdmeuwhichreambledrsmdise,intothearea;fhis own
possession, and the young Tiger having for some time endured distress in the
mountains and wastes, conveyed himself to another haunt, and disclosed the
affliction of his heart to the wild heasts of that district, and asked their aid to
remedy this interruption [of his happiness]. They, having received intelli-
gence of the victory of the predaceous lion and of the overpowering might
of that martial king of beasts, rejected with aversion [the request for] help
and assistance, and said, ‘O unfortunate! thy place is now in the possession
of a lion such that from terror of him the birds will not fly over that wilder-
ness, and from fear of him the elephant will not approach that desert. We
bave not strength to fight with him, nor to sustain his teeth and claws, and
thou too art not able to enter with him the arena of strife and encounter.
Our opinion demands that thou shouldst betake thyself to his court, and with
pexfect loyalty enter his service.’
VERSR.

Forboar *gainst him the flag of war ¢ unfurl,

‘Whom from his fix3d seat thou canst not hurl.!

* Tis best that thou submissive accents usc,

Be humble to him, and thyself excuse.
These words scemed reasonable to the young Tiger, and he looked upon his
best course to be this, that he should voluntarily enter the service of the lion,
and to the extent of his ability, offer the duties of attendance. He, therefore,
put in practice the maxim ¢ Refwrwing ¢s best,’ and through the intervention
of one of the mobles, he obtained the honor of waiting on the lion, and
baving become the object of the imperial regard, was appointed to an office
suited to his spirit. The tiger having tightly fastenod the belt of obedience
on the waist of affection, displayed the marks of prudence and dutiful service
in such a manner as every moment to cause an increase of nearness to the
king’s presence, and an augmentation of the royal favour to such an extent,
that he became an object of envy to the nobles and ministers of his majesty ;
in spite of which every instant his painstaking and zeal in the service
waxed greater, and he incessantly displayed increased exertion, in the affairs
of the state.

OCOUPLET.

They who excel in zeal, in toil precode, Must of all others fuirly take the lead.

! Lit.: ¢ With o person that thou canst not move from his thou shouldst not
plant thy foot in strife.’ Ihnmwtheﬁmfwthekngﬁnglmcr.

‘ P
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Once upon a time an important and necessary affair arose which called the lion
away to & distant jungle; and at that time the heat of the oven of the sky,
was unmitigated,’ and the expanse of waste and mountain, like a furnace of
glass, fiercely inflamed. From the excessive heat of the air, the brain of
animals was boiled in their cranium, and the crabs in the water werc fried
like fish in the frying-pan.
. VERSE.
Had sudden clouds collected then—so burned
The air—their drope to fiery sparks had turned.
" Birds in their passage through the liquid air,

Moth-like, consumed, had lost their feathers there.

The sun so flercely through the wther shone,

It melted e'en the heart of the hard stone. )
The lion reflected, ‘ At such a time, when the shell at the bottom of the
deep, like a fowl on a spit, is roasting; and the ocean, from fear of the sun's
heat, steps not in the midst? of the fire to the shore, an affair of this
importance has occurred. Who may there be among my attendants, who
would not be affected by the labour? and who, undeterred by the heat of the
atmosphere, would approach this undertaking?’ In the midst of this reflection,
the Tiger came in with the line of attendants, and observed that the king
was thoughtful. On the ground of his abundant affection and complete tact,
he advanced near the throme of royalty, and was emboldened to ask the
causes of that thoughtfulness, and having learned how the case stood, he took
upon himself to accomplish the matter, and having been honored with
permission, he set off with & body of attendants, and arriving at that place
at noon, he betook himself to the accomplishment of the affair, and the
instant, that the business was settled to his satisfaction, he changed his reins
to return. The officers and counsellors, who had been appointed to attend
upon him, unanimously represented ag follows: ‘In such heat as this, all
this distance has been traversed by the steps of completion, and now that the
affair has been settled and that there is not the slightest cause for uneasiness;
and the confidence placed in you by his high majesty, has been demonstrated
to the extent that it has, it will certainly not be removed from advisability, if
you should repose a short time under the shade of a tree, and allay the fiery
tongue of thirst by drinking cool water.’

OOUPLET.
Rest! and the load of toil support no more;
Repose !2 for earthly troubles have no shore.

The Tiger mmiled and said, ‘My intimacy and rank with his majesty the

1 In the margin of one MS. asfr is explained by khdlis, ¢ pure,’ ‘unadulterated.’
3 Ag miydn here seems to be used for dar miydn.
3 Lit. : ¢ Ungird thyself.’
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king, is a banner that I have by toil and effort set up. It would not be well

to level it with the ground by indulgence and sloth. Without supporting

trouble it is impossible to arrive at the carrying off treasure, and unaccom-

panied by the heart-afflicting thorn, we cannot reap the emjoyment of
ying the STANZA,

He may embrace his wishes’ neck, who will,  Shield-likc, confront the darts of coming ill ;
This will not from mere longing hopes arise,  *Tis won by efforts stern, and tearful eyes.’

The informers furnished intelligence of this to the lion, and recited the book
of this affair, from the preface to! the conclusion. The lion nodded the head
of spproval, and said, ‘ Such a person is fit for sway and chieftainship, who
can raise up his head from the collar of toil ; * and the people may be at peace
in the just reign of that ruler who does not place his head on the pillow of
repose.’
VERSE.

That monarch’s reign will peace and rest cnsure,

Who can himself the loss of rest cndure.

Happy the sovcreign who submits his mind

To hardships, that his subjocts rest may find.
He then sent for the Tiger, and having distinguished him with special honors,
committed that jungle to him, and having bestowed on him the place of his
sire, conferred on him, in addition, the dignity of being his heir. And the
use of this apologue is, that thou mayest learn that to no one does the sun
of his wish rise from the eastern quarter of hope, without the diligent use of
groat’ exertion; nor, without complete and searching labour, does the
preamble of hope yield the issue of the acquirement of the desired object.

" COUPLET.

'Who bears not toil, will ne’er the treasure gain ;

His is the guerdon, brother! whose the pain. .
And sinoe in this journey the object is the quest of knowledge, I have formed
a firm resolution, and have placed the foot of endeavour in the stirrup of
intention. methemmthoughtofthehbourﬁhichmymueihgoing'
and returning, the page of my purpose shall not receive the inscription of
abrogation, and the cavalier of lofty spirit, will not turn back from this
path, ¢ Thes is 6 mattor that is absolutely detormined.’*

1 The printed edition by a typographical error omits ¢ before kkdtimah.

'mmndﬁofouowingm;ppwtomenthuobwmzlmppmwa
givibdn-i mushakiat bor dwarden means ¢ To tantuﬂlikengnmmkdnmgth_ohelﬂ
through the collar.’ mmploymtotnn-q)g:dbyimlf,for‘n person’ is very

3 Zahdd we two not common words, & lﬁnedinthemarginofmlﬁ.by
‘K:du‘:." 187'quiii 183 ; Bale, .::1.14 “Ye shall be proved i
iil. 187; Mar. iii. 183 ; X : “Ye in your
d ‘:’nd your persons; and sh’llhurg'om’thouunbwhomthe Bcriptnre’wu
mv-dblonyon, md&mtheh{:.hwi,muchhm;bmi!yebopuﬁmtndfux%d,
this is s matter that is absolutely determined.’
r2
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COUPLET.
When his foot 8 monarch placcs in the stirrup, firm of will,
Is it strange if fortune ceases then the reins to manage still !
‘When the vazfrs perceived that the prohibitions of advice could not prevent
the king’s purpose, they conformed to his opinion, and employed themselves
in preparing the necessary articles for the march; and having paid the
congratulations usual on commencing & journey, repeating this couplet, they
sent up shouts to the revolving vault of heaven:
OOUPLET.
Bince thou wilt go, may God’s grace thee attend!
And all Saints’ spirit guide thee and befriend |
Then the King DAbishlim committed the reins of public affairs to the hand
of the good sense of ome of the pillars of the state in whom he reposed
confidence, and repeated in the ear of his intelligence, with reference to the
tender treatment of his subjects and protection of his people, certain words
of advice which might serve as the fringe of the robe of kingly power: and

among them the following, ‘
. VERSE,
¢ Thy kingdom will Sikandar's mirror! be,
‘Wherein thou mayst thy own appearance see ;
It will not shew thy features fairly traced,
Unless oppression’s stain be thenoe erassd.
Let, like the morn, thy beams delight the cye,
And dread thy sorrowing subjects’ morning-sigh ;
A hundred archers’ alaughtering shafts do less
Than one crone’s sigh—one sigh of helplessness.’
And when his mind was relieved from the cares of state, he turned his face
with a retinue of chosen attendants and servants, towards Sardnd(p, and, like
the moon, advanced stage by stage, and, like the sun, proceeded from city® to
city,’ and at every halting-place he made the acquisition of new experiences,
and from every caravan he gained fresh advantages, until after traversing the
stages of land and sea, and enduring the hardships of cold and heat, the shores
of Sarindfp appeared to him, and the fragrant breezes of that country reached
he nostrils of the king.
OOUPLET.
'Who soents thy fragrance on the mording gales,
"News from his loved one—happy news—inhalcs.
, ot . he had rested from the fatigues of his journey for two or three
« 1 he city of Sarindfp, and had left his superfluous baggage there, he
The . ‘ace with two or three of his confidential attendants towards the

' In 1 Great is said to have had & glass which shewod him the whole world and

1 Ar 7 mean mean ‘month’ as well as ‘city,’ and an equivoque is of course
s Lit. “he sun's progress.
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mountain, and when he had ascended its heights, he beheld an elevation
which cast the shadow of its skirt on the sun, and the glitter of whose peak !
threw its radiance on the beams of the planet Mars.
VERSR,
In height it matched heaven’s crystal sphere, and made
There, with its rocks, alternate light and shade;
Matched with the swift white courser of the sky,*
Its summit passed it in the contest by :
The heaven beneath its peak of iron hue,
Seemed like the grass which on its skirt up-grew.
On every side were meadows adorned with a variety of fragrant herbs, and
in all directions flower-gardens, which resembled the sbundant delights of
Paradise. '
STANEA.
Its meadows’ borders emerald fruits unfold,
Its heights are girdled with bright belts of gold;
Beside its waters flourish Tdba-bowers,
And Eden draws fresh fragrance from its flowers.
Dibishlfm perambulated it on every side, and made the devotional circuit of
its holy places. In the midst of this going to and fro, his eyes fell on a
cave, the darkness of which matched the light of the eye,® and the mysterious
saying, ‘ Light vn darkness,” was illuminated by its gloom. By searching
inquiry of those who lived near those places, he learned that it was the
abode of a sage whom they called Bfdpaf, that is to say, ‘the kind physician,’¢
and that from certain of the great men of Hind, it had been heard that his name
was Pilpéf, which, in Hind{ they call Hast{-pit, and that he was & man who
had ascended the steps of learning, and had adorned, with the ornaments of
excellent qualities, the jewel of reason : and at that period had abandoned the
society of men, and contenting himself with a small pittance, had sewed up
his eyes from things connected with the world, and oconsumed with the flame
of the fire of abstinence, the rubbish of unholy dispositions. The eye of his
wakefulness, from the excess of his vigils, beheld not the countemance of
sleep, and the ear of his senses, from the extent of his abstinence, heard
nought but the summons, ¢ God snvsteth unto the dwelling of peace.’®

' :sunﬁuollomdmoroumn ¢sword,’ and khanjar which here means
‘l",n’ iza, th It is barel y'bl l'd’exeeedt.h extravagance of thi
-4 ‘the sun.’ It is o to ] of this
:l'nvfhwhthomumnumdwm’commghtmththommdwﬁnbynwh
3 Light exists in the black pupil of the eye, hence the saying ¢ Light in darkness.’
‘Thodwtiomrycxplnm as a corruption of Pidyd-priyd or Vede-pri ‘duno
science,’ or ¢ shvcdtthodn‘gpaBnthmthodeonmwbem
¢ dear ph
'Kw’tn.ch,x.% Sale, p. 166, 1. 34: ‘Godmnbthuntothodwolhngo{pum

and diroetoth whom ho leuothmtotho ht way.’ ellﬂ ?N'
tdhunhunote,‘l’al:-nduc uushev::g ehn.zzlofthe &n, where them

exprossion is used with jaunat, ¢ Paradisc’ for ddru-s saldm ¢ dwelling of peace.’
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VEBHSE, :
His breath a treasure, sifting verities; His face the sun of those who early rise.!
In each thing he—purse-holder to the sky— In all the confidant of destiny.
Déhbishl{m, in the desire of meeting him, stood some time without the cave,
and, by the language of gesture, asked of the inward [soul] of that perfect
saint, permission to come as a pilgrim to him. The clear-minded sage—by
secret inspiration and intelligence, free from doubt—obtained information
of the meaning of the world-conquering king, and uttered the cry, ¢ Enfer ye
theresn sn peacs and security.’?
DISTICHS.

That wisdom-teaching? cave, the monarch high

Entered; and made it China's gallery ¢

In service of that sage, he girt his waist,

The belt of homage on his soul he placed.
Ho looked and beheld a Brihman, who had stepped with the foot of abrogation
into the world of retirement, and had unfurled the pennon® of truth in the plain
of subtlety. Angelic mind revealed itself in his human countenance, and the
cleanliness of his body was a manifest demonstration of the purity of his
spirit. The king sagaciously discerned that he should obtain from him his
wish, and by the auspicious influence of his spirit, would arrive at his object.
With all respect he advanced towards him, and when he drew near the
Brihman, he performed due salutation and fulfilled the requisite homage.
The Brihman after receiving and replying to the salute, and performing the
conventional compliments, signed [to the king] to sit; and having inquired
of him as to the fatigues of the road, asked the reason of his taking on
himsclf the trouble of the journey and abandoning the pleasure of a fixed
residence. Débishlim repeated, from beginning to end, the story of his
dream, and of the treasure and the testament, and the consignment of its
completion to Saréndfp. The Brihman gmiled and said, .¢Honor to the
high spirit of the king! that in the pursuit of wisdom he takes upon himself
ull this toil, and, on account of the repose of his oppressed subjects and the
pence of the poor among his people, accepts various kinds of labour and trial.

VERSE,
0 thou who by true wisdom lov’st to reign!
Thou in this way thy empire mayst maintain ;

! Vatarles who rise early to perform their devotions. The expression is also used of
thivres who rise up with the dawn to rob honest sloepers. - .
¥ Kur'an, oh. xv. 46; Sale, p. 176, 1. 6: ‘But those who fear God shall dwell in
lurdqx:u amidst fountains. The angels shall say unto them, ‘Enter ye therein in peace and
Sueunity.

W : Hikmat-dyin cannot here mean ¢ Mirror of wisdom,” the only signification given in the
eblaum .

¢ Ho udarned the cave by his presence, and made it like that of Méni, who is said to
Wave tillwd w vave in Chinese Tartary with s and beautiful paintings. Méni was the
tuuados of the seot of the Manicheans, and was burnt by order of %:n

+ NAyheh-d wlam strip’—or ‘long shred'—* of a banner.’



CHAPIER I. 71

Tho plant thou watercst now with tender care,
~ Must on its boughs the fairest! produce bear.
Then the Brihman having opened the lid of the casket of secret knowledge,
filled the shell of the king’s ear with the jewels of wisdom, and putting aside
his own avocations for some days, employed himself in instructing the
monarch, and in the midst of their converss, mention was made of the
testament of Hishang. The king recounted to the sage, the precepts, one by
one; and the Brihman addressed the great momarch on the subjeot: and
DAbishlfm indited his words, with the pen of understanding, on the tablet of
memory; and the book ‘Kalflah and Damnah,’ is composed of the questions
and answers of the King and Brahman; and we have arranged it in fourteen
chapters, after the manner set forth in the catalogue of the book, and, ¢ 4sd
12 from God from whom Aelp is supplicated; Ho is sufficient for us, and in Him
18 owr frust.

The great kiny Dibishlfm said to the Brahman Pilpéf, The purport of the
first precept was, that when one is exalted by being honored with the
confidence of kings, he will assuredly be envied by his peers, and those who
envy him, endeavouring to destroy the pedestal of his honor, will, by
deceitfol words, work a change in the king's disposition towards him.-
‘Wherefore it behoves @ king to ponder well on the speech of interested
persons; and, on discovering that it is not devoid of an admixture of falsehood
and corruption, not to conduct it to the confines of acceptance.
DISTICHS.

Admit not interested men, for they

‘With honey too the poisoned sting convey.

Thy honey-bringing friend, to outward eye—

Both stings and wrongs thee, in reality.
hdlmakemyrequest to the Brihman, that he may be pleased to relate a
story suitable to this case, and may detail the history of some one who was
the intimate counsellor of a king, and the basis of whose dignity was injured
by the interested words of an envious person, and with whom friendship
tcrminated in enmity, and comcord in contention.’ The Brihman said,
¢ The centre of the basis of dominion, rests on this precept, and if & king
does not deter interested persons from mischief and injurious acts, they will
bring the majority of the nobles, to misery and disgrace; and hence complete
disorder will find its way'into the empire, and spread even to the prince;
and when a mischief-maker has found the means of coming between two

' Mhuqnivoqneinundedinthemofthewordg\e,whichmnotbepfuund
in Eaglish. ¢! bihl is & ‘guava, o fruit of an exquisite flavour; and | oy? daky
means ‘beautiful,’ ¢ excellent.’
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friends, the conclusion of their affairs will assuredly draw towards a terrible
and disastrous catastrophe, as befell between the Lion and the Ox.’ Thelnng
asked, ‘ How was that?’

STORY I.

The Bréhman said, ‘They have related, that there was a trader who had
compassed land and sea, and traversed the regions of east and west, and
experienced the chills and heats of fortune, and tested the sweets and bitters
of many ! days.

COUPLET.

Pradent and faithful and expert was he, By much experience taught sagacity.
‘When the van of Death’s array—for so the infirmity of age is termed—began
to make inroads into the realm of his constitution, and the advanced guard of
fate, by which white hairs are implied, took possession of the outworks of the
fortress of his existenoce,

VERSE,

‘When the changing watch of age, strikes the drum of deep distress,? *

The heart grows cold to joyous things, to mirth and happiness.

The white hair comes, its message gives from fato and terror's king,

And the crooked back aud stooping form death’s salutation bring.
The merchant knew that every moment they were about to beat the drum of
departure, and would demand back the stock of life which they had deposited
in the tabernacle of the body. He assembled his sons, three youths,
intelligent and learned, but who, from the pride of nches, and the
inpetuosity of youth, had overstepped the path of moderation, and extended
the hand of expenditure to the property of their father; and having averted
their faces from business and professional employment, passed their precious
time in vanity and sloth. Their kind father, from excess of that affection and
tenderness which fits the character of the paternal relation, began to admonish
them, and opened to them the gates of disinterested advice, which com-
prehended all the topics of fear and hope: and said, ‘O youths! if ye
understand not the value of the property, in the acquisition of which ye have
suffered no toil, ye are excusable in the judgment of men of wisdom, but ye
ought to know that wealth may be made the source of happiness in this
world and in that which is to come, and whatever men seek of every degree
in the two worlds may be secured by means of wealth, and all people seek
for one of three conditions. The first is abundance of worldly goods and an

igﬂmyveryweubetskonmthoham I have made it d on ayydm,
construction is not so common, and because, taken by itself, idah corres-
ponds better to paimidah and {ayy kardah, which are used simply, without an adverb.
? Keene makes kts- dard the nominative to sanad, which it may very well be. Old sge is
compared to a watch which is relieving guard and beats a drum, or, as Keene takes it, the
drum of pain beats the signal for old age to reliove guard.
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ample supply of effects and chattels, and this is desired by the class whose
mind is limited to drinking and drees, and labouring for the fulfilment of
sensual gratifications. The second condition is exalted rank and elevation in
dignity, and the class whose object this is, is that of the nobility and men of
office; and it is impossible to attain these two conditions save by wealth. The
third condition is the obtaining the reward of a future state, and the arriving
at the grades of religious excellence; and the class who look to this object are
the people of ealvation and pious eminence; and the aoquisition of this dignity
may be through lawful wealth, [according to the saying,] ¢ Good és pwre
sealth to the man that is pwre,’* and the Great Doctor of Mysticism has said in
his Poem.?
OOUPLET.

If for the Faith thou bear'st thy wealth, ‘It then,’

The Prophet says, ‘is pure to righteons men.’
‘Wherefore it is plain that by the blessing of wealth, most objects of pursuit
are attained, and to get wealth without a profession, and the due quest of it,
appears impossible, and if a person, as is rarely the case, obtains it
without toil, inasmuch as he has not undergone labour in acquiring it, he
will assuredly, through not knowing its worth and value, quickly pass it from
his hands. Therefore, having averted your faces from sloth, incline towards
the acquisition of money, and employ yourselves in the same profession of
trafic in which ye have for many years seen me engaged.” The eldest son
said, ‘O Father! thou enjoinest us to aoquire money, and this is repugnant to
dependence on God, and I feel assured that whatever is predestined to me by
fate will accrue to me although I employ no labour or exertion for it, and
as to that which is not my destiny, however much I may exert myself in
pursuit of it, it will be all in vain.

vERSE,

Whatc'er my fate, will surcly be my lot.

And that unfated will, as sure, be not,

‘Why then for that which I can ne’er obtain,

Use fruitless efforts and exertions vain.

And T have heard that a sage has said, ¢ That which was my destiny, though
I have fled from it, has adhered to me; and that which was not fated for
me, however much I have stuck to it, has fled from me.’ Wherefore,
whether we undertake a profession or not, it is all the same.

HEMISTICH.
Eternal fate can ne’er be overthrown,

-
t-‘

fomdthumthﬂldu bnnhmnmﬂninghkelt in the Mishk&tu-'l-

lnﬂﬂ. %p2L

'Th-eoqlsti-&mﬂulf roam f Jaltlw'ddin Muhsammadu-'l-Balkhi, or
'l-lmi,meommmlol o M o who:om MAHleoo Kc
founded a celebrated sect dmuhunogmml\ntohn, his work is regarded by them
»

of equal suthority with the Kur'kn.
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Acocordingly, the story of those T'wo Princes is a proof of this, since one of
them gained the treasure of his father without toil, and the other—in the
hope of that treasure—lost his country and the sovereiguty.’ The father
asked, ¢ How was that?’

STORY II

The son said, ‘In the country of Halab,' there was a king of prosperous
fortune, and a sovereign of extensive sway, who had experienced many
vicissitudes, and seen many revolutions of night and day: and he had
two sons who were immersed in the whirlpool of the vanity of youth, and
intoxicated with the inebriation of the wine of prosperity, inclined to gaiety
and mirth, and employed in pleasure and amusement, while they listened to
the melody of this song from the voice of harp and bell.®

COUPLET.

Be gay, for in the twinkling of an eye

Auntumn will come, and life’s young spring pass by.
The king was a wise and experienced man; and he possessed an abundant
supply of jewels, and immense treasures in money. After considering the
habits of his sons, he feared, lest, after he was gone, they should cast those
hoards that he had acquired into the place of dissipation, and give them,
on the occasion of their requirement, to the wind of destruction. And in
the neighbourhood of that city, there was & holy man, who had turned his
back on worldly things, and was looking to prepare a store for the final
state.

COUFPLET.

Inflamed with those all-glorious rays that spring

From Godhead ; and enamoured of heaven’s king.
The monarch had a strong attachment to him, and reposed exceeding
confidence in him. He commanded all his treasures to be collected, (and in
such a way that no one heard of it), buried them in the abode of the holy
man, and left this parting injunction to the saint, that, when fickle fortune
and unstable rank, should avert their faces from his sons, and the fount of
prosperity, which, like the mirage, possesses nought but a semblance of
reality, should be filled up with the mire of adversity, and his sons should
become poor and necessitous, he should inform them of that treasure; since,
perchance, after seeing ill-fortune and experiencing trouble, they might be
schooled, and expend it in a right way; and having turned from profusion
and dissipation, might observe the path of moderation. The holy man
accepted the king’s bequest; and the latter with a view to his present object,

1 Aleppo. ' :
. ? The chaghdnah, says the Dictionary, is a little staff with bells, which, when moved,
rings out an accompaniment to other instruments.
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prepared a deep pit in one of his palaces, and made it appear as though ho
was burying his treasures there, and caused his sons to be informed, that
when neceesity shewed itself, a sufficient store, which would amply supply
their wants, was there treasured, and after these circumstances, in a short
time, both the king and the holy man accepted the divine jnvitation, and
became insensible from the cup of ¢ Every sowl shall tasts of death.'!
OOUPLET.
From fate’s cup needs must cvory child of clay
Drink of the wine ¢ Al earthly things decay.’3.
And that hoard which was buried.in the cell of the devotee, remained hidden
and concealed ; nor did any one obtain information of it. The brothers, after
the death of their father, fell to strife and contention, with regard to the
division of his dominions and treasure, and the elder brother, by strength and
valour, having got the mastery, took possession of all the effects, and left his
younger brother afflicted and destitute. The hapless [prince] deprived of all
share in the office of government, and of all part of his patrimony, thought
to himself that as the sun of good fortune and power had set its face towards
the western region of decline, and Heaven, exercising cruelty, had displayed
the quality of insincerity and alienation; to turn the face a second time in
search of worldly things, and to attempt again the once-attempted could
effect no useful result.
VERSE,

Or old, or new, so transient is this earth ¢ Tis not in all one grain of barley worth.
Prepare & better kingdom then than this, Forsake this cell and ope the doar to bliss,
¢ There is nothing better,’ thought he, ¢ than that, as the collar of fortune has
escaped from the grasp of choice, I should take hold of the skirt of reliance on
God and contentment, and not let go the dignity of the Darvesh, which is a
sovereignty without decay.
OOUPLET. '

_The Darvesh in whose peaceful cell, thy rays, Contentment! beam,?

Is poor in mind, but reigns in truth, a sovereign lord supreme.’
With this resolution he issued from the city, and said to himself, ‘Such a
aone, the devotee, was the friend of my father ; my advisable course is to turn my
face towards his cell, and at his feet commit the conduct of my devotions to
the direction of abstinence.” When he reached the abode of the holy man,

1 Ko'rkn, FL, ch. iii, 182 ; Mar. 186; Sale p. 63, L 8 : ¢ Every soul shall taste of death, and

ﬁnﬁnr‘v?yom"nwudont'hoduyofmnegﬁon-mdhew 0 shall be far removed from

mdsh.llbe‘dmimdintol’nndin,ohm{)e ; but the present life is only a

itful provision.’ Death is, in the text, compared to a xot,u,._mtlwl’cghlelo“ho
New Testament, the future world is compared to a feast ; ew xxii. 10.

3 Kurbn, lv. 26; . 893, 1. 23: ‘Every creature which liveth on the earth is
subject to decay; but the glorious and honoursble countenance of thy Lord shall remain for
cver. Tbclin-lu,lit.:‘quymwhmwhimxtummthwtmdyto
drink, from the cup of fate, the wine, ¢ Every soul shall tasto of death.’ .

3 Lit.: ‘The darvesh who has the corner of contentment secured to him.' Keene rcads
gowy for kwwj.
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he found that the parrot of his soul had taken flight from the cage of the
body, towards the Paradise of ¢ In 4 lofly garden,’! and that the cell of that
luminous mind remained empty. For a time grief and dejection at the cir-
cumstance overcame him. At length he chose that very spot for his abode,
and by way of discipleship he became the occupant and attendant?® of that
cell, and near the hermitage was a water-course, and they had dug a well
outside the edifice, and made & way from it to the water-course, whence
water flowed continually into the well, and the people of the hermitage? made
use of it, and bathed and performed their ablutions with it. One day the
prince let down a bucket into the well. There was no sound of water, and
on his examining it carefully, there was no water at the bottom of the well.
He reflected, saying, ¢ Alas! what accident has happened that no water comes
into this well, and if a complete stoppage has found its way to the well, and
the water-course, and it is altogether worn out, it will be impossible to con-
tinue longer in this abode.” Then in order to learn the certainty of the
matter, he descended into the well, and minutely inspected the sides and all
parts of it, and the channel by which the water came. All of a sudden an
excavation met his view, from which a portion [of masonry] had fallen into
the channel of the water and prevented it from flowing into the well. He
reflected, ‘Ah! whither does this excavation go? And where does this
cavity issue?’ He then made the cavity larger, and he no sooner stepped
into it than he came upon the treasure of his father. When the Prince
beheld that wealth and immense sum of ‘money, he prostrated himseelf in
thanks to God, and said, ¢ Although this wealth is vast, and these gems beyond
caloulation, still I must not swerve from the path of reliance on God, and the
highway of contentment, and I must limit my expenses to my wants.
: HEMISTICH.
Till, what the unknown future shows, we see. -

On the other side, the elder brother being firmly established in his dominions
took no thought for his subjects, and his army, and in hope of the imaginary
treasure which he fancied to be in the palace of his father, expended all that
he could lay his hands upon, and from excess of haughtiness and pride, made
no enquiries after his brother, and was ashamed of showing attachment to

! Kur'én, ch. lxix, 22; Sale p. 420, L 22: ‘On that day ye shall be presented
before the j t-seat of God; and none of your secret actions shall be hidden.
And he who have his book delivered into his right hand shall say, ¢ Taks ye, read this
my book ; verily I thought that I should be brought to this my account: he lead &
pleasing life in a lofty garden, the fruits whereof shall be near to gather.’

3 I do not know a word thot exactly translates mjdwir. It signifies ¢ the religious
attendant of a shrine.” Keeno translates ac sar-i srddat, ¢ in the warmth of his attachment.’

3 A hermitage can hardly be inhabited by more than one person; we might therefore
translate saum’aah ‘monastery, but Kcene renders it ¢hermitage’ and justly, for aAl no
doubt refers to a number of hermits who had succcssively occupied the cell.

¢ As there was no water we must take db wa rdh-rd for the figure hendiadys.
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him. BSuddenly an enemy arose against him, and with a numerous and
warlike army advanced into his country. The Prince found his treasury
empty, and his army unprovided and distressed. He went to the place where
his father had pointed out the treasury, in order that with that abundant
wealth he might prepare a numerous host, [according to the saying, ], ¢ There
s no king without men, and no men without money.’ The more he exerted
himself the less could he find any trace of the treasure, and the more he
toiled and laboured the farther was he excluded from obtaining his object.
COUPLET.
‘Wouldst thou keep thyself from sorrow, then this counsel hear of me,
Seek’st thou that to thee unfated, all thy toil will fruitless be.
And when he had altogether lost all hope of finding the treasure by a variety
of devioes, after issuing bonds! he contrived to get together a force, and
directing his course to repel the enemy, issued from the city. After the lines of
battle had been drawn up on both sides, and the fire of slaughter had been
kindled, an arrow from the ranks of the ememy’s force struck the elder
Prince in a mortal place, and he fell dead on the spot ; and from this side also,
they discharged a shaft, and the strange king too was slain, and both armies
were left disordered and leaderless. It almost came to pass that the fire of
revolt blased up, and that the people of both kingdoms had beem oom-
sumed by the flame of confusion. At last the chiefs of both armies assembled
and made search, with mutual consent, from the royal families and the im-
perial stock, for a king of beneficent disposition and good qualities, in order
that they might oonsign to him the duties of the empire and the conduct of
state affairs. The general opinion agreed in this conclusion, that the fortu-
nate chief the head of whose auspiciousness would be worthy of a diadem of
exaltation, and the finger of whose happiness would befit the signet-ring of
dominion, was that same devout Prince. The officers of state went to the
door of his cell, and with all poesible respect and reverence brought him from
the corner of obscurity to the court of acceptance, and from the nook of
retirement to the high-place of the throne of fortune; and by the blessings of
reliance on the divine favour, he obtained the treasures of his father and
'was established in his kingdom. And I have introduced this example in order
to provo that the attainment of fortune is not dependent on exertion and
labour, and that it is better to place trust in reliance on God, than to pillow
anesclf on one’s own effarts.
VERSE,
The best of all professions is to lesn On Providence—Can aught be lovelier soen

Than faith? Trust then in God and strugglenot : Thou to thyself less true art than thy lot.
‘Wert thou but patient, what thy fate must be  Will come and cling all lover-like to thee.’

} &.!hnmwwtmdnmmhﬂtpchpimyﬁu‘nupingfml
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‘When thé son had concluded this story, the father said, ¢ What thou hast
uttered is pure truth and justice, but this world is & world of means and
causes, and the divine command has been issued accordingly, that, on causes,
the happening of events in general in this world should depend; and
the profit of working for a livelihood is greater than the reliance on Provi-
dence, because the advantage of such reliance accrues to him that so relies,
and no more ; and the benefit of working circulates to others from the worker,
and to convey benefit to others is a proof of goodness, for, ‘ The best of
men 43 he who benefits mankind,” and when any one has the ability to benefit
others, it is a shame if he chooses to be idle and receive benefits from them :
but perhaps thou hast never heard the story of that man who after witneesing
what befell the Hawk and the Raven, neglected causation, and hence the divine
wrath fell upon him. The son asked ¢ How was that ?’

STORY III.

The father said, ¢ They relate that a darvesh was passing through a waste,
and was meditating on the tokens of [ God’s] mercy, and on theinstances of divine
power, when suddenly he beheld a swift royal faleon, which, holding a piece of
flesh in its claw, was hovering round a tree, and in the most extreme agitation
circled near a nest. The man was astonished at this circumstance, and stood
for a time gazing at it. He saw a Raven without feathers and unfledged
lying in the nest, and the Hawk divided the flesh piece by piece, and in pro-
portion to what the callow raven could'swallow, placed the pieces in its
mouth. The man exclaimed, ¢ Glory to God! behold His kingly favor and
infinite compassion, that in the corner of this nest a raven unfledged and that
has neither power to fly, nor vigor to attack, is not left by Him without
support.
VEBSE, .
Earth's surface is His general table spread, There friend or foe is nought distingnishad.
And thence each day His bounties are so wide, In Kaf the Simurgh finds its wants supplied.
‘Wherefore it must assuredly be from weakness of faith and dulness of belief,
that I, ever occupied in quest of daily subsistence, remain afoot and unseated,
and having plunged into the wilderness of greediness, by every sort of artifice
procure my daily bread.
VERSE,

The All-Provider will ensure me food, ‘Why, like the base, then, stir in fretfal mood ?

I with contented cheerful heart respire, I have my lot, *tis all that I desire,
The best course is for me henceforth to place the head of freedom from care on
the knee of retirement, and draw the line of abrogation on the page of employ-

ment and business.
HEMISTICH,

Food is from God Most Blessed and Most High.
He then washed his hands of worldly concerns and sate down in a corner,
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and fixed his heart sincerely on the gratuitous' beneficence of the Causer of
Causecs.

HEMISTICH,
Ponder not causes and the Ciuser slight.

For three days and nights he remained quiet in the corner of retirement, but
no gratuitous supply reached him from any channel, and every moment he
became more attenuated and weak. At last his infirmities® came strongly® |
upon him and the recluse became mighty feeble, and was unable to perform
'theumdduﬁeoofwonhipanddevoﬁon. Then God Most High sent to him
the prophet of that age, and gave him a meesage, severely rebuking him, saying,
¢ 0 creature of mine! I have placed the pivot of the world on causes and
means, and, though my omnipotent power can perform a thing without a
csuse, nevertheless my wisdom has made this requisite, that things in general
should be effected and brought about by causes, and hence the rule of an
interchange of benefits is established. "Wherefore if thou canst be the means
of imparting advantage to another, it is better than to be obliged to be suc-
ooured by others.

OOUPLET.

Be like the hawk—the quarry chase, and food to others give;
Not like the raven’s callow brood, a remnant-eater, live.’

And I have introduced this story in order that thon mayest know that it is
not practicable for every one to put aside the veil of secondary causes, and
that commendable reliance on God is that which, with a due regard to means,
maintains a firm faith, so as to participate in that gracious promise, ¢ T'he
sndustrious man ¢ the friend of God,® and a great authority has said, ¢ Work
lest thou become sick; and own that thy food. is from God, lest thou be

an infidel.’
VERSE,

Do not—to slothfalness—on God depend,
The saying hear, ¢ Who labowrs is God friend.
With labour be combined thy confldence,
And, whilst thou toilest, trust Omnipotence.
The next son then began to say, ‘O Father! we have not power to rely
implicitly on God, wherefore there is no alternative but to practice a
profession ; and when we engage in a profession, and God Most High, from
the treasure of his bounties, provides us with wealth and property,* what

! Koene translates 5i-'illat ‘hul tlmconnncedthta uponwordlumtcndod,
nthhmmngu‘thomlu tom)benoﬂoenooot hoCm

* There is here an oxymoron in £'uf ris de-Jwost and in kewry gaf wlnchilloltm
Koeae's translation. 4 reih

3 From this Arabic proverb yudmvedthooldmonhhm‘hbonndonn,
ndo-rdﬂuxudnring ‘ Work is worshi

¢ Por mendl the only gavnmthoD:cﬁomry are ‘ Mode, manner, way, dis-
pdﬁu.’ The word is probably mhmtoehmnthndl,witmnﬂm‘wdﬂl
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must we do with it?’ The father said, ‘ To amass wealth is easy, but to keep
it and derive advantage from it, is dificult, and when any one acquires
wealth, he must know two necessary things: the one, to take care of it in
such a manner that it may be safe from inroads and consumption, and that
the hand of the thief and the robber and the cut-purse, may be kept back
from it, since gold has many friends and the possessor of it many a foe.
OOUPLET.

Heaven does not strike the poor and noedy crowd,

It strikes the pompous gathering of the proud.
The second thing is, that he should reap the benefit of the profits, but not
squander the principal, for if men spend everything from their capital, and
are not contented with the interest, in a short time the dust of annihilation

will rise up from it.

VERSB,
A sea to which no watars flow, Dry to the footstep soon would grow.
Dig from & hill and nought return, Thou soon that hill wouldst overturn.

Whoever is without income, and continually expends money, or whose
expenses are greater than his' income, will eventually fall into the vortex of
want, and it is probable that his affairs will terminate in destruction, like that
wasteful Rat which destroyed itself from grief’ The son asked ‘How
was that?’

STORY IV.

The father said, ‘ They have related that a farmer had placed in a barn a
quantity of corn for a store, and had closed up the doors of expenditure there,
in order that in the day when excessive want and extreme necessity should
arrive,' he might be able to derive advantage from it. By chance, a Rat—who
from exceeding greediness, desired to steal grain from the granary of the
moon,* and to snatch, with the claw of rapacity, the cluster of the Pleiades
from the corn-fleld of the sky—had its abode in the vicinity of that spot, and
its nest in the neighbourhood of that barn. He was continually burrowing
under-ground in every direction, and with his stone-rending teeth he every-
where made excavations. All at once, his mining operations terminated
in the midst of the grain, and from the roof of his house, grains of wheat,
like bright-falling stars from the sky, came pouring down. The rat saw
that the promise, ¢ Your sustenance ss in the heaven, was fulfilled; and that

1 Lit. *When want should reach excess, and need, extremity.’

3 Khirman-i mdh ‘the halo round the moon,’ but khirman by itself m ¢ harvest,
granary.’ An equivoque is therefore intende:l:’ here, and oontl:l!uod in k;z:;ah, which
means ‘ear of oorn,’ ‘cluster of fruit,’ as well as ‘cluster of stars’ It is impossible to
preserve the pun in English.

3 Kur'n, ch. li. 22; Sale p. 384, 15: ‘There are signs of v

ess in the earth to men of gound "un ing, and also ino o:hreomm':rdln;‘:
not also consider? ‘Your true sustenance is in the Lieaven,’ and also that which ye are
promised’
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the dark saying, ¢ Sesk yo your food sn the recesses of the earth,’ was cleared up.
He then performed the duties of thanksgiving for the display of those blessings,
and, by the aoquisition qf those precious jewels, having obtained great
opulence, he began to assume the proud demeanour of Kérin®' and the’
arrogant pretensions of Pharach; and in a short space of time the rats in
that quarter became aoquainted with the circumstances, and girt the waist of
service in attendance upon him.
COUPLET.

The treacherous friends thou seeest here Are flies that round the sweets appear.
Friends of the trencher and companions of the cup assembled near him, and—
as their custom is—adopting a course of flattery, uttered not a word, save such
as would suit his inclination and gratify his humor; nor loosed their
tongue except in his eulogy and praise, and in thanking and blessing
him. He too, like one demented, opened his mouth in boasting and vain-
glorious talk, and his hand in ruinous expenditure; in the idea that the grain
of that building would not come to an end, and that wheat would continuously
be showered down and descend from that orifice. Every day he expended a
large portion of it on his companions, and having no regard to the final issue,
tarned not from the thought of to-day, to the anxious care for the morrow.

HEMISTICH. '
To day, cup-bearer! wine we’ll drink; ¢to-morrow,” who has seen ?
And at the season that the rats were engrossed with pleasure in that retired
corner, the cold hand of famine and dearth had cast down the people, and the
fire of hunger was kindled in the breast of the afflicted poor. On every side
they offered a loved object for bread, and no one listened to them, and in all
directions they desired to sell their household goods for a dish of meat, and

no one would buy.
VERSE,

All longed a round of bread to see, but they

Nought could behold but the round orb of dsy.?

The world was straitened in that stern distress,

The hungry wailed—the full were pitiless.
The arrogant Rat having spread out the carpet of luxurious delight, had no
intelligence of the famine, nor was acquainted with the scarcity of the season,
‘When some days had passed, the occasion became one of life and death to the
farmer, and the knife reached the bone. He opened the door of the building
and saw that extensive damage had accrued to the grain. Then heaving &
cold sigh from his heart inflamed [with grief), and, suffering much sorrow for

who, s the Mubammadans mtbowndnofl{ou,md uarreled with
hnz*:ot bmunporh':!ofhuimwnchutoﬂod. e renders

¢Crasus’ !
is bere a very but not uncommon attempt at & witticism. A round loaf of
Mbmwdtotho”:iotbof the sun.

(1]
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that loss, hesaid to himself,.¢ It is not the proceeding of a wise man to lament
in o matter the remedy of which is beyond the limits of possibility. Now it
appears best to collect the remaining grain that is left in this building, and to
convey it to another place. Then the farmer busied himself with carrying
out the small portion that remained ; and in that place the Rat, who imagined
himself the owner of the house and lord of the edifice, was asleep; and
the other rats, from their excessive greediness and cupidity, did not hear the
sound of the farmer’s feet, and the noise of the coming and going, above their
heads. But one among them, an acute rat, having guessed how matters
stood, ascended the roof to ascertain [what was going on] and, from & crevice,
observed the real state of the case. He came .down forthwith, and having
told his friends the substance of the story, flung out of the hole, and they too
went out, each to a corner, and left their patron alone.

VERSE.

Thy friends are all on parings set, Each loves thee for what he can get :

As thy wealth fails thee, love grows less, For their own ends, thy fall they’d blees.
From such & band of false allies, . To part, nor call them friends, were wise.

The next day when the Rat lifted his head from the pillow of repose,
however much he looked to the left and right, he saw none of his friends,
and the more he scrutinised, both before and behind, the less he discovered
any traces of his companions. He began to bewail himself, and said,
OCOUPLET.
‘What has become of those, my friends that were, I do not know.
Alas! what can the matter be, that they have left me 8o ¥’

‘When, in order to ascertain what they were about, he—after & long interval,
during which he had chosen to live retired—issued from the corner of his
dwelling, and got intelligence of the calamitous dearth and the miserable
distress and scarcity—in the utmost perturbation, he hastened home that he
might exert himself to the utmost in taking care of the store he possessed.
‘When he reached his house, he saw not a trace of the grain, and he then
mounted through that hole into the granary, and there was not as much there
for him to eat, as would suffice for one night's food. Thereupon his endu-
rance being folded up,’ he began to rend the collar of his life with the hand
of affliction, and struck the head of insanity so often on the ground, that his
brains were scattered, and by the ill-fortune of his wasteful living, he fell
into the vortex of destruction and ruin. And the moral of this story is, that
a man’s expenses ought to be in proportion to his income, and he should
enjoy himself with the interest of the principal he possesses, and should be
careful of it in such a manner that no detriment may accrue to his capital
stock.

! Tdk is here used for the jingle with fakat; tdk shudam, according to the Dictionary,

signifies ‘to be folded’ 8o his paticnce resembled clothes folded up, and ready to
be put away.
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coUPLET.
Ever thy income and expense survey, Contract expenses as thy means decay.’
And when the father had ooncluded this tale, the younger son arcse and
adorned the preamble of his discourse with benedictions and praise of his
father, and said, ‘O father! after one has taken care of his property
according to rule, and has obtained full interest from it, how should he
expend that interest?’ The father said, ‘The mean in everything is to be
oommended, espocially as regards the mode of living. Wherefore it behoves
the possessor of wealth, after obtaining his profit, to pay regard to two
other rules. First, let him shun incongruous expenses and outlays, lest these
bring forth repentance, and he loose the tongue of sarcasm against him; and,
in point of fact, the squandering one’s, resources, and profuse expenditure
are a temptation of the devil [as it is said,] ‘ For the profuse are drethrom
of the devils.’*, : .
VERSE.
Men of a noble nature, less cachew The parsimonious, than the profligate.
The Liberal please all hearts in all they do; But that most pleases which is moderats.
Secondly : It is necessary that he should avoid the disgrace of stinginess, and
the stigma of miserly conduct, since the miser has an ill name, both in
spiritual and worldly things, and a worldly avaricious man is at all times the
object of reproach and as wretched as his foes could wish ;* and the hoards of
the miser become, in the end, the butt of the shaft of ruinous expenditure
snd waste. Thus, for example, when water is oontinually flowing into a large
reservoir from sundry channels, and has not an outlet proportioned to the
influx, it of necessity secks a passage in every direction, and bursts out
from every corner. 8o the walls of the reservoir are cracked, and in the end it
is ruined and destroyed, and the waters are dispersed abroad on all sides and in
all directions. ¢ Warn the miser of a oasually or an Resy,’? .
STANZA.

The wealth the miser nought enjoyed is cast,

By the rude hand of spoilers, to the wind;

Or has to some ungrateful heir now passed,

Who but with loathing calls his name to mind.’

When the sons had heard the admonitions of their father, and had fully

: ch. xvii. 212,L 16: Mnotthuhhnce fasely, for
b P s Brothren, of ho a5 & tho dovl bis Lord'

'Kmmdlmmwmm‘thomyoﬁoy
‘lhwhhthen‘dmgofthohtho hoddman,vlmh Sashahiri 'L-bakhila b
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os. One MS. resds daskakiri mdiu, and another, (o3)\y| 5ylS Jol Jlo 2
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recognised the advantages of his words, each made choice of a profession, and
engaged in business; and the oldest of them® betook himself to commerce,
and embarked on a distant journey; and he had with him two baggage oxen,
such that the bull of heaven did not possess the power of contending with
them in strength; and the celestial lion from their fierceness and the awe
they inspired, hid, like a cat keeping a fast, the claw of terror in the paw of

helplessness.
COUPLET.

Elephantine in body and lions in fight,  In their motion majestic, and matchless in might.
The name of one was Shanzabah,® and of the other, Mandabah; and the
worthy merchant always managed them and attended to their condition
himself. As, however, the time of the journey waxed long and they
traversed great distances, debility made inroads into their condition, and the
mark of weakness wes displayed on the aspect of their state. By chance, in
the midst of the way & vast slough intervened, and Shanzabah stuck therein.
The merchant commanded, so that by every device they brought him out,
and as he had not power to move, [his owner] hired a man and appointed him
to the charge of the ox; and it was fixed that as soon as he gained strength
he should bring him to the caravan. The hireling abode one or two days in
the jungle, and became dispirited by being alone, and abandoning Shanzabah,
carried the news of his death to the merchant; and in that stage, Mandabah,
from excess of fatigue and through parting from Shanzabah, died. But
Shanzabah, in a short space of time, having regained his strength, wandered
in every direction in search of & meadow for grazing, until he reached a
mead adorned with a variety of fragrant herbs, and clothed with plants of
different kinds. Paradise, from envy of that garden, bit the finger of
jealousy ; and heaven opened the eye of admiration in surveying it.
COUPLET. h
In flowers and verdure fresh upsprung, and waters flowing there;—
(Avaunt, ill glances!?) you might it with Paradise compare.

Shanzabah was pleased with that spot, and deposited the furniture of
residence in the expanse of that meadow; and when he had for a time
graged in that pasture, without any bond of constraint or troublesome fetter,*
and had lived, according to the wish of his heart, in that exhilarating air and
heart-expanding plain, he became excessively robust and stout. The delight

1 Here the story for the first time coincides with the Hitopadesha. The tale of Shanzabah
corresponds with the story of Sanjivaka, Hitopadesha, book 2. (‘ The separation of Friends.’)
3 All the M8S. I have seen, and the lith hed edition, read ¢Shatrabsh,’ but the
Dictionary explains ¢ Shatrabah'’ as being & corrupted form of Shanzabah. I have therefore
retained the latter. d soval
3 QOrientals fancy that the evil eye affects everything beautiful, so the poet wo
its influence from tﬁ’é Paradise he is dZacribing. el poe e
4 Lit. : ¢ Fetter of annoyance.’
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of ease and enjoyment of repose, carried him so far, that from the abundance
of his gaiety, he uttered loud bellowings. And in the neighbourhood of that
meadow lived a Lion, who inspired great awe from his savage and ferocious
nature. Many wild animals® had girded themselves in his service, and
countless beasts of prey had placed the head of obedience on the line® of his
commandment, and the Lion from the pride of youth and the arrogance of
dominion and success and the multitede of his servants and the number of
his retinue, fancied no one superior to himself; and despised the swift-
charging tiger and the huge-bodied elephant; but he had never seen an ox
nor heard the voice of one. When the bellowing of Shanzabah reached him,
he was much dismayed, and from fear that the beasts should discover that
alarm had found the way to him, he moved nowhere, and remained quiet in
one spot. And in his train were two subtle jackals, one named Kalflah, and
the other Damnah, and both of them were famed for sagacity and acuteneess.
Damnsh, however, was the cleverer, and more eager in pursuit of rank and
fame. He, by his quickness of perception, discovered that fear had over-
come the lion, and that he was intent on something which was passing
through his mind. He said to Kalflah, ¢ What sayest thou as to the state
of the king, in that he has abandoned the pleasureableness of exercise, and
has fixed himself in one place?
COUPLET.
The signs of sorrow on his brow Tell that his heart is pensive now.’

Kalflah replied, ¢ What business hast thou with this question? and what is
thy concern with the uttering of this speech ?

) HEMIBTICH.

‘Where thou! and where discourse of state affairs!?

And we in the court of tLis King obtain our food and pass our time tranquilly
under the shade of his fortunes. Be satisfied with this and refrain from
inquisitiveness into the secrets of kings, and scanning too narrowly their
affairs, for we are not of the degree to be honored with the confidence of
monarchs, or that with princes there should be room for attention to our
words; wherefore it is idle and superfluous to talk of them, and whoever
superflucusly meddles with what does not befit him, meets with what the Ape
met with.” Damnsh inquired, ‘ How was that >’

! Koene translates swoshésh ¢ gentle animals,’ but I am ignorant of any authority for such a
‘meaning to the word,

9 I am inclined to think ket here means ‘line’ in the sense of ¢ writing’ rather thanin
that of ¢ edge;’ as it is usual to express reverence for a command contained in & letter, by
raising the paper to the head. .

3 This form of expression is a common mode of indicating discrepancy between two things.
80 in Hindasthni, ¢ Where R&jé Bhoj! and where the cilman Gangé I’
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STORY V.

Kalflah said, ¢ They have related that a Monkey saw a Carpenter sitting upon
a piece of timber, which he was cutting, and he had two wedges, one of which
he hammered into the cleft of the wood, so that the cutting was facilitated, and
the passage for the going and returning of the saw was widened, and when
the fissure passed a certain limit he knocked in the other wedge and drew out
the former one, and in this manner he continued working. The Monkey amused
himself with looking on : suddenly the Carpenter, in the middle of his work, on
some urgent occasion, got up and went away, and when the Monkey saw the
coast clear he immediately seated himself in the piece of wood, and in that
portion where it was cut asunder, the lower parts of his body went down into the
cleft. The Ape drew out of the cleft of the timber the wedge that was in front,
before hammering in the other, and as soon as it was extracted the two
divisions of the wood closed and the hinder parts of the monkey were firmly
fixed in the midst of the log. The wretched Ape, agonized by the pain,
screamed out and said,

COUPLET.

¢ Each one on earth his own affairs should do.
‘Who does not thus, does vastly ill, "tis true.
My business is to pluck fruit, not to handle a saw, and my profession is to
look about me in the jungle, not to chop with hatchet and adze.
HEMISTICH.
To one so acting it will happen thus.’ .
The Ape was thus soliloguizing, when the carpenter returned and handled
him as he deserved ; and the affairs of the Monkey terminated through that
officiousness in his destruction, and hence they have said,
HEMISTICH. .
Sure carpenters’ is not a monkey’s work. *
And I have introduced this example that thou mayest know that every one
should do his own business, and not step beyond his due limits, and ¢ For
overy business thore are men.” And how finely have they said,
COUPLET.
This proverb of & friend T would recall, ¢ All have their work and there is work for all.’
Give up this affair which is no business of thine, and regard the small
provision and food which reaches us, as a piece of good fortune.” Damnah
said, ¢ Every one who seeks to be about the persons of kings, ought not to do
so for the sake of food and provision, since the stomach is filled in all places
‘and with all things. But the advantage of attendance on princes is the
obtaining of high office, in order that in that position one may, by favor,
gratify his friends and deal rigorously with his enemies. And every one,
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whose spirit can stoop to the consideration of mere food, is to be reckoned
with brutes, like a hungry dog who is pleased with a bone, and a mean-
spirited cat that is ocontent with a crumb of bread; and I have obeerved,
that if a lion is chasing a hare, should he see a wild ass, he discontinues
[chasing his first quarry] and turns to pursue the wild ass.

COUPLET.

Be ever lofty-souled, for as may be Thy spirit, God and man will value thee.
And whoever has attained a lofty station, though his life should be short as
that of a flower, still, on acoount of his fair fame, the wise attribute to him
long life; and he who bows the head to servility and meannees of soul,
though he may abide for & long time like the leaf of the pine, yet, in the
opinion of men of eminence, he finds no esteem, and they make no account
of him.’

COUPLET.

He that is famons, §'ads, never dies; But he is truly dead whom men despise.
Kalflah said, ‘The pursuit of dignities and high offices bescems that class,
who by the noblenees of their descent and the grace of their manners and
high birth, possess a fitness and capacity for such things ; and we are not of
this order so as to be suited to lofty stations, or that we should advance the
step of exertion in pursuit of them.

COUPLET.

My dreamings are as boundless as the illimitable sea ;

Alas! can such vain longings in this atom’s scheming bo ?’
Dunmhmd, The source of greatness is intellect and accomplishments, not
race and descent. Every one who possesses & clear understanding and a
pexfect judgment, raises himself from a low origin to an exalted rank; and
whoever has & weak mind and a mean intellect, brings himself down from a ,
lofty position to a low rank.

STANZA,
By aid of lofty sense and prudence high, Man ocasts the noose of seizure on the sky.!
If the soul’s vision ope not by emprise, The sight to lofty things can never rise.

And the ancients have said that elevation to exalted rank is attainable only by
great trouble; and descent from an honorable station is brought about with
little pains; as one can lift on one’s shoulder from the ground a heavy stone
only with great exertion, and must by the slightest movement, drop it to the
earth ; and hence it is that no one is able to relish the pursuit of lofty things,
save a man of high spirit who possesses the ability of undergoing labour.
OOUPLET.

Love, O my soul! bescems not thoee in delicacy bred,

Tie much-enduring brave alone can in this tamult tread.
Every one who secks the indulgence, ¢ Obscursty ss cass,’ having washed his

! That is—attains the highest dignities. . )
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hends of honor, will, to all time, remain a recluse in the corner of abasement:
and unfulfilment of his wishes, and he who dreads not the thorny ground of
¢ Notoristy is a misfortune,’ will in a short time pluck the rose of his wish,
and sit in the flower-garden of honor on the cushion of pleasure.
BTANZA.
None will be honored till they suffer grief, and toil, and pain,
v The ruby must effuse its heart's blood,! ere it value gain.

Ne'er did the traveler trace out in the scroll of happiness,

Clear from blot of toil and trouble, the handwriting of sucoess.
But perhaps thou hast never heard the story of those two companions, one of
whom by the endurance of toil and hardship, reached the pinnacle of regal
dignity, and the other, through indolence and self-indulgence, remained in the
abyss of want and distress.” Kal{lah said ‘ How was that?’

STORY VI

Damnah said, ‘ Two friends, one of whom was named 84lim, and the other
Ghénim, were journeying on & road, and, in company with one another,
traversed the halting-places and stages. It happened that they passed along
the skirt of & mountain, whose peak kept rein-and-rein with the bay courser
of the eky, and whose waist was girt so as to keep stirrup-to-stirrup with the
surface of the celestial girdle;* and at the foot of the mountain there was a
fountain of water, in clearness like the cheek of fresh-faced, rosy-cheeked
[beauties], and in sweetness like the speech of sugar-lipped, sweet-spoken
[fair ones]. In front of this fountain a large reservoir had been made, and
around it umbrageous trees interlaced their tops.
) VEBSE.

Here branches of sweet shrubs their odours gave,

And here tall trees (their graceful) foliage wave. .

The hyacinth the cypress-foot attends,

The violet before the lily bends.
In short those two comrades arrived from the terrible wilderness at that ter-
mination of their day’s journey, and seeing it to be a pleasant spot, and an
exhilarating resting-place, stopped there for their accustomed repose ; and
after resting themselves, passed along in every direction on all sides of

! The Orientals have a notion that a stone gradually hardens into, and assumes the hue
of aruby. So Sa’di, Gulisten (page 286 of the author's translation).
'Tis years before the &ebble can put on -
The ruby’s nature. Wilt thou on a stone,
In one short moment mar what time has done?
* B6lim, t.¢., ‘safe.’ Ghfinim, i.0., ¢ loaded with spoil.’
3 Keene's version of this passage seems scarcely intelligible : ¢ Whose waist might bind the
vault, whoee girdle is the szodiac, stirrup to stirrup.’ ere is, as is too often the case in
h-flown Persian, a confusion of metaphors. e mountain is said to be girt with the
x and to race with it on such equal terms as to keep stirrup to stirrup. I take
kamarash as the nominative to basté, and supply, khid-rd. '
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the reservoir and fountain and looked about them on every side. All
at onoce they saw—on the margin of the reservoir, on the side whenoe the
water came—a white stone, and on it written, in emerald characters—such that,
save with the pen of omnipotence and on the page of wisdom characters like
them could not be traced—these words, ‘ O traveler! who!® hast honored this
spot by alighting here, know that we have provided entertainment for our guests
after the best manner, and prepared the tables of advantage in the most excellent
fashion ; but the condition is that thou shouldst plunge over-head into this
fountain, and without dread of the danger of the eddy, or of the terrors of the
vortex, get to shore as best thou canst; and at the foot of the mountain we have
placed a lion carved out of stone, which thon must raise on thy shoulder, and
without hesitation or delay, must convey thyself in one run to the top of the
mountain, nor desist from thy underteking from fear of the ravenous beasts
that may croes thy path, nor of the sharpness of the heart-transfixing
thorns which may lay hold of thy skirt; for when the course is finished the
tree of desire will bear fruit.’
QUATRAIN,

No halt is reached until the journey ’s done.

Through mortal agonies our will we gain,

And though the universal world sttain

The splendours of success ; ¢’en then not one

Beam would him gild, who gives himself no pain.
After acquainting himself with the purport of this inscription, Ghénim turned
to 8dlim with these words, ‘O brother! come on, in order that we may
traverse this arena of danger with the steps of toil, and may display every
endeavour that is possible to learn the particulars® of this talisman.’

COUPLET.

Either, sucoessful, on high heaven to tread ;

Or, with a valiant aim, lay down our head.
Sﬂmmd,‘Oﬁundbeloved,ﬁ'omnmmlegend,whoeewnmuunknown,
and of the truth of which we are ignorant, to embark in a prodigious peril ;
and on the idea of an imaginary advantage and a supposed benefit, to precipi-
tate oneself into a great danger is a proof of fatuity. No sensible man
takes certain poison along with a questionable antidote, nor does any reason-
able person willingly undergo ready-money labour for pleasure on credit.

OCOUPLET.

A wise man thinks a moment's pain outweighs
An age of.case and countless happy days.’?

1 The printed and lif ededmonl omit the M ndw ISS |bew, ohould
procede éw mamwil-rd. The former has

wusherref.
3 Kamd Aiyd, ‘uthmpm"uthnﬂ‘mmdl.' Perhaps a play upon words is intended
mmwm ‘binding an amulet on the h’. Py i
3 Lit. ‘Aﬁomdymofoujoyment.'



90 ANVAR-T SUHAILI; OB, THE LIGHTS OF CANOPUS.

Ghénim replied, ‘O kind friend! the love of ease is the forerunner of igno-
miny and disgrace, and the undertaking of danger the token of fortune and

honor.
STANEZA.

Those easy souls, who venture nought,
Ne'er their hearts gladden with success.
‘Who fear the revel's after-thought,—
‘With vinous aches and throbbings fraught—
Ne'er drain the bowl of happiness,
The will of the high-spirited man stoops not to a corner and an allowance of
food, nor, till he obtains a lofty situation, does he desist from the pursuit.
One cannot gather the rose of pleasure without the thorn of toil, nor open the
door of one’s wish without the key of labour, and as for me, resolution will
seize the reins and carry me to the top of the mountain, and I shall have no
dread of the whiripool of calamity, nor of the endurance of the load of hardship.
COUPLET.
Should toil in the search befall us, well it may be so,
When we long for Makka’s temple, gladly through the wastes we go.’
S4lim rejoined, ¢ Granted that for the perfume of the spring of good-fortune
one may put up with the disorder of the autumn of adversity, nevertheless to
advance in & path which has no end, and to float on in an ocean whose
shore is not visible, is far removed from .the path of discretion; and it
behoves every one who commences an undertaking, to examine its issue as
well as he knows its beginning; and, casting his glance from the commence-
ment of the affair to the end, to weigh the loss and gain of it, in order that
he may not undergo vain toil, and not give to the wind of annihilation the
ready money of his precious life.
VERSR.
Till thou hast first made sure thy stepping-place, - .
Step thou not onward in pursuit of aught.
And in each matter that thou dost embrace,
Be first & crevice for escapement sought.

It may be that they have written this inscription for a joke, and inscribed
these characters for mockery and sport, and this fountain may be a whirlpool,
such that it is impossible to reach the bank by swimming; and, if escape from it
be attained, it is probable that the weight of the stone lion may be so great that
one cannot lift it on one’s shoulder, and were that, too, effected, it is possible
that one could not reach the top of the mountain in a single run, and if all
this be accomplished, it is quite unknown what the result may be, In fine,
I go not along with thee in this business, and, moreover, dissuade thee from
advancing farther in the matter.’ Ghénim said, ‘ Cease these words, since I
will not turn back from my intention for any man’s words, nor will break the
resolution I have formed, for all the doubts that the ¢ smps of men or genis’ can



CHAPTER I. BTORY VI 91

suggest ; and I know that thou hast not the strength to accompany me, and
will not agree to bear me company. Well, then, look on at the spectacle,
and aid with thy prayers and good wishes.
COUPLET.
No pawer hast thou to drain the cup, I ween;
Come, view at least the gay carousing scene.’
84lim perceived that he was & man of an unchangeable impulse in his
undertakings, and said, ‘O brother ! T see that thou wilt not be restrained by
my advice, and that thou wilt not abandon this thing which ought not to be
done; and I cannot bear to look on at this affair, nor can I find amuse-
ment in a thing which does not suit my feelings and is not approved by my
heart. I see my best course to be this—
) HEMISTICH.
I from this whirlpool must my things remove. !
He then placed the baggage he had, on his beast, and bade his friend
farewell, and set forward on his journey. Ghénim, having washed his heart
of his life, came to the brink of the fountain, and said,
COUPLET.
, 1l dive down into this wide-flowing sea, Or there to sink, or bring back pearls with me.’
Then binding firmly round his waist the skirt of resolution, he stepped into
the fountain.

COUPLET.
No fountain that—but there an ocean flowed
That the false semblance of a fountain shewed.
Gbénim saw that that fountain was a dangerous whirlpool, but keeping a
stout heart, by swimming boldly, reached the shore of delivery; and having
come to the edge of the water and recovered himself, he by strength and
might, lifted the stone lion on his back, and voluntarily submitting to-a
thousand kinds of labour, brought. himself in one run to the top of the
mountain, and on that side of the mountain he saw a great city with an
sgreeable climate and a heart-expanding country.
COUPLET.
In goodness it with Eden might compare, And was like Iram’s garden—fresh and fair.
Ghénim having halted on the summit of the mountain, was looking towards
the city, when suddenly, from that lion of stone, a terrible sound issued, such
that the mountain and plain shook, and that noise having reached the city,
many persons came out from the right and left, and turning their faces
towards the mountain, advanced towards Ghédnim. Ghénim looked on with
a wondering gaze, and was astonished at the multitudes of people, when, all

! Keene renders this line, ¢ That I should forth my own baggage from this pathless
wilderness. Immmmdmnmny&in’ghtmwmm here.
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of a sudden, a company of grandees and nobles came and performed the
ceremonies of salutation, and offered the praises due to him, and having
seated him, with the greatest respect, on a fleet courser, conveyed him
towards the city, and after washing his head and body with rose-water and
camphor, arrayed him in royal robes, and, with all honor and reverence,
delivered into his able hands the rein of the sovereignty of that country.
Upon (bénim’s inquiring into the nature of these circumstances, he was
answered in the following manner, ‘In the fountain that thou sawest, wise
men have framed a talisman and fashioned that stone lion with every kind
of care and consideration with regard to the rising of the degrees and the
aspects of the fixed stars and planets, and whensoever a respected person
resolves to cross the fountain, and lift up the lion and ascend to the summit
of the mountain, this circumstance will undoubtedly coincide with the
decease of the monarch of this city. Thereupon the lion utters a sound,
and the noise thereof having reached the city, the people come forth, and
having raised this man to the sovereignty, pass their lives tranquilly under
the shelter of his justice until the time when his turn, too, arrives.
HEMISTICH.
When one departs another takes his place.
And when, by command of God, the sun of the existence of the ruler
of this country sets in the horizon of death, simultaneously therewith, the
star of the grandeur of that fortunate person exhibits its ascension from the
summit of this mountain : and long ages have passed since this rule has been
established after this same custom that has been mentioned; and thou art
to-day the king of this city and the ruler of this age.
. . HEMISTICH,
The realm is thine—command whate’er thou wilt.
Ghénim perceived that the endurance of all those toils was through the

requirement of fortune.
* COUPLET.

When fortune comes to lend her willing aid,

She makes all issue as it should be made.
And I have introduced this example in order that thou mayest know that
the draught of delight and enjoyment is not without the sting of annoyance
and trouble ; and to whomsoever the desire of exaltation arises, he will not be
trampled down by any base person, nor be content with a low rank ora mean
station ; and I, until I obtain the dignity of the Lion’s confidence, and am
admitted into the number of those who stand nearest to his presence, will
not lay my head on the pillow of repose, nor stretch ont my feet on the
couch of relaxation’ Kalflah said, ‘ Whence hast thou been able to grasp
the key of this door? and how hast thou conceived the idea of entering into this
affair?’ Damnah said, ¢ At this crisis, when alarm and uncertainty has found
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way to the Lion, I mean to put myself in his way, and it is probable
that, by imbibing the cordial of my advice, he may recover his cheerfulness,
and by this means my propinquily and rank in his presence will be
increased.’ Kalflah said, * How will thou obtain propinquity and access to the
Lion ? and even should it be so, thou hast not been used to the services of kings,
and knowest not the customs and ceremonies [to be observed] in their atten-
dance. In a short time, therefore, thou wilt lose what thou hast acquired,
and thou wilt not again be able to apply any remedy for this” Damnah
rejoined, * When a man is wise and able, the undertaking matters of impor-
tance has nothing injurious for him, and any one who has confidence in his
own abilities, will acquit himself satisfactorily of every business upon which ke
enters. And another thing is this, if fortune manifests herself, she will shew the
way to all that is required: as it has come down to us in history that the
sum of the prosperity of a tradesman having been exalted, he obtained
the royal dignity, and his renown and fame spread throughout the world.
One of the ancient kings wrote him a letter to this effect, ‘ Thy craft was
carpentry, and thou knowest the business of a carpenter well—from whom
hast thou learned government and judgment in the transaction of affairs?’
He wrote for answer, ‘ He who bestowed fortune upon me, has not omitted a
single particle of instruction in the management of the world.’
VERSE.

When I from wisdom’s opened scroll am taught,

I, thus instructed, do the thing I ought.

The man whose taper fortune deigns to light,

Gathers all fit materials to do right.
Kalflah said, ‘Kings do not distinguish all men of merit by their favours,
but mark by their especial and royal notice their own near connections who
have obtained propinquity in their service by inheritance or desert, and since
thou hast neither hereditary claims upon the lion, nor self-acquired pretentions,
it is probable that thou wilt remain excluded from his notice, and it may be
the cause of something that will accord with the wishes of thy foes.” Dam-
nah said, ‘Every one who has obtained a lofty rank in the service of the
king has done so by degrees, and that station has not shewed itself without their
toil and exertion and the influence of the King's favorable notice ; and I too seek
the same thing, and go about for the same end, and have reconciled to
myself the endurance of many fatigues, and the tasting of many unpalatable
draughts, and I know that whoever attends the court of prinoes must choose
five things. First, he must quench the flame of anger with the water of
mildness. Becondly, he must cautiously avoid the suggestions of the tempter,
lust. Thirdly, he must not allow deceitful greedinees, and mischief-exciting
covetousness, to get the better of the guide, reason.  Fourthly, he must base
his actions on truth and moderation. Fifthly, the accidents and contingencies
that may occur, these he must encounter with gentleness and courteous
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bearing : and whoever is endowed with these qualities, undoubtedly his wish
will be accomplished most successfully.’ Kalflah replied, ¢ Supposing that
thou gainest access to the King; by what means art thou to obtain his
spprobation ? and by what art will thou arrive at rank and promotion ?’
Dammah said, “If close intercourse with his majesty be attained, I will adopt
five qualities. First, I will perform his service in perfect sincerity. Secondly,
I will shape my spirit in conformity to him. Thirdly, I will represent all
his actions and words to advantage. Fourthly, when he commences an affair,
which is allied to good policy, and in which I discover the weal of the realm,
I will exhibit it to his eyes and feelings in the most attractive light, and
bring under his observation its utilities and advantages, that his exultation at
the goodness of his judgment, and the soundness of his plans, may be in-
creased. Fifthly, if he should embark in a matter which might have a
disastrous issue, and an unpleasant termination, so that injurious consequences
may result to the kingdom, I will unfold to him, in eloquent language, and
with great gentleness, the mischief of it, and make him aware of the evils
that will issue from it, and as soon as the king perceives my merits, he will
distinguish me by his approbation and favor, and will be ever inclined to
my society, and eager for my advice, since no talent can be hid, and no man
of talent will fail to participate in the marks of encouragement of support.
VERSE,

Talent, like musk, can hidden ne’er remain;

Its scent will sudden spread the world around.

Go, study then accomplishments to gain-

That from thy excellence the wide domain

Of earth may with discourse of thee resound.
Kalﬂahmd,‘Smce it appears that thy mind is bent on this, and that thy
resolution with regard to the accomplishment of this matter is firmly fixed,
be well on thy guard, for attendance on kings is a thing full of danger, and
an affair replete with difficulties: and the wise have said that there are
three things on which none would venture save a blockhead who has never
inhaled the fragrance of reason. - First, the service of a king; secondly, the
tasting [what may be] poison with doubt! [as to the result]; thirdly, the
divulging one's secrets to women. And sages have compared kings to a lofty
mountain; since, although mines of precious jewels are there, still there
also is the abode of tigers and snakes and other noxious animals, and both
the ascent is difficult, and the abiding there arduous; and they have also
said that the society of a monarch resembles the sea, and the trader who
chooses to travel by sea, either acquires much gain, or is overtaken in the
whirlpool of destruction.’

1 Koeno translates sihr ‘ nnponmunoorhmty’ The words may either
mean that it is uncertain w orltbe or it being certainly poison, it is uncertain
whether it could be counteracted. I mclme to til latter meaning.
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COUPLET.
Upon the sea, 'tis trus, is boundless gain;
‘Wouldst thou be safe, upon the shore remain.!
Damnah said, ‘All that thou hast said has been well-intentioned, and I
Imow that a king is like a consuming fire; the danger of a person increases
in proportion to his proximity to it.
COUPLET.
Withdraw thyself from a king’s company,  As thou wouldst keep, from fire, fuel dry.
However, whoso dreads danger will not arrive at a high station.
' COUPLET,
From danger greatness springs—the merchant ne’er
. Gains forty for his ten2—whom risks deter.
And there are three things which no one without high spirit can undertake—
the public service of a king; a voyage by sea; and the encountering foes ;
and I do not find myself to be mean-spirited, why then should I dread the
king's service?’
VERSR.
Sinoe such the powerful arm of my emprise;
In my own sleeve, all that I wish for, lies.
‘Wouldst thou rank high amid the noblest men?
Strive with the spirit thou possessest, them,
In short, all that thou wounldest lay hands upon,
Hast thou & lofty spirit, may be won.
Kalflah said, ‘Although I am opposed to this project, and deprecate this
intention, nevertheless, since thy judgment is so decided in this matter, and
thy mind so set on this scheme—may it be fortunate!
HRMISTICH.
Behold thy path! go happily in peace!
Damnah departed and made his salutation to the Lion. The Lion inquired,
¢ What person is this ?’ They replied, ¢ The son of such an one, who for a long
time was an attendant at the royal court.” The Lion exclaimed, ‘Aye! I
recollect him.” He then called him before him and said, ¢ Where dost thou
live?’ Damnah answered, ‘After the custom of my father, I have now
become an attendant in the heaven-resembling court, and have made it the
shrine of my wants, and the K'abah® of my wishes, and am in waiting that if
an affair of importance should occur, and the august order should be issued,

1 In the Gulisthn, ch. i, story xvi,, p. 63 of my translation, these lines occur.
? 8ad yak is one per cent. and dah chvAal of course 400 per cent, or forty for ten.

" as that at Medinah is styled swgjid-s’n-nedl, ‘the moaque of the .+ The two

were termed Aeremasn, ‘the two sacred edifices,’ they are the objects of

i amc:-ightofthex’lhhboingmkoudumaitonmulyur’l votion
any temple.
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I may satisfactorily accomplish it by my sagacity, and may engage in it with
clear discernment. And as in the management of various matters of weight,
there is occasion for the Pillars of the state, and the ministers of his Majesty,
so it is probable that at the courts of princes an event may oocur, which may
be brought to a close by the aid of those of inferior degree.
HEMISTIOH.
The fly too, like the peacock, here may aid.
In a matter which may be effected by the weak needle, the proud! Jnvelm
may prove ineflicacious, and an affair which a poor penknife may acoomplish,
in that, the highly-tempered scymitar may prove at a loss. And no servant,
though he may be of little estimation and mean position, is devoid of use for
removing detriment end eliciting good, since even the dry stick which lies
despised in the road, may possibly, some day, become serviceable; and though it
be good for nothing else, yet it may chance that they may make a tooth-pick
of it, or by means of it, may cleanse the ear of wax.’
OCOUPLET.
If from me thou a nose-gay canst not mako,
As fuel for the pot thou may'st me take.
‘When the Lion heard the speech of Damnah, he was astonished at his
eloquence and fluency of speech, and turning to his courtiers, said, ¢ Though
a wise man should be of small reputation, yet his understanding and wisdom
will, involuntarily, make his talents known to the nation, like the flame of
‘fire, which, though he that kindles it may wish should burn downwards, will,
to & certainty, raise its head aloft.
. COUPLET,

If one sincorely loves, the sign Of true love on his face will shine.”
Damnsh was pleased at these words, and perceived that his fascinations had
made an impression on the Lion, and that his artifice ‘was completely
successful. He loosed the tongue of advice, and said, ‘It is incumbent on
all the royal attendants and household, according to their understanding and
knowledge, to ponder well every matter which may befall the king, and to
represent whatever may occur fo the mind of each, nor ever abandon the
path of good advice, in order that the sovereign may thoroughly know his
followers and dependants, and having become acquainted with the extent of
the judgment and prudence and sincerity and discretion of each, may both
derive advantage from their respective services, and mey also reward each in
proportion to his deserts; for solong as the grain lies hidden by the curtain of
the earth, no one takes trouble in cultivating it, and when it draws back the
veil of mould from its face, and raises its head in its gay robe of green, from
the collar of the ground, and is perceived to be a fruit-bearing tree and a

! Sar-afrds, lit., ‘head-exalting.’
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useful plant; then assuredly [men] will foster it and profit by its fruits: and
in all matters, the source [of advancement] is the encouragement of kings.
‘Whomsoever, among men of merit, they distingnish by their favorable
notice, from him they will derive benefit in proportion to the encouragement
they bestow.

OCOUPLET.

I'm like the thorn, like earth am I—tulip and rose shall grow
From me, if thou, my cloud and sun, will only favor shew.’
The Lion asked, ‘ How must men of understanding be encouraged? and by
what means can one reap fruit from them?’ Damnah replied, ‘The main
point in this matter is that the king should look to worth, not birth; and if
a party of incapables should allege the services of their ancestors and
progenitors, that he should pay no regard to them, for a man should make
good his pedigree by his abilities, not by his father.
VERSB.

Let thy own worth elate thee—do not base

Pretensions on thy long-descended race;

Do not, O shallow one! by dead men live,

But, by thine own renown, the dead revive:

The empty vaunt of buried sires disown;

O youth! rejoice mot, dog-like, in a bone.
Though a rat be a partner in the same abode with men, yet by reason of the
annoyanoe and injury which results from it, they think it right to exert
themselves for its destruction; while the hawk, which is wild and strange—
since advantage may be anticipated from it—they allure with every sort of
kindness, and bring him up on the wrist of favor, indulgently and proudly.!
‘Wherefare it behoves a king not to distinguish between friends and strangers,
but to seek out men of ability and learning, and not to suffer precedence to
be given to men who are remiss in business and wanting in talent, over
persons of eminence and merit; since to bestow the office of wise men on
fools, is like fastening ornaments for the head on the feet, and placing that
which ought to deck the feet on the head ; and wherever men of talent are
depressed and ignorant, and fatuous persons get possession of the reins of
power, the utmost confusion will find its way into the affairs of that country,
and the disgrace of that circumstance will attach to the fortune of the king
and his subjects.

COUPLET.
Tell the Pheenix its bright shadow o’er that country ne'er to throw
‘Where the raven has the ascendant, and the parrot sinks below.’

.} The M8S, I have consulted, omit the sontence after mi-drend, which is foundmthe
]lnhdndhthognphedethhm Koene translates do-iAtisds ¢ to exercise.’ It may bear
that senee, or mean, ‘ with exultation.’ The word is no doubt chosen on socount of its
a source of delight to the Persian author, and of despair to the

]
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When Damnah had finished speaking, the Lion showed him the utmost
favor, and admitted him into the number of his particular favorites, and
having taken a liking to his conversation, based his most important actions
upon his counsel and advice. Damnah, too, taking the path of good sense,
and intelligence and understanding and sagacity, became, in a short time,
the confidante of the royal cabinet, and the man relied upon and referred to
for advice and suggestions of improvement in the affairs of state. One day,
having found a fortunate occasion and a convenient time, he asked for &
private audience, and said, ¢ A long tinmie has now passed during which the
king has remained stationary in ome place, and has relinquished the
gratification of exercise and the pleasures of the chace: I wish to know the
cause of this and to speak on this matter to the best of my ability.” The
Lion wished to conceal from him the alarm he felt, when, meantime,
Shanzabah bellowed aloud, and his voice agitated the Lion so much, that the
reins of self-possession passed from his grasp. He was compelled to disclose
his secret to Damnah, and said, ‘ The cause of my fear is this sound that thou
hearest, and I know not whose voice it is, but I suspect that his strength
and build is in proportion to his voice. If his form be such,! it is no good
for me to remain in this place.” Damnah replied, ‘Has the king any other
thing upon his mind besides this voice?’—‘No!’ said the Lion. ¢Then,’
rejoined Damnah, ¢it is not right, for such a trifle, to expatriate yourself and
to depart from your own familiar residence. 'What dependence is there [to
be placed] in a voice? and what weight [ought to be attached] to a cry that
any one should remove for that? and it beseems & king to be firmly planted
like a rock, so as not to be shaken by every wind nor to be dislodged by
every outery.
HEMIFTICE.
That no tempest may dislodge thee, plant thy foot firm, like a rock!?

And the ancients have said that regard should not be paid to every loud noise
and powerful body; for not every external form furnishes sure information of
the internal meaning, nor is every outward semblance a token of what lies
within. A reed, though it be thick, is broken with a slender stick, and a
heron, though of large stature, is overcome by the talons of & hawk of com-
paratively slim build; and whoever makes account of largeness of bulk, meets
with what that Fox met'with. The Lion asked; ‘How was that?’

STORY VII.

N

Damnah said, ¢ They have related that a Fox was prowling over a meor, and
was roaming in every direction in hopes of scenting food. Presently he came

! Keene translates agar chunin sirati bdshad by *if such should be the fact,’ but I think
this would be rather agar chunin ddshad.
3 Lit.: ¢ Draw thy feet under thy skirt.’ -
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to the foot of a tree, at the side of which they had suspended a drum, and when-
ever a gust of wind came, a branch of the tree was put in motion, and struck
the surface of the drum, and a terrible noise arose from it. The Fox, seeing a
domestic fow] under the tree who was pecking the ground with her beak, and
searching for food, planted himself in ambush, and wished to make her his
prey, when all of a sudden the sound of the drum reached his ear. He
looked and saw a very fat form, and a prodigious sound from it reached his
hearing. The appetite of the Fox was excited, and he thought to himself
¢ Assuredly its flesh and skin will be proportioned to its voice.” He issued
from his-lurking place, and turned towards the tree. The fowl, being put
on its guard by that circumstance, fled, and the fox, by a hundred exertions
asoended the tree. Much did he labour till he had torn the drum, and then
he found nought save a skin and a piece of wood. The fire of regret
descended into his heart, and the water of contrition began to run from his
eyes, and he said, ‘ Alas! that by reason of this huge bulk which is all wind,
that lawful prey has escaped from my hand, and from this empty form no
advantage has resulted to me.’
VERSEH,
Loudly ever sounds the tabor,
But in vain—within is nought:
Art thou wise, for substance labor,
Semblance will avail thee nought.!

And I have adduced this example in order that the King may not relinquish
the pleasures of the chase, and his personal exercise, for a frightful noise and
a huge form. If he will carefully observe, nothing will result from that
voice and figure, and if the King will issue his command, I will approach
him, and will acquaint the King with the state of the case, and the real truth
of the matter. The Lion was pleased with the words of Damnah, and the
latter, in acocordance with the orders of the Lion, set off in the direction of
that sound. As soon however as he got out of sight of the Lion, the latter
began to reflect, and regretted that he had despatched Damnah, and said to
himself, ‘I have committed a great fault, and an ill-weighed action has pro-
ceeded from me: and the ancients, have said, that it behoves a King in the
disclosure of his secrets, to have no reliance on ten classes of persons, and
not to reveal to them the secret nature of any of his private affairs which he
is extremely anxious to conceal. The first is, whoever has experienced
oppression and vexation at his court, and for a long time endured trouble and
distress without fault or crime on his part. The second is, he whose property
and honor hnvegonetothewihdsinamdtmoeonthexing, and whose
means have been straitened. The third is, he who has besn degraded from
his office, and has no hope of recovering it again. The fourth is a

! Lit.: ¢Be not elated by the form, for in that is nothing.’
n2
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wicked, mischievous person, who is on the look out for mischief, and is dis-
inclined to peace and repose. The fifth is the criminal, whose comrades have
tastod the sweets of pardon, while he has experienced the bitterness of
punishment. The sixth is the offender, whose fellows have been reproved,
while a greater and extreme degree of severity has been shewn towards him.
The seventh, is he who, while doing acceptable services, remains disappointed ;
while others, without the antecedents of service, receive greater encouragement
than he. The eighth, is he whose station an enemy has sought, and has got
the lead of him, and has reached that rank, and the prince has taken part
with him. The ninth, he who conceives his own advantage to be associated
with the injury of the king. The tenth is he who has met with no favor
at the King’s court, and who can make himself acceptable to the king’s
enemy. Kings ought not to entrust their secrets to these ten classes, and the
first principle is this, that until they have repeatedly made trial of the
religious principles, and good faith, and kindness, and worth of a man, they
should not put him in possession of their secrets.
COUPLET.
Not to each one thy secrets tell—for earth’s wide space upon,
Much we have wandered, yet have found in whom to trust not one.

Therefore in accordance with these promises, before making trial of Damnah,
it was improper to be -precipitate, and to send him to an enemy was far from
aprudent and far-sighted line of conduct, and this Damnah appears to be a
shrewd person, and he remained for a long time at my court distressed and
disappointed. If, which God forbid!! the thorn of vexation is rankling
in his heart, he may, on this occasion, contrive perfidy, and stir up mischief;
or it may be that he may find the enemy superior to me in strength and
majesty ; and, becoming eager to enter his service may acquaint him with
what he knows of my secrets; and undoubtedly the remedy of that would
exceed the measure of my counsels. Why did I not apply the purport of the
saying, ¢ Caution ss suspioion,’ to my conduct? and why have the directions of

the wise couplet -
COUPLET

¢ Intend not ill, but evil still suspect, And from deceit and harm thyself protect’.

been transgressed by me? If calamity arise from this embassy, I am
deserving of a hundred times as much.’ In this anxious meditation, the
Lion, through excessive agitation, continued getting up and anon reseating
himself, and kept the eyes of expectation fixed on the road, when all at once,
Damnah appeared. The Lion was somewhat tranquillized, and remained
quiet in the same spot, while Damnah, after performing the customary
obeisance, said, .

1 Lit,: ¢By flying for refuge to God.’
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VERSE.
‘Long as the spheres revolving circle, may our king continue still} .
And may the sun of his high fortune gild the subjects of his will!
O world-possessing prince! he whose voice reached the august ear is an Ox,
engaged in grazing in the environs of this forest, and, save feeding and
sleeping, other business he has none, and his ambition does not travel
beyond his throat and his belly’ The Lion asked, ¢ What is the extent of
his might?’ Damnsh replied, ‘I observed no pomp or grandeur about him,
that I oould thence infer his power; and I did not discover, in my own mind,
any awe in him, whenoe I should suppose any extraordinary respect due to
him." The Lion said, ¢ Weakness is not therefore to be imputed to him, nor
is one to. be thereby deceived, for the strong wind, though it does not
overthrow the weak herbage, nevertheless, tears up the strong trees by the
root; and so long as the great and mighty do not encounter a foeman worthy
of them, no display of their might and prowess is manifested.
OCOUPLBET.
When in pursuit of puny finches will the noble goshawk go?
"Gainst the gnat the royal faloons ne’er their claws of terror show.’

Damnah said, ¢ The king ought not to think so gravely of him, nor make
s0 much account of the proceedings, for I have acuteness enough to discern
the extent of his power,' and I have informed myself of the exact state of
his circumstances; and if the lofty judgment [of your majesty] require it,
and the sugust command honors me by being issued, I will bring him, so
that, having placed the hand of willingness on the line of obedience, he may
cast the saddle-cloth of servitude on the shoulder of attachment.’” The Lion
was pleased with these words, and signed to bring him. Damnsh went to
Shanzabah, and, with a stout heart, without hesitation or backwardness,
entered into discourse with him.

HEMISTICH,
And first he addressed him with, ¢ Whence art thou ?
And how didst thou come here? and what may be the cause of thy coming
to this place ? and of thy commencing to abide here?’ Shanzabah began to
recount with truth the state of the matter, and Damnah, hnvmg learned
his story, said, ‘A Lion who is the king of the wild beasts and the ruler of
these regions, gave me orders and sent me to bring thee to him, and
instructed me that, shouldest thou use despatch, he will forgive the crime
which has taken place in his service up to this point, but if thou shouldest
delay, I am to return with haste and report the circumstances.”. Shanzabah
when he heard the name of the Lion and wild beasts, feared, and said, ¢If

! Keeno translates this, ¢ For I, with great ponotration, have found out his business.’ I
incline to make niAdyat a substantivo, thus mlodya-' kdr, ¢ the extent of his busincss.’ The
M8S. omit the de-frdeat nibdyat, and rightly as it appears to me.
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thou wilt make me stout-hearted and secure me from his chastisement, I will
come with thee, and by means of thy companionship obtain the honer of his
service.” Damnah swore an oath to him, and gave him a promise and
compact so as to tranquillize his mind, and both set off together to the
Lion. Damnah went before and acquainted the Lion with his coming; and
a short time after, the Ox arrived and performed the homage due. The Lion
made warm inquiries [after his welfare], and said, ‘ When didst thou arrive
in this neighbourhood ? and what may be the cause of thy coming?’ The
Ox made a full recital of his story. The Lion then said, ¢ Abide here still
that thou mayest reap a full portion of kindness and honor and compassion
and bounty from us; for we have opened the gates of favor on the faces of
the votaries! of our districts, and have spread the overﬂowmg table of
encouragement for the attendants of our court.

VERSE,

‘Wide through this realm thy wandering steps may stray,
Yet none thou wilt complaining see.

In all that we attempt, we first display
Care for our folks’ prosperity.

The Ox, having paid the dues of blessing and praise, bound the girdle of
obedience on his loins with willingness and zeal: and the Lion, too, having
brought him nearer to his person, and shewed excessive and lavish honors
and respect to him,* and, under cover thereof, employed himself in examining
his character and investigating his conduct, and learned the measure of his
judgment and understanding and the extent of his discernment and
experience. He found him to be & person distinguished by perfect sagacity
and endowed with intellect and penetration: the more he tested his qualities,
the more his reliance on the abundance of his wisdom increased.
VERSE. .
Kindly he found him, and of jndgment clear,
‘Weighing his words—one who could estimate
The worth of men—whom travel far and near
In wisdom had instructed—made sedate °
By much experience—who, with practised ease,
In social converse knew the art to please.?
The Lion, after reflection and deliberation and anxious thought and
prayer for guidance, made the Ox the confidante of his secrets; and every
hour his place in the royal favor and his good fortune rose higher; and his

1 Kmdwdnhutwo senses, ‘ neighbours,’ and ¢ the attendants at a shrine.” Either sense
will suit this passage. I have chosen the latter.

3 Keene translates mubdiaghah twa itndb ‘ great force and length of speech.’ There is
not however here, I imagine, any reference to %l but to deeds. g

3 T have translated these lines somewhat freely and diffusely.
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elevation in the exercise of authority and in command became more exalted,
until he outstripped all the pillars of the state and the ministers of the king.
‘When Damnsh perceived that the Lion carried his respect for the Ox to the
last verge of exocess, and that, having pushed his profuseness in rewarding
and honaring him beyond the limits of moderation, he neither carried into
effect his (Damnah’s) advice, nor applied to him for counsel in any matter—
the hand of envy drew the collyrium of aversion over the eyes of his heart,
aud the fire of anger cast the torch of jealousy into the cell of his brain.
OOUPLEY.
‘Wherever envy doth its torch illume,
The envious there themselves *t will first consume.
Sleep and rest departed from him, and peace and repose removed their gear
from the area of his breast. He went with his complaint to Kalflah, and
eaid, ¢ O brother! behold the weakness of my judgment and the slackness of
my prudence, that I have expended all my energies in freeing the Lion from
anxiety,' and have introduced the Ox into his service, so that having
obtained close access [to the king] and high place with him, he has got
precedence over all the courtiers, while I have fallen from my station and
position.” Kalflah replied,
HEMISTICH.
¢ Thou didst it thine ownself, my life! for self-done acts, what cure is there?

This axe thot hast thyself struck on thine own foot, and this dust of mischief
thou hast thyself stirred up in thine own path, and the same thing has
befallen thee which befell the Devotee. Damnah inquired, ¢ How was that?’

STORY VIIL

Kalflah said, ¢ They have related that a king bestowed splendid apparel
and a costly robe on a Devotee. A thief having got intelligence of the circum-
stane, coveted it, and going to the Devotee pretended a wish to become his
disciple, and voluntarily entered his service, and displayed diligence in
learning the manners of that religious persuasion, until in this way he was
admitted into the confidence [of the Devotee], and one night, having found
an opportunity, he carried away the dress and made off. The next day the
recluse did not see the dress, and finding that that new disciple was missing,
he knew that he had purloined it. He started in pursuit of him, in the
direction of the city, and on the road observed two he-goats* who were
fighting with one another and wounding each other’s heads; and during
the time that these two fierce? adversaries, like savage lions, were engaged

! Keeno translates this sentence. ‘I had budtdlmysm)echmtheu:dmu of the
Lion,’ where he seems to me tohnnm-edthumu,ln mean-
ngto/cdy&d,whmhlbohm never means ‘carelessnees,” but ¢ m from care, ¢.e.,

3 Kmhﬂh&auﬂcﬂr ¢ wild beasts, into which rendering he was led, I doubt not,
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in battle with one another and the blood was dripping from their limbs and
members, 8 fox had come up and was devouring their blood. “All st once
in the midst of their encounter, the fox happened fo get between them, and
on each side their heads came with violence against his ribs, and he was
overtaken with the noose of death. The recluse, having gained from these
circumstances another piece of experience, passed on, and at night, when he
reached the city, the gate was closed. He walked about in all directions
and was seeking for a place to halt in. It happened that a woman was
looking from the terrace of her house into the street, and understood by
the perplexity of the devotee, that he was a stranger. She invited him to
her house, and the holy man, accepting her invitation, untied his sandals in
her lodgings, and occupied himslf in a corner of the hut with his devotions.
Now that woman was notorious for vice and profligacy, and kept several
damsels ready for purposes of debauchery, and one of them—the winning
glance of whose beauty might have taught blandishment to the brides of
Paradise, and at the glow of whose cheeks, the sun, which warms the world,
was consumed with the fire of jealousy; whose languishing eye, with the
arrow of its glance, pierced the target of the bosom, and whose life-giving.
lips, with the sugar of her mouth, bestowed sweetness on the soul like a
Ppackage of sugar,
DISTICHS.

She, moon-like, moves, or like the cypress tall.

Two twisting carls in musky mazes fall |

Down her white neck; her chin so silvery fair

Supports a chain of dimples fastened there.!
—had become attached to & youth—of beantiful countenance and musky ringlets,
witty, and of graceful stature like the cypress, whose face resembled the moon,
sweot-voiced and slender-waisted so that the proud beauties of Cathay»—from
the curl of his locks—were, like the hyacinth, writhing with ‘envy,” and the

the epithet tiz-chang ¢ which follows makhehér in the printed and lithographed
Hmoncs,m and also in some MBS, 'Ietdl’n quite clear, llowcmx-ﬁ from thoprtl:nor of the story, that

the Mklm\lr were buttmg Moreover, in the P: &n the same story
osegarten’s edmon) the wordlmi«h ‘ram’ is nned. the corresponding
& 3 the Mntu-lhbhn) of the Hi tlm story is onnmd, I find, however, in one
e following reading, kid dn d klm wn shirdn-i darindah-i tis chang,
where it must be evident to every one that ﬁm t{s chang should be tis jm, the three dots
i o e S i, b i b B G o
impro 1atroduced un of the Wi us of the w
Jang. pIethYe no hesitation therefore in recommending the above reading with the said trifling
ocorrection, and tn.nshhngxt as I have done.

! I have been obliged to render freely this most ble line. Is it not enough
that the Persians should have the bad taste to admire & fat double chin in the fair sex, without
com it to a bull with a pendulous necklace of waving flesh, and consummating their bad
taste by giving this latter the hideous cacophonio name of ghadghabd! I desire to be literal,
but I cannot perpetuate such offences against the Nine as this,

3 Khatd, ‘Northern China.’ The ¢Cathay’ of Milton, See note i. page 56. g

3 Koene translates (by typognphwal error no doubt) dar pich o tdb ¢ full of writing and
disorder.” Literally it is, ¢in twists and turns.’
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honey-lipped fair ones of S8amarkand,' from the desire of his mischicf-exciting
sweetness, were panged like the hearts of lovers :

COUPLET.

His faco! Ah! what a face! a sun-like facé was it. -
His locks! What locks! each curl with troublous transports knit.

—and ever together, like sun and moon, they lived conjoined in one mansion,
and like Venus and Mercury were united in one sign of the zodiac, and this
youth from the jealousy of love would positively never allow that his other
rivals should taste a draught from the cup of umion with that damsel, or that
those athirst in the desert of pursuit, should, after a thousand toils, arrive at
that limpid fountain. )

OCOUPLET.

My jealousy of thoee is such that, could it granted be,
I'd choose that none beeide should, ¢’en in fancy, think of thee.

The profligate woman being embarrassed by the behaviour of the damsel, and
impatient at the loss of income, could not put up with a girl who had cast
aside the veil of decoram, and had given up her whole soul to the affection
for her lover.* Bhe was driven to aim at the destruction of that youth. On,
the night that the recluse came to her house she had prepared a plan and
not neglected an opportunity for the deed, and, having measured out copious?
draughts of wine to the lover and beloved one, as soon as the people of the
house had gone to rest, she pounded a little deadly poison, and having placed
it in a pipe and brought it before the fair youth, took one end of the tube in
her mouth, and placed the other end in his nostrils, and was about to give a
puff and convey the influence of the poison to the brain of the youth, when
suddenly he sneezed, and from the force of the vapour which issued from his
brain all the poison entered the throat and neck of that woman, and she fell
Lifelees on the spot.

HEMISTICH.

Thyself in compassing thy thought shalt fall.
When the recluse beheld that circumstance, and had with a hundred
anxieties passed through that night—which in length equalled the day of
resurrection—until the time when the devotee of the dawn, having obtained
release from the cell of the darkness of night, spread the prayer-carpet of

in 89 lmag 40 deg. North lat., said to have
of the the secon mw Peruia. It was pillaged
lnhed by '.hmtir who e capital of his dominions.
Uahhgotyo-enonolit,md retain it. The women are said to be

Km ‘and thus very life of the affection of lovers.” With

on‘eutmde vcxlofdseomm, ntonlymelmthltthogulhd

“ thopmonforhcrlom Certainly, Aayd scems a term ill applied to
a person.

3 Lit.: ‘hcuvy
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he found him in his house the side of conviction prevailed. He entered the
house, and, in most violent wrath, began to beat his wife, and after he had
chastised her thoroughly, he bound her fast to a post, and then placed his
own head on the couch of repose. The recluse was thinking thus, ¢To beat
this woman without any apparent reason and clear offence, was far from the
oourse of kind and manly feeling. I ought to have interceded for her, and
not to have acquiesced in this folly;’ when suddenly the barber's wife came
in and said, ¢ O eister! why dost thou keep this young man so long waiting ?
quickly come forth and look upon the opportunity for love as a blessing.’
OOUPLET.
Does the loved one, then, think of asking for the lover sick of pain ?
8ay, in peace come! for the breathings of existence yet remain.
The shoemaker’s wife, with a melancholy voice, called to her and said,
vERsR,
How canst thou, O tranquil-hearted ! the sad heart's affliction know ?
The pangs of lovers, grief-devouring, all their sufferings and woe?

Spread thy pinipna, dove! and soaring, o’er the lofty cypress go:
How canst thou the heart’s affliction of the prisoned warblers know ?

O kind friend! listen' to my piteous complaint, and learn my wretched
ocondition. This cruel and merciless husband had seen, perhaps, my lover at
the door, for he entered this house like a madman, and after he had beaten
me much, tied me, with the utmost violence, to this pillar. If thou hast any
compassionate feeling towards me, and art disposed® to pity my lover,
release me with all despatch, and give me leave? to bind thee to this pillar
in place of myself, and I, having quickly made my apology tc my friend,
will return and release thee, and by this act thou wilt both place me under
an obligation to thee, and wilt also oblige my friend.” The barber’s wife,
from exceeding kindness, having consented to the other’s release and the
binding of herself, sent her out. The recluse, by hearing this dialogue, was
put in possession of the clue to the quarrel of the husband and wife; and
meanwhile the shoemaker awoke and called to his wife. The barber’s wife, in
terror lest he should® recognise her voice and so become aware of what was
going on, had not courage to answer. However much the shoemaker
shouted, not a breath issued from the barber's wife. The fire of his wrath
blased up, and he seized a cobbler’s knife, and came before the pillar, and
cutting off the nose of the barber's wife, placed it in her hand, saying,

! Tdoubt the reading mf and mf kun which is that of the lith hed and
printed editions, and I am glad that the MSS., by omitting m{ confirm my belief that this
particls is not used with the imperative.

8 Lit., ¢ Art in the of pity, a somewhat unusual expression, but which in fact
ulywnbbthspyh;.huly‘h?v,oudopudbmmuit. ™

3 Obeerve a rather rare use of the word dastérf, which more generally means ¢ perquisite.’

¢ In the original ¢ that he should not recognise,’ in the skme manner as the Latin sereor ne.
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‘Lo’ a present that thou mayest send to thy lover.” The barber’s wife, from
fear, uttered not a sigh, but mentally ejaculated,
EXaINTICR.
*One takes the plezsure and another bears the pain.’
‘When the shoemaker's wife returned and beheld her adopted sister with her
nose cut off, she was excessively grieved, and, repeatedly begging her pardon,
released her and fastened herself to the pillar, and the barber'’s wife set off
homeward, nose in hand.
EXaINTICR.
Anon she laughed, bewildered—and snon she wiled.

The recluse beheld and heard all these proceedings, and surprise was added
to surprise st these strange incidents which manifested themselves from the
curtain of the unknown future. However the shoemaker's wife kept quiet
for a little, and then spreading the hand of cunning and deceit in prayer, she
said, ‘O Lord and King'! Thou knowest that my husband has inflicted cruel
injustice upon me, and h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>